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Herewith I present the annual report 2014 of ICEVI-Europe.
2014 has been a year in transition in which great attention has been paid to clearly defining the strategy of the organization, as well as, enhancing its cooperation with existing partners and new external organizations.  The Board of ICEVI-Europe spent two full working days at its Board Meeting in Bordeaux, France, holding working group sessions and thorough discussion in order to develop a Strategy and Plan of Action for the next coming years; this would enable the organization to reach its desired future state and realize its vision.

Various activities that took place this year exemplify how we remain true to our mission of promoting the education and rehabilitation opportunities for people with visual impairment.   ICEVI-Europe took its cooperation with the European Blind Union (EBU) one step further.  We have commenced collaboration with EBU on an initiative concerning Early Intervention focusing on children as an individual case, parents and the newly blinded.  Both organizations agreed to draw up a joint paper on education and developmental policy/guidance for parents in the upcoming year.  Furthermore, ICEVI-Europe was invited to participate in the Board Meeting of the EUROPEAN BLIND UNION which was held in Larnaca, Cyprus on June 6th – 8th 2014. The Past President of ICEVI Europe, Hans Welling, our Vice-President, Klaus Hoem and I, had prepared and presented a Memorandum of Understanding based on common areas and topics that the two organizations can actively work on together to achieve mutual benefits.  We look forward to finalizing and officially signing the MOU at the EBU 10TH General Assembly in London, October 2015.
ICEVI-Europe became a signatory partner in the 2014 Manifesto of the European Coalition of Vision (ECV), which promotes Eye Health and Vision.  ECV held a Launch event celebrating its launch as an alliance and the signing of its Manifesto on February 4, 2014 at the European Parliament in Strasbourg.  As an act of furthering its cooperation, ICEVI-Europe was invited to participate at the ECV Board Meeting on October 8-9, 2014 in Brussels in light of The World Sight Days Events, celebrating the development and promotion of a European vision and eye health indicator. Members of the ECV presented in the European Parliament with an information stand on preventable blindness, raising awareness of vision and eye health by screening MEP’s.

At the same time with flourishing existing cooperations, ICEVI-Europe strives to embark on building new partnerships with key external organizations, one of which is Aleh, The Society of Blind and Dyslexic Students in Israel.  On February 19-25 2014, ICEVI-Europe had the distinct honor to be invited as a Guest Speaker by Aleh Society to attend a ceremony at the Hannah Harduf Visuality and Amity Foundation and give its blessing.  The nature of the ceremony centered on education for the visually impaired, wherein 250 blind participants attended and were congratulated by the President of the National Court and Executive Director of the Ministry of Welfare in Israel.  Many scholarships were also awarded to select blind and visually impaired students during this ceremony.
We continued ongoing discussions regarding cooperation with VBS in Germany and GPEEA in France for organizing together common conferences in these sub regions.
It is the Board’s hope that you will read this annual report with interest and that it will encourage you to cooperate with colleagues in and beyond Europe.  We happily welcome your feedback and suggestions.
 
The board would like to thank all who have contributed to ICEVI activities in 2014 and we hope you will all continue to participate in 2015.
 
This report is approved by the general meeting and conforms to art.17 of the Articles of Association, on 7 September 2015.  
Athens, Greece 2 October 2015
On behalf of the Board,

