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Preface

Herewith I present the annual report 2011 of ICEVI-Europe.

It is always interesting to read about what activities have taken place in the various countries and sub regions.

We in ICEVI have the opportunity to share knowledge and expertise with each other and thereby to constantly improve support for people with a visual impairment.
The Board hopes that you will read this annual report with interest and that it will encourage you to cooperate with colleagues in and outside of Europe. We would be happy to hear your remarks and suggestions.
The board would like to thank all who have contributed to ICEVI activities in 2011 and we hope you will all participate in 2012.

This report is approved at the General Meeting, conforming to art.17 of the Articles of Association, on 15 June 2012 in Athens, Greece. 

Huizen, the Netherlands, 15 June 2012 

On behalf of the Board,

Hans Welling
Chairman

www.icevi-europe.org
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Report from the board
In the report you will read that several conferences and workshops have taken place in 2011. 
In May the Teacher Training Conference took place in Graz, Austria. The workshop “Visual Profile” was hopefully much appreciated. More and more we realise that the International Classification of Functioning, Health and Disability (ICF) is of great importance for the daily practice of rehabilitation and education, but also for systematic investigation. The conference was well organised by Gerti Jaritz-Tschinkel, the contact person for ICEVI-Europe in Austria.

In Baku, Azerbaijan the 5th International Conference for the East European countries took place. Almost 100 participants attended the conference. The theme was Inclusive Education, which is relevant in many East European countries. 
More and more attention is paid to the implementation of existing legislation and the UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities, now ratified by many countries.

Together with Royal Dutch Visio in the Netherlands an Invitational Conference was organised concerning Ageing and People with Visual Impairment. More than 20 persons participated. The conference made clear that for ageing people the provision of support varies greatly from country to country. Therefore ICEVI-Europe is participating in the project “Lifelong Learning Needs for Ageing People with Sensory Disabilities”. 

Later on in 2011, the Programme Committee of the 8th European Conference decided to use ICF for the conference. This implies that space will be set aside for themes concerning adult and elderly people with a visual impairment.

Four issues of the newsletter were published in 2011 and important information could also be read on the website of ICEVI-Europe www.icevi-europe.org
Finally I have to mention that the Board has been occupied with the organisation and the functioning of ICEVI-Europe. During the two days workshop in Edinburgh, Scotland, it was decided to further investigate three themes in order to improve cohesion within ICEVI-Europe. 

· Website

· Newsletter

· Structure of ICEVI-Europe

Three committees will work further on these themes.
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ICEVI-Europe activities in 2011
Report from the English Speaking Region

The board of ICEVI Europe held its annual meeting in Edinburgh in May 2011. The meeting was hosted by the Royal Blind School, Edinburgh and we are grateful to the school board and to the Principal, Julie Fardell, for making us so welcome and allowing us to use the school facilities to accommodate the meeting. It also afforded the board members an opportunity to view the work of the school, including the residential area, especially with regard to its provision for pupils with multiple disability and visual impairment.

The meeting was very productive and was ably facilitated by Suzanne Leijendekkers, a consultant from Holland, who had been invited to help us take stock of our activities and prioritise the most important issues to take forward into the next three years. We broke out into small groups to consider specific topics and were challenged to use our imaginations to envisage the best for ICEVI in the future.

We are also grateful to the Scottish Sensory Centre and Janis Sugden, the contact person for Scotland, for their help with accommodation for board members. 

Baltic and Nordic countries
Report to ICEVI on general activities

Nordisk- Baltic ICEVI meeting in Riga on the 25th of august 2011

Participants from: Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Denmark. The meeting was centred on organisational changes in the different countries. A lot of changes are happening these years, but not all to the better. But Iceland was highlighted as one of the better. There was big discussion on inclusion. The positive and negative aspects was disused very much. There was also a discussion on the nature of the meeting. Is closed? Can we invite partners and so on? There was a general expressed wish for thematic meetings in the future. A new meeting is planed this spring.

Meeting of Psychologists, a subgroup of ICEVI-Europe

The 4th conference was held in Heidelberg on 29-30 of March.

70 participants from 21 European countries. We had 3 keynote speakers, one from The United States.

Read more: http://www.synsraad.dk/psychology 

Report to ICEVI from Estonia

In Estonia, we have continued our work on standardization of Estonian Braille guidelines. 2011 was a remarkable year as a handbook of Estonian Braille was completed with financial support from a national programme “Estonian Language and Cultural Heritage”. In the framework of that programme a project on developing Estonian Braille code was carried through by the Estonian State School for the Blind and Visually Impaired - Tartu Emajoe School. The project team consisted of Braille specialists from the school and some other institutions like the Estonian Library for Blind, Estonian Federation of the Blind were involved in the work. 

The need for this kind of officially approved information on Estonian Braille code was recognized for years by practitioners. Now there is a detailed resource material available in print, Braille and electronic format. In that handbook the updated Estonian Braille alphabet and other Braille signs are presented. Detailed guidelines on adapting of study materials for Braille users are provided there, all of them illustrated with precise examples. Considering the increase in number of those blind and visually impaired who use ICT devices for reading, writing and for getting information in general, there are also chapters on 8-point Braille and guidelines how to adapt materials into e-format.


Tartu Emajoe School has also continued its participation as a partner organization in international Comenius project Touching Maths along with special schools and centres for the blind from Belgium (coordinator), France, Germany, Norway, the Netherlands and the UK.  This 2-year project was started in 2010 and it will be finished in 2012. It is targeted to Braille Mathematics. At national level, Tartu Emajoe School has continued its work as an educational counselling centre for supporting students with blindness and visual impairment in mainstream schools.   

Several other projects have been carried through in Estonia by different organizations of and for the blind. For instance, 2011 was the final year for a 2-year project on training of teachers and therapists of MDVI and deaf-blind children in Estonia. Altogether, 54 Estonian specialists participated in it. That project was implemented by the Estonian Support Union for the Deaf-Blind in co-operation with Hilton/Perkins International program. 

In the field of rehabilitation, the work has been done according to our national framework and laws. There are three organizations which are specialized to providing rehabilitation services to the clients with blindness and visual impairment (Tartu Emajoe School, the Estonian Support Union of Deaf-Blind and the rehabilitation Centre of Visually Impaired), and two organizations which deliver special aids for those clients. There have been discussions about the future developments of Estonian general system of rehabilitation and some pilot projects for example on assessment instruments have been carried through for this purpose.    

Report to ICEVI from Lithuania  

In April, 2012, a 3 year-long project „An early intervention and integrated education for visually impaired children in Lithuania” starts together with Royal Dutch Visio centre of expertise for visually impaired people (Netherlands). All centres for blind and visually impaired people in Lithuania will take part in the project. 

There are 5 centres in Lithuania who are specialized in supporting visually impaired children. Visiting teachers of these centres are working with blind and visually impaired children in home situations and mainstream schools, other teachers are working in the special schools or centres. These visiting teachers of the 5 centres are the main target group of the project. 

The reason for this project is a lack of support for visually impaired children at home and mainstream schools. A lot of children, especially outside the big cities, are not reached. Visiting teachers lack the required skills and knowledge to work in home situations or in integrated education. 

