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In an inclusive community, one of the key elements for achieving success of all learners is the careful consideration to be given to the design of the learning environment. This is of particular importance to school-aged learners with a visual impairment. Most educational environments do not reflect results of research involving adaptations suitable for those with a disability and in particular a visual impairment. The adaptation of living and learning environments for young learners with disabilities can be seen by society as a deficit, a financial burden and inconvenience benefiting a relatively small target group. However, better classroom conditions created for those with a disability and in particular those with a visual impairment can have a positive impact on the learning process and performance of all young learners. Turning a deficit into a positive. 

The Optic project, supported by Comenius, bringing together contributors from nine European countries who are working to identify the needs of school aged learners with a visual impairment and specify adaptations which can be made to create a better learning environment for this group of young learners with a visual impairment. The project will then go on to outline how these adaptations can improve the learning outcomes for all.  The paper will report on the results of the first stage of this project using examples of good practice, case studies and a literature review.
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