Betty Leotsakou
President
www.icevi-europe.org
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Report from the board
Report from the Board
In this report you will read that several conferences and workshops have taken place in 2014.  2014 marked a year in which a lot of interesting projects and programs began across Europe with regards to Tactile Books and education in general for children and youth with visual impairment.  Moreover, you will become familiar with the ongoing training courses for teachers who work with the visually impaired.
In March 26-27 2014, the first VBS Congress Committee meeting was held in Graz, concerning the organization and preparations for the upcoming joint VBS/ICEVI-Europe Conference in 2016.  The theme of the conference would be “Perspectives in Dialogue.”  As a way of further stimulating and mobilizing the Contact Persons, ICEVI-Europe provided a Letter of Authorization to our National Contact Person of Austria, Mrs. Gertrude Jaritz, allowing her to attend this preporatory meeting representing ICEVI-Europe, having a seat with voting rights.  Moreover, in November 26, 2014 the second VBS Conference Preparatory Meeting took place in Berlin.  I, as President of ICEVI-Europe, and Mr. Dieter Feser, Chairman of VBS and ICEVI-Europe Board Member representing the German and Dutch speaking Countries subregion, attended this meeting and discussed with all members of the Congress Committee the progress of the conference preparations which included but were not limited to the following: involvement of the University Partners, status of ICEVI-Europe as a Partner, Promotional Activities, Financial Situation, Composition and Role of Program Committee etc.
In November 20-21 2014, the 5th European Conference on Psychology and Visual Impairment (ECPVI 2014) was successfully held in Bratislava, Slovakia.  It was organized by ICEVI-Europe in cooperation with the Slovak Blind and Partially Sighted Union and the Faculty of Education, Comenius University in Bratislava.  The conference was organized within the Science and Technology Week in the Slovak Republic.  Distinguished researchers, psychologists, health, social care and education professionals attended the conference from various European Countries meeting in order to exchange knowledge, information and best practices regarding people with visual impairments in the psychological context.  You are strongly encouraged to visit the following website in order to become familiar with and download information concerning the conference outcomes such as a printable and accessible book of abstracts, as well as, material pertaining to keynote speeches, workshops and plenary sessions  http://www.unss.sk/ecpvi/
Three issues of the newsletter were published in 2014 and important information could also be read on the website of ICEVI-Europe www.icevi-europe.org
The following noteworthy events have taken place in 2014 :

29 January - 1 February 2014

The Assistive Technology Industry Association Annual Conference 2014, Orlando, FL. (U.S.A)
web: www.afb.org
30 March - 3 April 2014

11th International Conference on Low Vision Melbourne (Australia)
web: http://vision2014.org
3-4 April 2014

International scientific-practical conference "Adaptive technologies in cultural institutions as means of engaging visually impaired persons in the art of music", St.-Petersburg (Russia)
web: http://gbs.spb.ru
8-9 April 2014

Funka Nu Accessibility Days, Stockholm (Sweden)
web: www.funkanu.com
e-mail: stefanie.thott@funkanu.se
14-17 May 2014

UNESCO International Research and Practice Conference 
Theme: “INCLUSIVE EDUCATION FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES: TO LEARN AND LIVE TOGETHER”, Kazan (the Republic of Tatarstan, Russia)

12 June 2014

Vision UK 2014 conference, London (UK)
web: www.vision2020uk.org.uk
e-mail: catherine.reisima@rnib.org.uk
9-11 July 2014

International Conference on Computers Helping People with Special Needs, Saint-Denis (France)
preconference July 7-8 2014
web: www.icchp.org
9-10 October 2014

Conference "Challenges in Visual Rehabilitation", Rehabilitation Centre "De Markgrave", Antwerpe (Belgium) 
Web: www.demarkgrave.be 
E-mail: info@demarkgrave.be
27-28 October 2014

Seminar in Mathematics for Learners with Visual Impairment and Learners with MDVI, Helsinki (Finland) 
Web: www.blindskolan.fi 
E-mail: josefin.holmkvist@blindskolan.fi
20-21 November 2014

ECPVI 2014: 5th European Conference on Psychology and Visual Impairment, Bratislava (Slovakia)
Web: http://www.unss.sk/ecpvi/
E-mail: ecpvi@unss.sk
21-23 November 2014

TifloInnova 2014: the International Exhibition of Assistive Technology for people with Visual Disabilities, ONCE "Sports and Cultural Centre", Madrid (Spain) 
Web: http://tifloinnova.once.es or www.tifloinnova.once.es 
E-mail: tifloinnova@once.es
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Report from the Baltic and Nordic countries by Klaus Hoem
	S.