The main goal of the project is high quality care and education for all blind and visually impaired children (0-21 years) in home situations and mainstream schools in Lithuania. During the project visiting teachers will be trained for stimulating development, supporting parents and teachers, making individuals plans for educating visually impaired children. The purpose of the project is to supply educative programs for approximately 300 children in early intervention or mainstream schools in the whole country, to make all five centres well known in society and all visually impaired children in home situations and mainstream schools referred and supported by assessments and visits of professionals in 3 years.

Other important organisations involved in the project are the Lithuanian Ministry of Education and Science, National Centre for Special Needs Education and Psychology (this responsible institution is under the Lithuanian Ministry of Education and Science for developing the system of special pedagogical and psychological support in Lithuania), the Lithuanian Association of the Blind, Parents Association of blind and visually impaired children and some big Eye clinics. 

We are saying big Thanks to the Royal Dutch Visio centre for support and for the future cooperation.   
Report to ICEVI from Finland 

VALTERI -national service network (www.valteri.fi, English) has organized national long-lasting training for adults who work with children with multiple needs. VALTERI- network is a combination of state owned centres, which offer consulting and support services especially when the need for support is related to autism spectrum disorders, language and communication, hearing, mobility and motor coordination, multiple handicaps, neurological illnesses or other chronic illnesses, vision. 

VALTERI–network organize long lasting training on theme “children with multiple needs” (11/2011 – 5/2013), and training is open for all those working with these children. Training consists of three national seminars and several of smaller trainings at each VALTERI -centres. National seminars are filled with last national and foreign knowledge like themes “conductive education”, “communication and interaction”, and “partnership and involvement in society”. Also virtual participating is possible in seminars. In addition all VALTERI -centres organize and offer dozens of specific trainings all over Finland. Important also to mention, that all these trainings are free of charge for all participants, because the costs are granted by the National Board of Education 
according the VALTERI – network application. 

A Mobile Application Concept to Encourage Independent Mobility; “LIIKUNTAPELI”

Outi Lappalainen outi.lappalainen@jynok.fi 

Rehabilitation Officer, O&M&ILS specialist

A group of visually impaired pupils from Jyväskylä School for Visually Impaired took a part to a research project in order to develop a mobile application prototype. The main goal of the project was to examine how a game-like mobile application could be used to encourage and motivate visually impaired students to move independently.

Project Researcher Jukka Liimatainen introduced a tempting idea: a way-finding application that allowed students with VI to interact with their environment through use of digital camera and two-dimensional barcode reader technology – now available on most smart phones.

“The Personal Mobile Space (AMob) project builds both scientific and practice-oriented knowledge about the premises and processes of producing mobile services for well-being and learning, as well as on different target groups’ needs and motivations for using mobile applications in different areas of their everyday lives. The aim is to employ user-driven approaches in building a concept of a mobile service space which can be personalized according to the individuals’ interests and needs regarding learning and well-being.”

O&M instructors designed a “test route” and marked it with barcode tags. Then students located the barcodes, scanned them and followed the recorded audio instructions. We got positive feedback from the pupils who volunteered future tests: improved accessibility with NFC-based tag reading and WLAN/WiFi –positioning system.

Report to ICEVI from Norway 

Touching Maths. Huseby Resource center is a partner in the Comenius school partnership  "Touching Maths" which started in September 2010. The topic is maths education for braille users integrated in mainstream secondary schools. The project has focused on four different themes: Mathematical braille codes, Technical aids, Tactile educational materials and Calculators.

 

The purpose of the project is to learn more about how braille pupils do maths in different places and to share good practices. One of the outcomes from the project is a website where all our results will be presented. Other partners in the project are Royal Visio, Rotterdam, the Netherlands, INJA, Paris, France, Tartu Emajõe School, Tartu, Estonia, Johann-August-Zeune-Schule, Berlin, Germany and Secondary School Spermalie, Bruges, Belgium

Visual Function in Premature Children. 

Due to growing awareness of visual problems in the extremely premature born, the multidisciplinary Vision Assessment Team at Huseby in 2004/05 began to screen a whole population of these children, aged four to five years, from two municipals in Norway. The team concluded that a majority of these children seemed to have diffuse vision problems that could impinge on learning at a later stage if not resolved. As a result, a formalised research project supervised from the University of Reading, UK, and Buskerud University College in Norway was created. The main objective is to compare a range of visual functions in premature children from five to ten years of age to a larger group of typical children. By matching each premature child on gender, age and cognitive level, we can determine how common specific visual problems are for this group. The next step will be to create interventions based upon these findings. Our ultimate goal is to provide help for an increasing population of children with diffuse and sometimes hidden disabilities. 

Retinitis Pigmentosa. Huseby Resource Center has have developed a program to meet the progressive challenges of night blindness and impact it has on persons with Retinitis Pigmentosa.  Individuals with RP participate in a year-long course which entail meeting three times a year for a three day and evening course of assessment and training. For some the three courses are spread over several years. The numbers of participants for each course are between 4 to10. The age of the participants varies from 16 to 70 years.  

The main aim of the courses is to enable the individual to feel mastery over the challenges that RP presents. This is achieved by:  

Giving the participants a better understanding of their own visual function

Becoming acquainted with the most relevant mobility aids and de-dramatizing the use of aids such as the long cane, scanning techniques etc.

Giving the participants the basic skills needed and the motivation to continue to get around independently

These aims are achieved by giving thorough and repeated information about RP, meeting others in similar situations and meeting experienced professionals. We emphasize practical approaches in relation to mobility. Much of the training takes place in the evenings and in realistic situations that provide visual challenges for the group.  

Report to ICEVI from Iceland
The Icelandic National Institute for the Blind, Visually Impaired, and Deafblind participated in many interesting and exciting projects in 2011. The institute is now involved in the SensAge project and the aim of SensAge is to become the reference point within the European Union for developments in lifelong learning and enablement for ageing people with sensory disabilities in order to maintain their independence and to improve their quality of life.

The institute is the leading partner in the JOBS MDVI project which is defined as the training for professionals working with individuals with multiple disabilities and visual impairment on finding jobs and opportunities that benefit society. 

The institute also started a guide dog project and has hired a dog trainer, has been purchasing dogs and puppies, and started the training process. The new project has so far been a great success with a lot of publicity and support from the Icelandic Blind Union. 

Report to ICEVI from Latvia

2011 in Latvia has been the year of active collaboration with the governmental institutions in the work on legislation in relation to the education of blind, visually impaired and MDVI children as well as the year of getting ready for the activities devoted to 140-th anniversary of Strazdumuiza Residential Secondary School- Training Centre for Blind and Visually Impaired Children.

In May 2011 we finished the Comenius Project “Sound and Picture in collaboration with teams from 9 other European countries. 

In Summer 2011 Strazdumuiza Residential Secondary School- Training Centre for Blind and Visually Impaired Children took part in the Baltic Sports games that tool place in Tartu, Estonia that year.

In June 2011 we also took part in the MDVI Euronet Conference in Dublin. It gave a lot of inspiration to work on the improvement of the quality of the education of MDVI children in any educational establishment.  

In August 2011 the meeting of contact persons of ICEVI from Baltic and Nordic countries took place in our school.

In September 2011 Dick Lunenborg from Bartiméus Institute for the Visually Impaired, the Netherlands assisted us with the implementing of different technologies in the work with MDVI children. Two sensory rooms- black and white were established in our school in the end of 2011 with the main purpose to support our MDVI children.

