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Nowadays it is evident for all the educational specialists in Ukraine that the system of Special Education is of great need of such changes which would draw it to the West - European way of development. The existing system of  special educational institutions for children with violations of psychophysical  development  has justified itself to a certain degree basing on many-sided perfect theoretical principals, but in today’s  conditions it should be flexible and oriented towards the accelerated process of integration of the persons with special needs to the community.

There exist various models of integrated studying of the children of such categories in many European countries, the USA ,Canada. However these models can’t be imitated and transferred in today’s situation in Ukraine.But time doesn’t stand on its own place. World-wide processes and the West-European ones have being taken place in our country. To be true, it is a mechanical integration.

Medical men’s indices have testified the fact that the frequency of detection of visual defects for children of school age makes 12.2 cases on  100 examined. The obtained index in Lviv region is approximately just the same (13.7 cases on 100 examined). There also exist a sudden growth of deterioration of sight about the children under school age. But only an insignificant part of these children is staying in the conditions of special education. The experience shows that the delayed definition and pedagogic intervene , having been taken place rather late , are not able completely to surmount the minor deviations that had been formed because of visual defect.

All of that has defined a number of problems, which are impossible to be solved in conditions of traditional special preschool and school establishments.

Here are some of them :

1.  Children from 3 years old go to the kindergarten and thyphlo-pedagogues are to be engaged in a correction of the minor deviations which have been already formed in the children of this age. 

2.  The blind and partially sighted children under school age with serious defects have been left without special help.

3.  The family members of  the blind children and visually impaired ones are not being given the goal-oriented systematic pedagogical help and they are not able to join the child’s  process of  education and his development.

4.  Parents who had experienced a difficult stress situation , caused                                         by the birth of disabled child , are staying at home for lasting period in the conditions of  simulated social isolation that affects their psychical state negatively.

5.  The children with minor pathology whose parents orient them on   going to mass school  don’t  have the necessary correctional  education  that  will have an influence  both on the sight and the general development of a child in the nearest future.

6.  The number of the blind and partially sighted children with intellectual  disability is growing ( that is with multiple defect ) .

7.  The diagnoses of children’s  resources  with multiple disabilities       is complicated and needs a  long-term  observation.

But  I  like a  thesis  that  there are no problems, there exist only the ways of solving them. Ukraine is standing on a crossroad now. There are economic, political and social problems on the one hand , and a child with his own problems and the new approaches to their solutions on the   other.

All these reasons and the process of unguided mechanical integration cause the necessity of searching the new way in specialised pedagogics :  creating the institutions of a new type for children of the given category, variation of models of a child’s upbringing and education in conditions of the integration ,that gives a possibility to a child with special needs and his parents to choose the content and the methods of education.

Each process has its own advantages and disadvantages. There is  an ambiguous attitude to this searching of the new methods of education   as to the society itself. Both parents and educational specialists of mass    schools in most cases underestimate the importance of special methods in educating and teaching the children of the given category. A huge educational activity among the population and child’s groups must be carried out.   

Ukraine is making the first steps in this new trend. Educational rehabilitation centre for children with vision impairment  «Lewenya» ( Little   Lion ) has been working for two years in Lviv.  

Here are the main principals and the structure of  this establishment:

Subject of pedagogical experiment: scientific-organisational fundamentals of the institution of a new type "Educational-rehabilitational center for children with problems of vision", advancing the contents of  pre-school and initial school education of children of the given category.

Terms of experiment : 1996-2000 years.

The purpose of  an experimentally-pedagogical site:  to elaborate and to test  a system of  the earliest  Correctional- pedagogical  influence on children with problems of vision in conditions of educational-rehabilitational  institution of a new type with the purpose of  training  a child with   violations of sight  for federating in conditions of mass school.

Frame ERC :

Early service : early correction of children with problems of vision   from birth till  3 years ;

· Preschool department:

-groups of a general (common) type ; 

-groups of  a  compensatory  type ;                                                 

· School department : 

-school of the 1st  level  (1-4 classes) for children with problems of vision ;                                                                                              

· Out-of-school department : the  1st  form ( 6 year olds ) (teaching   children according to the primary school’s  program , developing  teaching ) ;

· Department  of  a  medical  after treatment ;       

· Social-psychological service ;

· Informational-engineering department .   

If  to make the conclusion of everything that was mentioned before,   we can state the following :  integration of  children with problems of  vision to mass schools has become the pedagogical reality in our  country. The integrated method in educating and teaching is the best  possibility to engage a child  with problems of  sight in a wide circle  of a social life . But it is necessary to create certain conditions of the  integration :

· material conditions ( providing with visual aids )

· equipping a workplace of the child  

· creating a suitable atmosphere (positive), understanding the problems of a child with anomaly by pedagogues and the children of mass school 

· cooperation of educational specialists of mass schools with special methodical centres (their corresponding education).

The main point should be taken into account by the pedagogues is understanding  the necessity of special teaching methods  together with individual method of approach to each child  with violations of psycho-physical development.

And the most important point is:

The integrated method also means a close school’s contact and cooperation  with a family .

And only these two reasons are the most complicated and important ones. 

The integrated method in educating  and  teaching  is the one from the  alternatives of the classical professional education . Not  each  family, each child and each institution is able to create necessary conditions for  this, especially  nowadays . The gradual transition to mass school after  special corresponding education  must be the most real version of  integration.

 Pedagogics  is  rather  a  conservative science . There is no point in  turning off the road suddenly ,  not having studied it. 

Integration is not a  menace  for traditional  approaches of education to a child with special needs . In  Lviv rehabilitational centre « Lewenya « we are realizing the idea of  «integration to the contrary» : the gradual transition to the new forms of education , involving fully sighted children in groups of  visually impaired children .They are side by side, they are studying to play , to create something , to live with each other.

This is a new  approach . This is another possibility. This is the right of choice . And it means a kind of freedom degree for a child , a family , the community , the future .

I’d  like to end my speech saying the motto words of  "Lewenya": 

"  TO   WHAT   PATTERNS   WILL   BE   TOMORROW   DECIDES   WHAT   WE   DO   TODAY"

PAGE  
1