No
	Area of Reference
	Description

	1
	Regional  and Sub-regional committee meetings conducted, if any
	We conducted a Nordic-Baltic subregional meeting in Riga, Latvia on April 10th- April 11th.

	2
	Seminars, workshops, capacity building programmes, if any conducted during the reporting period

	Finland:

“Power from Network!” Finland, January 2015: Annual national meeting by professionals working with visual impairment. Specific meeting for professionals working with school and study years and the other day for theme “towards employment”. 

Design and implementation of subject specific tactile pictures. Project is conducted in co-operation with Onerva’s consulting teachers and with Celia – National Library for the Blind - learning material designers. The tactiles pictures are selected considering the national curriculum. The added value, which the picture brings to visually impaired student, is emphasized. The pictures can be used independently. They are not paired with any publisher. More information: www.celia.fi and www.onerva.fi
Iceland: 

The National Institute in Iceland held a workshop on use and making of tactile books. This workshop was for teachers of children with multi disability and visual impairment. The workshop was well received and has since then been held again because teachers has shown this subject a lot of interest. 

Development of Braille teaching through Skype: Since Iceland population is scattered across the country the Institute has been experimenting with teaching Braille through Skype. This work has caused that more visually impaired individuals have shown interest in learning 

The National Institute received funding to develop a beginners material in math for blind and visually impaired students. The work is in progress and it’s estimated that the work will be finished soon and ready for students starting elementary school in the fall of 2015.

Norway:
1. “Master in Vision rehabilitation”. This master is a collaboration between Buskerud and Vestfold University College, Faculty of Health and Sciences and Gothenburg University, Faculty of Education. The degree was developed in collaboration with Statped (The National Support System for Special Needs Education, South East region), University of Copenhagen (Kennedy Center and Glostrup Hospital) and IBOS in Denmark.  The master degree is not only for teachers, but is a multi-disciplinary study for everyone with a bachelor degree interested in vision rehabilitation. 
The whole program is (120 ECTS). This is equivalent to two years full-time or four years part-time study. Currently only a part-time study is offered. The study is paid for by state funding –so no school fee. We currently have 17 registered students in the program
2. Master program, a collaboration between Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU; Trondheim) and Statped (The Norwegian Support System for Special Needs Education). The study is divided in two, each of 60 ECTS. A bachelor degree including a minimum of 60 ECTS of pedagogy is a prerequisite. The funding is private, paid by the student or his institution.
Sweden:

A NOVIR seminar was held in Stockholm, Sweden, in March 2015 arranged by the National Agency for Special Needs Education and Schools, Resource Centre Vision. NOVIR is a Nordic network of institutions in de field of education of visually impaired.  The theme for the seminar was “Braille and Tactile Reading from a Literacy Perspective”. Delegates representing resource centers and special schools in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden attended the seminar and shared their knowledge through lectures on the subject Braille and Literacy. 
Denmark:
The Institute for the Blind and Partially Sighted (IBOS) has during 2014 been working on establishing a module under The Diploma Programme in acquired brain injuries and visual impairment. The purpose of this module is to provide students with knowledge about brain development, structure and function and cognitive dysfunctions that occur as a result of an acquired brain injury, especially focusing on visual difficulties. On this base the module focuses on the subsequent rehabilitation, where the student will gain knowledge on methods of investigation, testing and observations in order to conduct a professional, qualified and differentiated neurons educational effort. The module is now open and has run for the first time in spring 2015. 
The module is a collaboration with The University Collage South Denmark under the pedagogical diploma in special education. The Diploma Programme is a continuing education at the undergraduate level, and each module ends with an exam. For further information, please contact Rikke Hellberg, rhp@ibos.dk 

	3
	Publications from the Region, that may be of interest to the viewers of ICEVI website
	Norway:

Myklebust, Arnulf , PhD thesis, 2014: “Visual Function in Premature Children”, University of Reading UK, School of Psychology and Clinical Language Sciences

	4
	Forthcoming events from the region for the next six months
	Iceland:

The National Institute is participating in a project which is led by the University of Iceland. The project is called Sound of Vision. The goal is to make 3D equipment based on sound and touch. One of the responsibilities of the Institute will be to test this technique/equipment.