The 2-days Baltic Seminar on the questions of particularities of educational process of multi disabled visually impaired children  took place in Strazdumuiza Residential Secondary School- Training Centre for Blind and Visually Impaired Children in October 2011. It was decided to organize seminar on the questions of MDVI as teaching children with such kind of special educational needs is in growing interest of every of Baltic States. 79 participants from Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia took part in the Seminar.

Topics of the seminar were chosen according to the observations of educational process of MDVI children in Latvia which revealed certain areas that had to be clarified and introduced to the staff working with the MDVI children of different ages.

In the common discussions during the Seminar as the very serious problem arise the situation that the definition of multi disabled visually impaired (MDVI) is not stated in any national regulations of Baltic States- it leads to the non-appropriate support for such children in the educational settings. It was found that the development of the common definition for all Baltic countries and submitting it to the responsible institutions (and introducing it to the national legislation) could help with the adjustment of the educational systems so that any low vision, blind or MDVI child gets the support according to his special needs. 

In May 2012 Strazdumuiza Residential School- Training Center for Blind and Visually Impaired Children will celebrate its 140-th anniversary. On May 2, 2012 we will have 1- day International Conference on the questions of low vision, blindness and MDVI. We have invited representatives from Baltic and Nordic countries including both specialists working in the field of blindness and visual impairment and representatives of Ministries of education and proposed the question of Definition as the main question for discussions. We hope that this will give the input in the enlightening people responsible for the development the legislative acts and support all SEN children in their countries.

Report to ICEVI from Sweden
Two projects have been carried out during 2011 at Swedish National Agency for Special Needs Education and Schools.

Participation for students with impairments in mainstream schools is the title of a research project that started in 2011 and is supposed to go on for three years. Managers of the project are Kristina Szönyi, Ph.D. and Tove Dunkers, special education teacher and adviser.

The overall aim of the project is to create a structure, an instrument that can be used for identifying important environmental factors for participation and interplay between disabled and non-disabled students in mainstream settings. 

During the first year of the project semi-structured interviews with 24 students with impairment - 12 students with visual impairment - and clinical observations in the schools, has been carried out. During the observations different situations in the school curriculum has been observed, such as different kinds of learning situations in the classroom, spare time and lunchtime in the school canteen.

Depending on the results from the collected material from the first year of the study, the plan is to develop a useful model for deciding what participation looks like in different school activities. For the third year of the project, the model will be tested.

The second project has the title Braille reading – developing the decoding skill. Managers of the project are Catharina Johansson and Anders Rönnbäck, special education teachers and advisers at Resource Centre Vision, Stockholm.

The aim of the study has been to deepen the knowledge of the importance of strengthening the decoding skill in the development of fluency in reading Braille.

In the study a method developed for sighted students with reading difficulties were used. The basic ideas of the method are the focus on decoding, the simple structure and the clear documentation of the student's reading development. Characteristic of the method is also the high intensity during reading sessions

The study group consisted of nine students, the whole group of Braille readers in third grade, in Sweden, a certain year. The training was conducted by the teacher teaching the student at the local school. The results were sent to Resource Centre Vision to be analyzed. A written article with the results of the study will be published during 2012.

Report to ICEVI from Denmark
The course "The good Match" is mainly recommended for people with low vision or blindness (visual disability) having a short educational background, no work experience or with many years of experience from employment, who has witnessed the complexity making a way into employment.

The course is constructed in a three phase period:

- Assessment period, with focus on the persons Social Competences and Personal Competences 
- Employment periods, focus on "Learning by doing" in several companies 
- Debriefing period, analyzing the results, what to do next if no occupation achieved 

Main objective is that the participants are having a job by the end period of project. 
The project is funded by Labour Market Authority and is lead by the Institute.

Business house Vision Trade Center is granted by the European Social Fund - Objective 3, Equal: The socially marginalised.

Vision Trade Center is a concrete demonstration of the value of disabled staff as a labour resource. It's an educational concept that leads to employment. The project is working with rehabilitation in close cooperation with the business environment. Visit the Vision Trade Center homepage
French speaking countries

FRANCE: 

GPEAA:

Teaching Days: 13/14/15 October 2011 - Paris. 
"The visually impaired child, between particularity and normalization”  

Projects for 2012 : 18/19/20 October 2012 - Vertou (Nantes) 
"How to re-invent the establishment for the visual  children and resources”

ARIBa:

Congress november 4th 2011-Scientific symposium –Limoges.

Projetct for 2012:  Scientific symposium:April 27th  Paris

-job and disciplinarity

-blindness and neurology 

Congress  November 2012 – Lille: 
“When the disability annonce !”

FISAF: 

Congress november 2011: 
 “Make the right to training and job one reality:adapter implements and courses to the persons in situation of disability”
Project for 2012  :
- “Autism and blindness: from theory to support tools”
5/6/7 June 2012, Paris

-“Emotional life  - sexuality - parenthood, and visual impairment.”
3/4 April 2012-Paris

- Transcribers: study day
22/23 March 2012 - Ambares. (Bordeaux)

CFPSAA;
SYMPOSIUM: “The  General Conditions of the visually Impaired “
November 26th, 2011-Paris
4Topics:

1-accessibility to culture          

2-Web, you said accessibility? and access to books and reading
3-The challenge of accessibility to employment for visually impaired
4-Accessibility to the buildings and public buildings 

ALFPHV:
Study Days March 25, 2011 - Mons – Belgium 
"Neuropsychology and visual impairment - What challenges for the clinic. "

Project 2012: a study day - June 2, 2012 - Angers

TACTUS: 

The TACTUS activities on adaptations of tactile books for the blind. 
European competitions Typhlo-Tactus-Jury, Prague (Czech Republic) 
10/12 November 2011
 

Association for the Visually Impaired Accessible to Low Normandy:
16/17 March 2012 Caen

SWITZERLAND:
 “Visual Scientific Symposium ABA “: 
21/22/23 September 2011, Geneva.

”Impairment and Rehabilitation: affective, sociological, neurological and technology dimensions “
BELGIUM:
no news (except ALFPHV Congress held in Mons).
no answer at my questions for 2011!

LUXEMBOURG: 
no news, no answer at my questions for 2011!
PARTICIPATIONS FRANCIS BOE 2011:
Participation at works of WIPO in Genova (UNO) on exceptions and restrict in copyright for the blind persons and all persons with a handicap of reading

Representing CFPSAA (France) within the presentation of UMA.
1 meeting in June at Genova

1 meeting in December at Genova

1 meeting in April at European Parliament at Bruxelles

Participation at the symposium ICOSE 
October 2011 at Istanbul (Turkey)

 “Pedagogic and psychological evolutions for the handicapped persons.”

Presentation Francis Boé:”The adaptation of new technologies, electronic school-bag and their use pedagogic with visually impaired in ordinary class”

PROJECT FOR THE FRENCH SPEAKING ICEVI-EUROPE:

No possible to previous a date in 2011.
It is envisaged for the end of 2012 or the beginning of 2013, a meeting on topic:

 “Comparison of methods and practices in the 4 countries and support of ICEVI-EUROPE”

South European countries 

The Southern European Sub region has had some changes in 2011:

· Italy changed the contact person and, even they could have three contact person, they have only nominated one, whose name is:

Daniela Floriduz

Via Vallona 58, 33170 Pordenone (Italy);

e-mail: dfloriduz@gmail.com
· Spain, Portugal and Andorra have the same contact persons than in the past.

