FEELING THE CHANGE BRIDGING THE DISTANCE

A European collaborative approach to meeting changing needs in learning
By Ian Beverley

Royal National College for the Blind
United Kingdom

AGE – Adults.  

Theme - What are the changes for Europe today and for the future? 

Focus – Education, distance learning and European collaboration. 

As we are living within an ever changing Europe, many challenges face us in meeting the educational needs of  visually impaired people; not only in our own countries but right across the continent.  We are facing an ever demanding environment for change, to adapt and provide services that can reach out and meet the needs of people who are needing community based learning provision.  

In meeting these needs, we face challenges of varying proportion. Whereas local provision has varying levels of expertise,   organisations such as us need to find ways of providing innovative learning opportunities at a distance.  A considerable challenge on a national basis, but a mere mountain to climb across Europe.  

Yet, through the implementation of effective European partnerships and collaboration, these mountains are being brought down to earth by ground breaking innovations.  
This paper highlights one such partnership, the AHVITED (Audio Haptics Visually Impaired Training and Education at a Distance) project which is taking the visual graphic and making it accessible through the use of Audio talking Tactile Technology.  With a partnership that covers organisations such as specialists in vocational training, E-learning, Quality evaluation and a University research department, the problems of accessing visual content by visually impaired people in a distance learning context are being addressed and turned into opportunities across Europe. The paper highlights the way this partnership has enhanced futuristic Technology, designed innovative pilot course content in varying languages and tested this amongst potential users.  By utilising this technology, the project has shown that larger organisations can not only supply effective learning provision at a distance, but they can develop and implement new ways of learning whilst adapting and influencing the changing needs of individuals across Europe.  