	5
	Any other information such as research, best practices, etc., from the region
	Finland:
Onerva, Center for Learning and Consulting, Onerva Mäki School is in the middle of changes. 
New National Valteri – center

From 1.2.2015 all national “state service centers for special needs” have been administratively merged to one Valteri –center. New Valteri – center has born and it will officially start its function 1st of August 2015. The procedure of choosing new principal is in the process. 

So from now on Onerva is one unit among Valteri; www.valteri.fi / English. (At the beginning of 2013, Jyväskylä School for the Visually Impaired and Haukkaran​ta School merged into Onerva Centre for Learning and Consulting). 

Situation is not totally new for Onerva, because all six national centers have had a close cooperation and common aims and projects etc. for years. 

New Onerva Building is in the process – expected to be ready January 2016.

An innovative learning and working environment that enables functionality, activeness and the application of new technology. New space arrangements and new ways to use spaces have been created for the learning and working premises, in compliance with modern ideas on learning. The integration and presence of new technology in daily school life supports pupils’ networking with peer groups and promotes the utilization of information networks in teaching. Accessibility refers to the suitability of the premises for everyone, irre​spective of the nature of support needed. 

http://oppimaisema.fi/index.php?id=312&project_id=320 http://www.onerva.fi/rakennusblogi/ 

Iceland:

The National Institute has gathered information about the number of blind and visually impaired and deafblind individuals in Iceland that are at employment age and are employed or engaged in any kind of meaningful activities. For further information send email to midstod@midstod.is
Norway:

Abstract:  Visual Function in Premature Children
By Arnulf Myklebust, PhD thesis, 2014
Due to advances in prenatal and neonatal medicine, there has been an improved survival rate of premature children over the past decades. Unfortunately, the most premature children have poor neurological and cognitive prognoses. The aetiology for the high proportion of learning disabilities in very premature children, is however often unknown (Grunau R, 2002; Litt, Taylor, Klein, & Hack, 2005). There has been increased awareness of visual problems in premature children, and of visual problems related to learning and reading. The studies reported in this thesis address the development of visual function as well as reading ability in premature children.

A series of visual functions, cognitive- and reading ability were evaluated in a group of typical Norwegian children (n= 87) in order to provide developmental trajectories for these functions. This group acted as the control group for a group of premature children (n= 37), of whom the majority (n= 25) came from an established cohort of extremely premature children from the National Hospital in Oslo. Finally, an intervention study for treatment of binocular visual problems for a subgroup of premature and typical children (n= 27) was executed.

Even when controlling for age, gender and cognitive ability, visual functions were generally weaker in the premature group. Deficiencies found in this group showed patterns that can be related to close work in one plane; a Planar component, and to focusing and binocular abilities; a Depth component. We have shown that convergence and fusion at close distances, which might interfere with near work, can be trained. There is also a possible improvement in ability to detect coherent motion as a result of this training. This ability might relate to learning and reading (Sigmundsson, Anholt, & Talcott, 2010; Stein, 2001). Thus more comprehensive visual examinations and treatment of deficiencies could lead to improved learning abilities in premature children. 


Gathered by Klaus Høm, vice-president ICEVI Europe, representing the sub region Nordic and Baltic countries
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Report from the English speaking countries by Steve McCall
1. New ICEVI representative for Scotland 

Dr John Ravenscroft has succeeded Mary Lee as the ICEVI representative for Scotland.  Before her retirement, Mary served for many years as an active member of the ICEVI Europe board and was editor of the ICEVI Europe newsletter.  John Ravenscroft is Deputy Head of the Moray House School of Education, University of Edinburgh, and has worked for many years in teaching and research relating to education and visual impairment. He is a regular contributor to ICEVI conferences and is coordinator of the Scottish Sensory Centre where many useful education resources for teachers of the VI are available www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk
2. Israel 