· We haven’t found yet any contact person in Malta, San Marino and Monaco.

The representative of the sub region in the European Committee has been in touch with all the contact persons during this year, keeping them informed by e-mail about meetings and events that have taken place or are going to.

The link of ICEVI in ONCE educational Website has been updated, including Spanish versions of The Educator and the Newsletter.

The two Spanish contact persons have been enrolled in the Working Group of the European Committee in order to think about some changes in ICEVI Europe Website. They have made the first part of the work, making suggestions of change that will be discussed in the next meeting of the Committee.

One of the contact persons from Spain participated in the Teacher Training Conference celebrated in Graz, Austria in May. It was a very productive and interesting Conference in which we worked in the Visual Profile: application and adaptation of the International Classification on Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) in rehabilitation, attention and education of visually impaired people. 

We have sent two articles from ONCE to the Newsletter, that have been published, the first one about the International Conference Braille XXI, celebrated in Leipzig, Germany, in September 2011, and the other was the paper presented by ONCE in that conference, about “Braille and the 21st century technologies”. 

During the summer of 2011, one Portuguese and four Italian students attended to a summer camp on English language that ONCE organized in Pontevedra, Spain.

As every year, ONCE has offered a scholarship for blind students to study in ONCE’s Physiotherapy College. One Portuguese student is now attending to the first grade of it.

German and Dutch speaking countries
In the Year 2011 were needed much time for the preparation of the large VBS-Congress from 2012-07-30 to 2012-08-03 in Chemnitz. The congress topic reads: variety and quality. We would be pleased to be allowed to welcome many colleagues from ICEVI Europe in Chemnitz.

The VBS division Low Vision held a conference at the Nikolauspflege in Stuttgart from March 9th until March 11th.  Its title was “Finally something normal” - The use of new media: I pad, I phone and E books. 

More then 130 participants from Germany, Austria, Switzerland and Luxemburg attended the conference. 

The participant had the chance to learn a lot about the use of I pads, I phones and E books and their advantages for blind and partially sighted people.  The conference was a big success. 

As the contact person for Germany Dr. Elke Wagner received various questions and requests for support over the last year. A pharmaceutical company asked about braille on German medication packages, a lot of students from various countries wanted to know something about the German education and rehabilitation system. Some agencies from other counties e.g. Kenya, Congo, Greece, Portugal asked about Mobility Training programs, special furniture for the blind and partially sighted students in educational systems, the newest research in the medical area. Other questions were related to research on ICF, different conferences from ICEVI and other associations - just to mention a few of the areas that people had approached in trying to get information.
BELGIUM:
ALFPHV Congress held in Mons.
Booklets: Centre Ganspoel, Huldenberg, Belgium is preparing a booklet: “Todlers  with low vision at schools: Tips to handle”.

Centre Spermalie, Bruges, Belgium, is preparing a booklet: ”Cerebral Visual Impairment:Tips out of the practical field”.   

Research Project: Association Blindenzorg Licht en Liefde,Varsenare, Belgium, is starting a research project, together with the University of Amsterdam, Netherlands, concerning the theme: “Depression with eldery people with visually impairment”. 

Project: the secondary school Spermalie, Bruges, Belgium is a partner in the Comenius school partnership  "Touching Maths" which started in September 2010. The topic is maths education for braille users integrated in mainstream secondary schools. The project has focused on four different themes: Mathematical braille codes, Technical aids, Tactile educational materials and Calculators. 

The purpose of the project is to learn more about how braille pupils do maths in different places and to share good practices. One of the outcomes from the project is a website where all our results will be presented. Other partners in the project are Royal Visio, Rotterdam, the Netherlands, INJA, Paris, France, Tartu Emajõe School, Tartu, Estonia, Johann-August-Zeune-Schule, Berlin, Germany , the Hutseby Research centre, Norway. 

Project: Centre Ganspoel, Huldenberg, Belgium and Centre Spermalie/De Kade, Bruges, Belgium, are engaged in a project: ” Knowledge management”.
Project: A partnership between the centres and associations for persons with visually impairment, active in the Dutch speaking regions of Belgium, and SEN (point of support and expertise network) are organising a sharepoint to share experiences about ”echolocalisation”
Training: A partnership between the centres and associations for persons with visually impairment, active in the Dutch speaking regions of Belgium, and a high school for therapists, Bruges, Belgium, are organising a training: “Orientation and Mobility Instructors”.

East European countries
5th EE Conference

On October 14-15 2011, at the Ambassador Hotel and Azerbaijan Teachers Institute, Baku, Azerbaijan, took place the Fifth International Scientific – Practical Conference entitled “Inclusive education: experience and future responsibilities."

The Conference was organized by the Ministry of Education of Azerbaijan (http://www.edu.gov.az), UNICEF, Azerbaijan Teachers Institute and International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI-E).

The aim of the event is to find ways to involve disabled people in inclusive education, specify the prospects on their integration into society and environment without the barriers, as well as create conditions for professionals working in this field to become familiar with the successful experience of other countries.

Speaking at the opening of the conference, Education Minister Misir Mardanov noted that during the years of independence, Azerbaijan became a part of several international agreements and conventions on human rights, and performs all the obligations undertaken by him within these documents. He noted that, currently, there are 60 thousand disabled children living in the country; 1105 children receive an education at special schools, 2664 – at special boarding schools (1353 of them stay overnight); 7750 children involved in homeschooling and 268 children get inclusive education.

Noting that the right of disabled people to education is enshrined in the Education Act of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Misir Mardanov stressed that the Ministry of Education implemented Development Programme for the education of disabled children to develop inclusive education in Azerbaijan in 2005-2009. 

The Education Minister touched upon steps taken within the State Programme on de-institutionalization and alternative care (2006-2015).

Keynote speakers, Professor of the Fontys University, the Netherlands, H. Schuman and rector of Institute of Special Pedagogy and Psychology, St.Petersburg, DBiolSc, Prof. L. Shipitsyna have given scientific reports.

More then 100 professionals participated on that Conference.

Electronic version of full Abstract book on three languages (Azerbaijan, English, and Russian) you can find on www.icevi-europe.org
European Expert Meeting on Ageing People with Visual Impairment, April 2011, Netherlands.

The expert meeting was organized on the initiative of ICEVI Europe and under the support of Royal Dutch Visio. 

 The meeting was attended by about 20 European key persons from service providing organisations. Participants from Moldova and Russia presented practices and services, methods and approaches, projects and programmes that are applied in practice.

Read more: http://www.icevi-europe.org/enletter/issue46.html#a3
Project “Lifelong Learning Needs for Ageing People with Sensory Disabilities” (SensAge) started 1st October 2011

SensAge network held its kick-off meeting in Angers (France) in October 2011 with 14 partners from Europe and Canada.

ICEVI-Europe supports the program of lifelong learning and is actively involved in the project SensAge (www.sensage.eu).

During its 3 year lifespan, the partners will work together to gather all the information concerning this field, and the net-work will ensure the dissemination of this information via a web database, developed by all partners.

Thanks to all professionals, organizations and establishments for your inclusion to this project.

One of the forms presenting the results of the project will be the Annual Conferences. 

The first conference will be held in Zagreb in 2012 - the EU Year of Active Ageing. 