In 2014 The Aleh Society hosted a visit by ICEVI Europe Chair Mrs Betty Leotsakou.  The Aleh Society was established in 1990 and supports over 450 students with VI in universities and colleges in Israel. 
The successful visit will pave the way for future collaboration and contributors from Israel who will be featured prominently in the ICEAPVI Conference in Athens in February 2015, with very successful contributions from ALEH and from Yael Weisz-Rind from Ofek Liyladenu (Israel National Association of Parents of Children with Visual Impairments).
3.  England 

ICEVI global 

A successful meeting of the ICEVI World Council will be held in London in April 2015 where a proposed structural reorganisation of the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment and its regions will be discussed.

4. United Kingdom Online Training developments 

Teaching literacy through Braille to Children 

The Royal National Institute for the Blind has developed an online training course for teachers of the visually impaired about teaching children to read and write through Braille. It covers a range of areas including pre Braille, early reading and writing, improving Braille fluency and late beginners through Braille and has modules on areas such as Braille technology and Braille for children with learning difficulties.  It was successfully piloted with twenty teachers in the UK in 2014-15 and will be available again in October 2015. Applications from teachers in Europe are welcome. The cost of the programme is around £600 and involves around 80 hours of work and costs £600 (around 825 Euros).

Visual Impairment and complex needs

The RNIB has recently released an updated version of their website that includes a freely accessible range of resources for teachers working with children with VI who have complex needs.

http://www.rnib.org.uk/services-we-offer/advice-professionals/education-professionals/complexneeds
It includes an online version of the very successful resource for teachers and professionals to help them support children with visual impairment and autism spectrum disorder. 

The RNIB is also developing an online tool for teachers of the visually impaired to guide decisions about selecting the appropriate literacy media for students with visual impairments. It will be particularly helpful teachers to evidence and justify the often difficult decisions about whether children who have very low vision should learn through print, Braille, or a combination of print and Braille. It will build on the work of the Learning Media Assessment developed in the USA by Kay Holbrook and her colleagues.   The programme will be available to teachers in the UK from November 2015. 

5. UEB Braille

 2014 has seen the successful transition in schools and education support services in the UK from Standard English Braille (SEB) to Unified English Braille (UEB). This required extensive training for teachers and the modification of Braille training materials. Further information can be seen on the UKAAFF website 

http://www.ukaaf.org/braille/ueb/
Steve McCall
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Report from French speaking countries by Nathalie Lewi-Dumont
	S.

No
	Area of Reference
	Description

	1
	Seminars, workshops, capacity building programmes, if any conducted during the reporting period
	France

March 31st, Paris: 8ème Forum européen de l'accessibilité numérique. L'utilisateur handicapé au coeur de l'accessibilité numérique (”Handicaped user within technological access”).
May 12:  Ariba spring congress, Paris Longévité et malvoyance: modalités de prise en charge (“Visual impairment and aging: undertaking modalities”).
July 5-8, Paris 8 University, Saint Denis. International summer school on accessibility of sciences, mathematics, technology. The aim of this school for visually impaired students from several countries was to discover adapted technologies for maths, statistics and sciences
ALFPHV: October 3-4, Paris

"Les potentialités dans tous ses états!-transmission,filiation et déficience visuelle." ("Potentials in all their conditions : transmission, filiation and visual impairment")
October 9, 10, 11: GPEAA conference (teachers and educators for VI: Ensemble depuis 1964? Construisons l’avenir (“Together since 1964: Let‘s build the future”).
12/13 November, Lyon: FISAF Seminar: entre complexité et limites, quelles perspectives pour l'accompagnement des personnes avec handicap associé? "Between complexity and limits which perspective for accompanying multiply disabled persons? "


	2.
	ICEVI collaborative work with national governments within the region
	In Switzerland, UCBA (http://www.szb.ch: site in French, German, Italian and English) heads a national campaign about low vision, in order to improve quality of life. With the slogan: Seeing badly, living well, it’s possible, this campaign will last 2 years and aims to spread information about low vision counseling and rehabilitation offers which exist in Switzerland.  Two websites can be consulted: http://www.tactuel.ch (in French and German) and http://www.malvoir-bienvivre.ch/home/ (in French, German, and Italian).

UCBA started, in 2014, a report about children and youngsters with VI and their schooling, which will be updated in 14-15.

	3.
	Publications from the Region, that may be of interest to the viewers of ICEVI website
	L’OEuvre nationale des aveugles (National Association for the Blind) (Belgium) has a new magazine Eclairage (Lightening). The n° 1 (September 2014) gives a history of this association since its creation. (http://ona.be)

Les doigts qui rêvent (Publisher “Dreaming fingers”, Talant, France) continues his international work, publishing tactile books for children, he also publishes a yearly review, Terra haptica, which from 2014 will be in French and English, and continues to propose in French historical books about blindness or to translate research books which never have been translated into French before (Fraiberg, Millar…), and also pedagogical books translated into French.

http://www.ldqr.org (website in French and English)



	4.
	Forthcoming events from the region for the next six months
	May 11th: Paris. Ariba 19th spring congress, Visual impairments; medical and socio medical aspects.

June 4-6: Bordeaux. ALPHV (Psychologists for VI) : When listening to VI people brings us to think our practice beyond our field

June 5th, Paris: EyeSchool ending meeting (http://www.eyeschool.fr) Eye School is a software which should help high school and college VI students to  know what is written on the board and to take notes on their computer.

June 8-11. Braillenet Association, 9è forum européen de l’accessibiltié numérique: Digital technology for a better access to knowledge
http://inova.snv.jussieu.fr/evenements/colloques/colloques/85_index_en.html
June 4-6th, Bordeaux – APLHV seminar (association of french speaking psychologists for VI people) "Aux bords du cadre -Quand l'écoute des personnes Déficientes Visuelles nous amène à penser nos pratiques au-delà du champ.- Questions qui se posent et comment les résoudre ("On the edge of the framework". When  listening to VI people brings us to think our practice beyond our field: issues and how to address them".

June 11, Paris: General Assembly of ANPEA (French blind and low vision children parents’ association)
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Report from the South European countries by Ana Isabel Ruiz López

In 2014 the southern European subregion has made some changes in the contact person, who, at the end of 2014, where:

· Italy: Maria Mencarini of IRIFOR

· Andorra: Mariona Carbonell

· Portugal: Leonor Monitz Pereira

· Spain: Ana Isabel Ruiz López and Elena Gastón 

· It has been impossible for the moment to have one from Malta, San Marino or Monaco.

We have kept in touch with the contact persons through e-mail, informing them about meetings and events that have taken place.

We are still facing the same problems we have talked about many times: all of the countries in our subregion have different languages and most people in them don’t speak English or any other common language; all of the countries are immerse in a big economical crisis and they don’t have money to participate in different events; the contact persons are not always involved enough or don’t represent the majority of the professionals in the country; and, finally, we don’t find any contact person in some of the countries.

INFORMATION FROM OUR COUNTRIES:

Spain:

ONCE’s Website includes information about ICEVI, and Spanish versions of The Educator and the newsletter.

5 visually impaired students from Italy participated in the summer camp that ONCE offers to learn English in its Resource Centre in Pontevedra during the summer holidays. 

In the school year 2014-15 three students from Portugal are studying in the Physiotherapy College of ONCE.

Andorra:

The contact person wrote write the experience for the newsletter with the title “The music, a path to social inclusion” and it was published in the newsletter.

Italy:

The president of the Unione Italiana dei ciechi e degli ipovidenti wrote us a letter in which he explained that, considering the extended scope of the ICEVI-Europe also including rehabilitation now, they decided to propose the role of contact person to the Institute for Research, Training and Rehabilitation to replace them and step in as Italian representative organization within ICEVI Europe with effect from 2015. 