Please follow of the announcement on the ICEVI-E website:

www.icevi-e.org
Russia

IV International Art Festival “Step Towards!” was took place in St.Petersburg from 14 to 19 of May 2011

The main aim of the Festival is to lay open the talents of disabled children and thus facilitate their full social adaptation. Main tasks of the Festival: to draw society’s attention to the creative skills of disabled children as a means of self expression and realization; to develop the skills of disabled children, use their creative and intellectual potential in culture; highlight youth talent, support creatively gifted children and young people; increasing creative contacts of disabled children from various countries, improve contacts between specialists in the creative abilities of disabled children in Russia and abroad, discussion of psychological and educational aspects of professional work.

The festival invites participants under age of 25 years of age.

V International Art Festival “Step Towards!” will take place in St.Petersburg from 16 to 26 of June 2012. Please WELCOME. http://feststep.com
Belarus

Computer courses.

Committee on Labor, Employment and Social Protection of Minsk City Executive Committee completes the training group for the blind and visually impaired people in the profession, "the operator of electronic computers."

Training will take place at the Department of Information Technology of National Institute of Advanced Studies and Retraining in the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs of the Republic of Belarus.

Classes will be held from Monday to Friday for 4 hours a day.

Duration of training 4 months.

http://ripk.by
Ageing People

Brest library for the blind and visually impaired people expands the range of its readers. Volunteers bring books for older people with disabilities to their homes.

Kazakhstan

Today in Kazakhstan 47,000 children with disabilities. The third part of them is studying in boarding schools, as much at home, and another third does not study anywhere else.

In order to support and implement the recommendations of the World Forum "Education for All" in Jomtien and Dakar in the Republic of Kazakhstan adopted a National Action Plan "Education for All" program which is being developed inclusive education.

http://www.edu.gov.kz/
Moldova

The National Employment Agency, Ministry of Labour, Social Protection and Family, Euromol Group with financial support from the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs will conduct a campaign to increase employment for the Blind. 

The project started in April 2011. The aim of the project - Employment visually impaired. 

In Moldova, now about 9000 of visually impaired people, and 5% have a college degree, 10% - vocational, and 15% of secondary education. 470 visually impaired applied for a job. The project is implemented within the framework of assistance in starting a business and employability of blind field device, which was launched in August 2010. Purpose of the program - creating the institutional framework for professional development and financial independence of the blind.

Moldova Blind Society* started to print the first book to read in Braille. The book is produced on special printing lines worth over 51 million Euros, which provided the foundation Prosan (The Netherlands).

The first printed edition of the historical novel by Alexander Kogan "Boyko - the son of Tudor." The book is published in Russian.

Financial support is also provided in the publication of the fund Prosan.

In the future, the Society for the Blind of Moldova intends to print and other books by the Moldovan authors to review blind with the best works of national literature.

Library for the Blind was opened in 1956.

The library has more than 20 thousand volumes. Average cost of one edition of the Braille system is approximately $ 1 thousand.

Until now, the book arrived in the Republic of Moldova from Russia, Belarus and Romania.

*Moldova Blind Society brings together nearly 10,000 visually impaired people.

MBU  Celan Larisa

celanlarisa@moldovacc.md
Ukraine

Need to establish schools for inclusive education every year becoming more acute in Ukraine. 

There are now 186,000 children with disabilities, or 1.9% of the total number of children. Each year, this figure is increasing by about 10,000 children. 

The absence of legislation - one of the major barriers that hinder the development of inclusive education. 

But the first steps taken. 

In Ukraine, will start the first project of "Inclusive Education for Children with Special Needs" in support of Canada (Canadian Centre on Disability Studies) and the Ukrainian Foundation "Step by Step", as well as five Pedagogical Universities of Ukraine.

The project will be implemented within 5 years in two schools - in Lvov and Simferopol. It will spend $ 4.7 million.

http://defectolog.do.am/index/inkljuzivnoe_obrazovanie/0-16
Tajikistan

The Ministry of Health of the Republic of Tajikistan has registered about 22,500 blind and visually impaired children. Unfortunately, not all children have the opportunity to get education because in the Republic there are only four schools for the blind and visually impaired children. Only 420 blind children are trained in these schools. Due to the fact, that in mountain areas there are no experts who know Braille, children, living in these areas, can not get even a primary education. Parents, due to their low literacy, can not help in education of children and, therefore, hide them from the society.

The concept of inclusive education has been developed by the Ministry of Education of Tajikistan with the assistance of the Soros Foundation in Tajikistan and in April 2011 was approved by the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan.

http://www.soros.tj/ru/programmy/obrazovanie/ranee-razvitie-rebjonka
Good Practice from Armenia


In Armenia opened charitable foundation named “Mankan Achker” (“Children’s Eyes”), somehow to solve educational, social and medical problems of our children with visual impairments.

“Mankan Achker” foundation is slowly but at the same time confidently punches its way, it becomes an assistant, friend and protector of our children. All members of the foundation are working on voluntary basis and receive no salary.

Due to this foundation now we have achieved something.

In September 2011 our children went to Georgia, where was held sport competitions with Georgian and Azerbaijan children and participation in cultural event called “A common problem is a common goal”.

Today the foundation has three projects to realize.
1. “Emergency social assistance” – within the frameworks of this project is specific target assistant.  This project is rapid response emerging in difficult circumstances where the children are. The “Emergency social assistance” consists of these following measures:

. Providing needy children with clothes, shoes and other necessary things:

providing free consumer basket. In “Emergency social assistance” project was spent 350000 AMD (1000 USD). 

State aid for blind children is 13000 AMD (33 USD)

2. “Knowledge is power” – within the framework of this project our 
foundation won two grants: 

· first are 2500 pieces notebooks for Braille writing (1500000 AMD=3000 USD)
· second are 11 Braille textbooks of different subjects (9200000 AMD=24953 USD). 

These projects are sponsored by Open Society Foundation.

Both notebooks and textbooks are delivered to special school with visual impairments.

3. “Mankan Achker” foundation is collaborating with institute of Eye

Diseases after Malayen. There were operated two children and part of the amount was paid by the foundation (150000 AMD=395 USD). 

Three children changed ocular prosthesis (200000 AMD=512 USD).

The cultural events were organized by the foundation too: “Christmas Tree”, sponsored by the foundation “Vache and Tamar Manukyans”. 

Excursions to the various museums around Yerevan and the historical places of RA. 

As well as “Orange Armenia” telephone company sponsored computer class for blinds. 

Now we are trying to realize a project, which will promote the independent development of blinds in the kitchen. We are going to open “Mini Kitchen” in the school which we have seen in Varna. We will teach children to take care themselves in the kitchen using all necessary kitchen services. 

Together with the Blind Society of Poland in our school held a seminar where the instructors were teaching blind how to use a can.

Balkan countries 

The 6th ICEVI Balkan Conference was organized this year in 27-29 June in Cluj-Napoca, Romania. The conference was organized by the Special Education Department within Babes-Bolyai University in partnership with the High School for the Visually Impaired and the Romanian Association for the Blind (Cluj- Napoca branch). The title of the conference was “New Developments in Educational Policies, Research and Practices in Visual Impairment". The conference aimed at promoting the collaboration and the sharing of practices between the professionals involved in the field of visual impairment. The main topics of the conference were the following: Educational Policies, Inclusion, Education and Intervention, Research, Strategies in support of people with visual impairment. 