IRIFOR has accepted their proposal and appointed Ms Maria Mencarini as its representative within ICEVI Europe. 

Before that, Salvatore Romano, Member of the national Board in charge of Educational Issues of the Italian Union of the Blind and Partially Sighted, sent us their annual report:

Italy – 2014 activity report

· On 17-18 October 2014 the Italian Union of the Blind and Partially Sighted (UICI) held a national conference on “The inclusive schooling of visually disabled persons: from present concerns to future hopeful perspectives” held in Manfredonia (near  Foggia)
· 22 summer camps were organized by UICI and the Institute for Research, Training and Rehabilitation of persons with visual disabilities (IRIFOR). The camps welcomed more than 450 blind and partially sighted children, with about 50% of them affected by additional disabilities. 
· IRIFOR organized various training courses for class teachers and support teachers to improve their capacity to work with students with a visual impairment.
   

· Parental counseling and school counseling are regularly provided for by the blindness-specific expert advisory centers for the education of persons with visual disabilities run by the National Library for the Blind and the National Federation of Institutions for the Blind. Also numerous UICI branches provide this kind of advice locally.
· UICI continued its activities within the National Observatory on the inclusion of students with disabilities at the Italian Ministry of School and University Education and Research. The UICI participates in the work of the Observatory as a member of the Consultative Council of the Associations of Persons with Disabilities and as the representative of FAND (Federation of National Associations of Persons with Disabilities) in the Observatory’s Scientific and Technical Committee.  UICI also contributed to the drafting of the legislative proposal on the improvement of the quality of inclusive schooling of students with disabilities submitted to the attention of our Ministry of Education this year. In particular, the legislative proposal provides for:

· the establishment  of  a specific university curriculum for support teachers leading to a qualification allowing them to exclusively work in  this role, 

· mandatory training for teachers with  a student with disability in their class on how to receive a student with disability, 

· the establishment of Regional Inter-institutional Working Groups on inclusive schooling of students with disabilities in order to better coordinate at national level the measures taken at local level,

· the prohibition, on penalty of nullity, of contracts for the purchase of digital goods and services for school use, whenever the contracts do not provide for the compliance of those goods and services with the technical  rules that ensure the accessibility of digital systems, 

· The prohibition for schools to adopt digital textbooks which are not accessible with assistive technologies.
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Report from the German and Dutch speaking countries by Dieter Feser
Last year VBS was organizing several conferences and meetings to deal with Inclusion and the implication for education and vocational training. 
Meeting with Dieter Feser and the ICEVI contact persons of the Dutch and German speaking Countries. 
On December 3rd and 4th we held a meeting for the ICEVI Dutch and German speaking contact persons in Amsterdam. Not everybody could attend. Dieter Feser and Dr. Elke Wagner from Germany, Carina Poels from The Netherlands, Gerti Jaritz from Austria and Christian Niederhauser from Switzerland attended the meeting.  

First there was an exchange of the tasks that the contact persons have in their countries related with ICEVI. We all received direct questions through ICEVI and questions related to blindness and vision impairment from individuals in Europe and abroad. Those questions we either answered directly or we referred them to the appropriate institutions or professionals. 
Second we wanted to find out if it is possible to combine the work of the different professional associations for the blind and visually impaired in our countries and ICEVI in general. 
Our suggestion was to evaluate whether it is possible to combine the associations at conferences. The first step has already been made, because at the VBS Conference in Graz in August of 2016 Betty Leotsakou as President of ICEVI_Europe will be attending the conference and make a short presentation about ICEVI Europe. Also we would like to have a meeting of the Dutch and German speaking contact persons with the ICEVI board members who will attend the conference in Graz. This would be a good platform to exchange information about duties and goals of the contact persons in their countries. 
Also it would be a good idea to encourage professionals in our countries to publish in the ICEVI Newsletter as well as in the German Journal: Blind Sehbehindert. 