 
There were 77 participants from 16 countries from all around the world, not just the Balkan region, specialists and service representatives who shared knowledge and experience regarding services for individuals with visual impairment. The opening ceremony was held in the Aula Magna of  Babes- Bolyai University, a place that is about tradition, academic and international cooperation. During the two days of the conference there were presentations of 27 papers and 4 workshops, the value of them being highly appreciated by all the participants. There was time for questions and open discussions, with opportunity to sharing and gaining new knowledge, but also establishing professional cooperations and enriching personal experiences. The conference concluded with a trip to the Turda Salt Mine, which is 30 km to Cluj- Napoca, a place that is considered the most beautiful Salt Mine in Romania. 

This is a report which summarizes the activities regarding the education of individuals with visual impairments in Greece. (By Contact Person VASSILIS ARGIROPOULOS)

Seminars

The last 2-3 years many Institutions (e.g. pedagogical departments of universities) and Associations for the bind organized seminars for special education and intensive workshops for braille. In specific, the Universities of Thessaly and Macedonia carried out modules relevant to the education of blind children in domains such as: a. assistive technology, b. braille literacy, c. differentiation regarding content and instruction, d. curriculum and differentiation. The Associations “Magnites Blind”, Center for Education and Rehabilitation for the Blind in Athens and Thessaloniki organized intensive seminars for the braille code for teachers of primary and secondary education. All these seminars were held in different places in Greece.

Establishment of a new university unit to support students with special needs.

The University of Thessaly established a Disability Centre which offers services for students with disabilities. The ultimate purpose of these services is to assist all students who register as students with disabilities in making their experience at their faculties both accessible and successful. Based on the philosophy that all students should be assured equal access and opportunity, the services for students with disabilities aim to eliminate physical, instructional and attitudinal barriers by providing reasonable accommodations and fostering awareness within the University community. These services are supported by a network of specialists in special education (academics) and a network of volunteers (students of the same university). The services aim to address issues such as: a. accessibility (books, notes, forms, presentations, buildings, classrooms, etc.), b. differentiation (content of the classes, instructional processes and assessment), and c. awareness (staff and non-disabled students). Finally, assistive technology and adaptive equipment is provided when is needed in order to assist students for their study, courses or exams.

Collaborative Networks

The Department of Special Education at the University of Thessaly in cooperation with the Association “Magnites Blind” organized an integrated program in early intervention. Special education student-teachers from the Department of Special Education and members of the Association have built up a collaboration network which facilitates the accessibility of individuals with visual impairments in their physical and learning environment. Within this collaboration, five projects were integrated which were relevant to: a. braille literacy, b. early intervention, c. action research in tertiary education for blind students, and d. and working experience and social skills. The Association “Magnites Blind” was formed in 2007 to support people with visual impairments, offering professional development opportunities, publications, and public advocacy. The Association uses a number of standing committees and ad hoc committees to design and carry out its many programs and services. Amongst other things the Association “Magnites Blind” offers: eye care and low vision services, rehabilitation and vocational training, educational support, employment guidance, adaptive technology advisory service, information and communication technology applications for information accessibility, rehabilitation service for persons with multiple disabilities and visual impairment (MDVI), various independent living skills training programmes, seminars in braille literacy, social events, lessons in dancing (folk and modern), workshops in orientation and mobility as well as in working with clay and wood. 
AT software applications

ATHENA Free AT Software Inventory: aims to inform and provide persons with disabilities and specifically the Visual Impaired, their facilitators as well the VI professionals, with the available costless Assistive Technology’s (AT) solutions (Open Source or Freeware). 
The AT software applications provided in ATHENA are presented in an organized and systematic way after they have been installed and tested in the Speech and Accessibility Laboratory, University of Athens. For each free AT software, the following information is given: application name, developer, version, AT category(ies), related disability(ies), description, operating system(s), installation procedure, settings and hints, download links, and a screenshot. There are three ways to browse the ATHENA online free AT software inventory: browse by disability, browse by product class and See All Applications.

website: http://access.uoa.gr/ATHENA 

For more information: A. Pino, G. Kouroupetroglou, H. Kacorri, A. Sarantidou, and D. Spiliotopoulos: "An Open Source / Freeware Assistive Technology Software Inventory" Lecture Notes in Computer Science, Vol. 6179, pp. 178-185, 2010 

I will briefly summarize the activities regarding the education of visually impaired children and MDVI in Bulgaria during the last mandate:  (Report from the contact person of Bulgaria Dr. Vladimir Radoulov)

Bulgarian Association for Education of Visually Impaired Children continued to publish the National Journal on Education and Rehabilitation of Visually Impaired. One of the issues of 2009 was dedicated to the 200th anniversary of Louis Braille birth.

Seminars: 

During this period we continued organizing National seminars for resource teachers, supporting integrated visually impaired students. These happened in Varna school for Blind.

Annually we organized also seminars for teachers of MDVI students.

We organized and carried out local seminars for resource teachers on different topics, such as: 

· Activities of Daily Living;

· Low Vision Training;

· Adaptation of educational materials into Braille;

· Development of relief materials for blind students;

· Multiliteracy for visually impaired.

All these seminars were held in the city of Plovdiv, in the National

In 2009 we planned and organized the first Braille seminar for regular teachers.

The 2 schools for Blind in Bulgaria organize each year parents’ seminars and offer some basic qualification of regular teachers, working with integrated visually impaired students.

University exchange visits:

We started some very fruitful cooperation on university level:

1. Exchange of university professors between Sofia University and the University in Cluj-Romania. 

2. Exchange visits between Sofia University and the University in Berlgrade-Serbia.

As part of these exchange visits we provided each other with special literature and university curricula.

New units:

In 2011 in the school for blind in Varna a new unit for early intervention of MDVI children was opened.

In 2011-2012 three day centers for newly blind adults were opened in Bulgaria.

Support of foreign professionals by Bulgarian specialists:

In 2010 – 2012 Bulgarian school teachers and university professors led courses for teachers of MDVI students in F.Y.R.O.M., Serbia, Moldova and Armenia.

In 2012 we organized a seminar on new methods for Braille literacy in Ukraine – around 60 teachers from all around Ukraine participated in this seminar.

Curricula and basic publications:

During this mandate few university textbooks and manuals were published. Among them: Psychology of visually impaired; Handbook for resource teachers of visually impaired students; Adaptation of the environment for visually impaired in the ordinary school; 4 manuals on aspects of professional career for visually impaired adolescents.

Report for the ICEVI from Croatia

CROATIAN BLIND UNION

At the moment is ongoing implementation of activities of the "Employment Integration of the Blind"

Blindness as a disability with their specific needs require a separate approach to the creation of "equal opportunities" in all areas of life, including the whole issue of training for work and employment of blind and visually impaired. As this is a relatively small population is poorly covered area, which would state institutions cover

Services and activities that contribute to the acquisition of new skills and increase the potential of people with visual impairments for inclusion in the open labor market.

Therefore, the Croatian Association of the Blind from 01 June 2011. , conducted a three-year program funded by the Ministry of Social Policy and the young.

The program is completing the system uncovered areas:

• 1 raising general awareness of the capabilities of blind people in the work process

• 2 increasing personal potential unemployed blind people, especially young

• 3 informing employers and relevant institutions on the possibility of blind people and increase their tendency to employ the blind.

SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED “VINKO BEK”

School “Vinko Bek” was involved in IPA project IV.Component - Strengthening human resources, education and empowerment of the visually impaired with physical disabilities in the labor market

MALI DOM - ZAGREB

1. Mali dom – Zagreb has been involved and finished the project with UNICEF that was taking place in Croatia and covered the whole territory of Croatia. 

Project “ Home based Early Childhood Intervention  (ECI) service: Development of the Home Visiting service model for children (0-3) with additional support needs and their families”  was carried out by the Day care Center “Mali dom – Zagreb” who set up a network of professionals from other fields as well as representatives from different agencies and Ministries . They all took part in the project and therefore result of the project was in accordance to the tasks and objective that were set up in project panning, as well as it fulfilled the expectations of the realization of the project

There were three groups of issues that have been addressed while implementing this project:

1. Policy foundation – providing legal framework for Early Intervention Services 

2. Standard Operation Procedures – ensuring the quality of implementing ECI services

3. Establishing service contents and approaches

We have more than 300 professionals from different field and professional backgrounds participating in the  project  in various activities , who all contributed to the „networking „ which was one of the goals of this project – good networking always lead to the engaging new activities within society – in this case in initiating the implementation of ECI service in accordance to the specific situation in each and every local region and community as well as resources that are available in those communities

Developed model was introduced and implemented on through the period of 9 months and have had 40 families and children included , and it undoubtedly showed  beneficial impact on children’s progress, raised families spirits, families knowledge and their parental competencies.

2. Mali dom – Zagreb has continued to share its experiences and knowledge with other institutions and schools, so we had 8 study visits this year and we have increased the number of children from different regions within Croatia, and even from neighboring countries in our transdiciplinary assessment and counseling , establishing therefore as the resource in the region for this type of services for children who are visually impaired and have additional developmental issues that have to be properly addressed

3. Mali dom – Zagreb also have been in Armenia organizing three educational seminars for the colleagues in orphanage Gyumri and in Yerevan  and School for the Blind in Yerevan

4. We have also organized educational seminars and study visits with the School for the Blind form Varna , Bulgaria, covering topics like working with parents, communication , creating IEP – s for MDVI children

Marijana Konkoli Zdesic, ICEVI Contact Person for Croatia
Report from Cyprus
St. Barnabas School for the? Blind – Like every year many students and adults participated in the various programs offered by the St. Barnabas School for the blind. These courses, offered Monday through Friday in the morning and afternoon in the premises of the School include among other subjects such as: Information and Technology, Braille, Mobility and Orientation, Daily Living Skills, music, dance, theatre, personal development, and arts and crafts.

In 2011, with the support of a governmental budget for the education of adults with visual impairments that is granted to the School by the Ministry of Education and Culture, the School organized a number of seminars and short courses in a variety of topics. Among the seminars and courses organized were topics such as:

Flower arrangements for persons with a VI *IKEPANA), archery for persons with a VI, effective communication for switch-board operators, self defense course for women, personal development topics, first aids at home, introduction to classical and relaxation massage, GoalBall and Showdown courses.

As part of its continues support to students with visual impairments, the School carried out a research among high school students investigating their social skills and abilities (in particular in the general school setting). The method of the research was case studies of high school students attending general education. The findings of the research showed a great need for the development of a personal development course for students with visual impairments that will address topics that are not included I the general curriculum but used to be taught in the traditional schools for the blind. 

Pancyprian Organization of the blind: The Organization continued in 2011 its very active and successful journey offering support and services to over 1400 members all over Cyprus. 

Among the activities undertook by POT were its participation to two European funded projects. These include:

The RoboBraille in Education Service” – a Leonardo partnership project that looks into how RoboBraille Service can be used as a learning tool in education. The Organization has been testing the Service with a number of high school and university students in accessing their educational materials.

Vision in Enterprise – a Leonardo Transfer of Innovation Project that aims:

• To develop a toolkit and good practice guide for those training business support advisers working with the visually impaired;

• To enable those supporting blind and visually impaired entrepreneurs  to be trained in support techniques proven to be successful with this vulnerable group; 

• To test and adapt the toolkit for use by mainstream providers of business support to enable them to support the visually impaired and thereby increase the range of support available to this vulnerable group; 

• To disseminate the learning and good practice gained on a Europe wide basis. 
contact person: Maria Kyriacou
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Financial report 2011 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance
	
	
	31-12-2010
	
	Estimate 2011

	
	
	
	22.138,71 €
	
	22.138,71 €
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash
	
	
	0,00 €
	
	
	

	Equity
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	22.138,71 €
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Profit and loss
	
	2011
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contributions
	
	6.910,00 €
	
	9.500,00 €
	

	Interest
	
	
	0,00 €
	
	0,00 €
	

	Other Income
	
	199,00 €
	
	0,00 €
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Income
	
	7109,00 €
	
	9.500,00 €
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Website
	
	
	1.300,00 €
	
	1.550,00 €
	

	Bank fee
	
	
	96,04 €
	
	90,00 €
	

	Travel and Accommodation
	1.009,58 €
	
	2.000,00 €
	

	Meeting expenses
	
	3.572,50 €
	
	1.000,00 €
	

	Chamber of commerce
	
	53,28 €
	
	0,00 €
	

	ICEVI
	
	
	
	
	6.000,00 €
	

	Total expenditure
	
	6.031,40 €
	
	10.640,00 €
	

	
	
	
	
	
	-1.140,00 €
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RESULT
	  
	
	1.077,60 €
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance as per 31.12.2011
	23.216,31 €
	
	23.033,00 €
	


Estimate 2012 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contribution
	
	
	
	
	6.500,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other income
	
	
	result 31.12.2011:
	23.216,31

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total income
	
	
	
	
	29.716,31

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Website costs
	
	
	
	
	1.300,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Travel and  accommodation
	
	
	
	
	1.500,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Meetings expenses
	
	
	
	
	4.000,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Postage costs
	
	
	
	
	250,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank costs
	
	
	
	
	
	100,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total expenditure
	
	
	
	
	7.150,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Estimated Result
	
	
	per 31.12.2012:
	22.566,31
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Looking to the future

We are already preparing some workshops and conferences for 2012.

The 4th European Conference on Psychology and Visual Impairment (ECPVI) took place in March, in Heidelberg (Germany).
We are preparing the 7th International Conference for the East European countries. This conference will probably be held in Tajikistan, and in 2013 the conference will most likely be held in the Ukraine.

The 6th ICEVI Balkan Conference will take place in Cluj Napoca (Romania) from 27-29th June 2012. The theme is “New Developments in Educational Policies, Research and Practices in Visual Impairment”
website: http://psihoped.ubbcluj.ro/icevi/
The General Assembly of ICEVI will take place In November in Bangkok and will be organised in cooperation with the World Blind Union; a new form of cooperation. The theme is “Achieving our Vision through Empowerment and Partnerships. This General Assembly will be quite different to previous world conferences.

As you know the strategy of ICEVI is aimed at paying more attention to the developments in several sub regions.

In this context we can be happy that in 2012 much attention will be paid to the coming 8th ICEVI Conference in July 2013 in Istanbul, Turkey.

You are all gladly invited to make a contribution to this conference.
Members of the Board as of December 31st 2011
Mr. Hans Welling, chairman 
e-mail: hw@icevi-europe.org  
Mr. Peter Rodney, vice chairman, representing the Baltic and Nordic countries 

e-mail: pr@icevi-europe.org 
Mr. Eberhard Fuchs, treasurer and past chairman 
e-mail: ef@icevi-europe.org
Mrs. Mary Lee, secretary, representing the English speaking countries 

e-mail: ml@icevi-europe.org
Temporary replacement of the vacancy

Mr. Francis Boé and Mrs. Mira Goldschmidt, representing the French speaking countries francis.boe@free.fr  miragoldschmidt@gmail.com 

Mrs.  Ana Isabel Ruiz Lópes, representing the South European countries

e-mail: airl@icevi-europe.org
Mr. Dieter Feser, representing the German and Dutch speaking countries

e-mail: dieter.feser@nikolauspflege.de 
Mrs. Terezie Hradilkova, representing the Central European countries

e-mail: th@icevi-europe.org
Mrs. Liliya Plastunova, representing the East European countries

e-mail: lp@icevi-europe.org
Mrs. Betty Leotsakou, representing the Balkan countries

e-mail: bl@icevi-europe.org
ICEVI-SUBREGIONS of Europe

Baltic and Nordic Countries

· Denmark  Peter Rodney e-mail: pr@ibos.dk, pr@icevi-europe.org
· Estonia Mrs Anne Koiv e-mail: annekoiv@hot.ee
· Finland Mrs Tarja Hännikäinen E-mail: tarja.hannikainen@jynok.fi
· Iceland Mrs Huld Magnúsdóttir e-mail: huld@midstod.is
· Latvia Mrs Ligita Geida e-mail: ligitageida@apollo.lv
· Lithuania Mrs Grita Strankauskiene e-mail: kaunosim@gmail.com or grita.stran@gmail.com
· Norway Mrs Astrid K. Vik e-mail: Astrid.Vik@statped.no 
· Sweden Mr Anders Rönnbäck e-mail: anders.ronnback@spsm.se
English speaking Countries

· Ireland e-mail:  Mrs Audrey Farrelly audfar@hotmail.com
· United Kingdom e-mail: Mrs Nicola J. Crews MBE  nicola.crews@rnib.org.uk
Mr Steve McCall e mail: s.mccall@bham.ac.uk 
Mrs Janis Sugden e-mail: janis.sugden@ed.ac.uk 

· Israel Mrs Nurit Neustadt-Noy e-mail: nuritnoy@macam.ac.il
French speaking Countries

· Belgium Mrs Violaine Van Cutsem (French speaking) e-mail: violainevancutsem@hotmail.com
· France  Mr Francis Boe-mail: francis.boe@free.fr  
Mrs Marie Renée Hector e-mail: mrhector@noos.fr
Mrs Nathalie Lewi Dumont  e-mail: nathalielewi@gmail.com
Mrs.Michelle Collat (French speaking) e-mail: mcollat@aol.com
South European Countries

· Italy Mrs Daniela Floriduz e-mail: dfloriduz@gmail.com, copy to inter@uiciechi.it
· Portugal Mrs Leonor Moniz-Pereira e-mail: lmpereira@fmh.utl.pt
· Spain Mrs Ana Isabel Ruiz Lópes e-mail: airl@once.es 
Mrs Elena Gastón Lópes e-mail: egl@once.es
· Andorra Mrs Mariona Carbonell del Castillo e-mail: mariona.carbonell@gmail.com, school: eensm@andorra.ad
· Monaco 
· San Marino

German and Dutch speaking Countries

· Austria Mrs Gerti Jaritz-Tschinkel e-mail: vsbp@gmx.at 
· Belgium (Dutch speaking) Mrs. Eliane Bonamie (German and Dutch speaking) e-mail: Eliane.bonamie@mpi-spermalie.be
Mrs Violaine Van Cutsem (French speaking) e-mail: violainevancutsem@hotmail.com
· Germany Dr. Elke Wagner, e-mail: elke.wagner@nikolauspflege.de 
· The Netherlands Mrs. Carina Poels e-mail: carinapoels@visio.org 
· Switzerland (German speaking) Mr. Christian Niederhauser (German speaking) e-mail: c.niederhauser@blindenschule.ch
Mrs. Mira Goldschmidt  , e-mail miragoldschmidt@gmail.com   (French speaking) E-mail: cphv7@bluewin.ch
· Lichtenstein 
· Luxemburg (German speaking) Mr Frank Groben e-mail: frank.groben@idv.etat.lu 
· South Tirol (Italy) (German speaking) Mrs Elisabeth Gitzl e-mail: info@blindenzentrum.bz.it 

Central European Countries

· Czech Republic Mrs Ema Gallová e-mail: ema.gallova@seznam.cz
· Hungary Mrs Krisztina Kovacs e-mail: kkovacs@barczi.elte.hu
· Poland Mrs Graszyna Walczak e-mail: grawal20@wp.pl
· Slovak Republic Mrs Elena Mendelova e-mail: mendelova@fmph.uniba.sk
· Slovenia Damijana Dusak e-mail: damijana.dusak@guest.arnes.si
East European Countries

· Armenia Mr. Aleksan Aharonyan e-mail: specschool14@yandex.ru
· Azerbaijan Mrs Yelena Filippova e-mail: ccp@aseurotel.com
· Belarus Mr Vladimir Gordeiko e-mail: gordeiko@tut.by
· Georgia 

· Kazakhstan Mrs Karlygash (Klara) Rakisheva e-mail: klara_help@mail.ru
· Moldova Larisa Celan E-mail: celanlarisa@moldovacc.md
· Russia Mrs Natalia Belyakova e-mail: belyakova.n@mail.ru or vlp_2004@yahoo.com 

· Ukraine Mrs Evgeniya Synyova (Dr.) e-mail: ev_sineva@hotmail.com 
Mrs Vira Remazhevska (Ph.D.) e-mail: lewenia@hotmail.com
· Tajikistan Mr. Tengniev Kholmakhmad Аhmadovich e-mail: tbu-tajiknet@mail.ru
Balkan Countries

· Albania Mrs Tatjana Cadri e-mail: ramatina@adanet.net
· Bosnia and Herzegovina 

· Bulgaria Mr Vladimir Radoulov e-mail: radoulov@fnpp.uni-sofia.bg
· Croatia Mrs Marijana Konkoli Zdesic e-mail: marijana@malidom.hr
· Cyprus Mrs Maria Kyriacou e-mail: pot@logos.cy.net 
· FYROM  Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia Mrs Elena Hristova e-mail: hristova_e@yahoo.com
· Greece Mr. Vassilis Argyropoulos e-mail: vassargi@uth.gr
· Montenegro 

· Romania Mr Vasile Liviu Preda e-mail: vpreda@hiphi.ubbcluj.ro 
Mrs Andrea Hathazi e-mail: ahathazi@yahoo.com
· Turkey Mrs. HALE AKSUNA ERGENC (Assist. Prof. Dr.) e-mail: haleaksunaergenc@gmail.com, haleergenc@hotmail.com 
Mrs. Emine AYYILDIZ e-mail: ayyildizemine@yahoo.com 
Mrs. Songül Atasavun Uysal (PT, MsC) e-mail: songula@hacettepe.edu.tr
· Serbia Mrs. Aleksandra Grbovi e-mail: sgrbovic@ptt.rs 
PAGE  
1