We all agreed to take these ideas and suggestions to the board meetings in our countries in 2015. 
The meeting was very informative and the exchange of ideas is always very fruitful. All participants stated that it would be profitable to have a meeting like this on a regular basis. 
Dr. Elke Wagner, Stuttgart, Nikolauspflege 
There were two meetings from the Congress Committee in preparation for the VBS Congress 2016 in Graz. One took place in Graz on March 20th, 2014 and one in Berlin on November 26th, 2014, where Betty Leotsakou has been present as cooperation partner ICEVI.

Best Regards

Dieter Feser
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Report from East European countries by Liliya Plastunova

Ukraine

The funds for conferences have been cut down past year and also reduced some colleagues with whom we cooperate. But there was a lot of work on the creation of modern textbooks for the schools for visually impaired children. There was a lot of demarches on patriotic education and began work on a large-scale cooperation with ophthalmologists.  We develop cooperation with Polish Universities and programs to improve the skills of university teachers. There were not international conferences due to the high rate of exchange. 

We continue to maintain special education and also inclusive on the parent’s request. It is widely distributed integrated teaching for visually impaired in public schools that requires a serious scientific and methodological support.

Evgenija Sinjeva, contact person from Ukraine

Moldova

1. The National Center of Rehabilitation and Information Society had passed a rehabilitation courses for 30 blind people.
In partnership with the regional libraries the training courses for 120 blind and visually impaired was conducted.
2. 28-31 August 2014 the Republican competition in fast drafts have been held; it involved 80 visual disabilities from 25 regions.
3. 29-31 July 2014 The second edition of the national competitions in fishing have been held. Attended 96 participants.
4. 26-29 June 2014 National Championships on tourism have been held, attended 250 participated in 11 sports competitions.
5. During 2014 there were 2 BUM and one Republican Festival of amateur and folk artists with the participation of 300 people in 10 nominations.
6. BUM supported for the implementation of 13projeks for visually impaired people in growing quail, beekeeping, growing flowers and vegetables, mushrooms, cultivation of walnut orchards and others.
7. In cooperation with the agency for employment were trained 25 blind and visually impaired in Classic and Thai massage. These participants have got jobs.


8. BUM were donated books in Braille for the district libraries.BUM includes 38 regional organizations, the number of blind and visually impaired members is 8,300. 

Celan Larisa, contact person from Moldova

Belarusia 

Take part in the conference “5th European Conference on Psychology and Visual Impairment Bratislava - Slovakia 2014 in October, Bratislava. Contacts with Mrs. Glazova Mamouka,

1. International contacts with Dario Salerni (Italy) and George Dimitrakopoulos (Greece) concerning the helps to VI.

2. 3 days meeting in Minsk in December with Egorov P.R. from Yakutsk Center of Rehabilitation of VI students in Yakutsk University (Russia).

3. Open the Branch of the Department of psychology of Belarusian State Pedagogical University (BSPU) - in Molodechno special secondary boarding-school for blind and visually impaired children (Volinca str., 6). Visit to Molodechno.

4. Implementation of the Belarusian speech synthesizers into the education process of Molodechno special secondary boarding-school for blind and visually impaired children (Volinca str., 6). (UIIP, June – December)

5. Activities together with the Department of special education of BSPU (Gaidukevich Svetlana: gaidukevich.s@mail.ru, Gordeiko Vlad: gordeiko@tut.by).

6. Activities together with the Minsk Association of parents of VI children (Kukhareva Lyudmila).

7. Organize the GSM system with oral navigation for the mobile phone for the VI in Brest region. (May – September)

Contact person George Losik

Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan, Astana, was held a forum "Civil society and the challenges of our time. Kazakhstan 2050" The main mission - to be among the 30 developed countries. Rehabilitation Center for children with visual impairment "I believe in you" took part in this forum. Held a working meeting with the Ministers of Health and Education.

In Astana held "Human Rights School" by the support of the Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and the National Fund.

Main topics: - The freedom rights; - Collection and dissemination of information, - Access to justice. Centre for children with visual impairment "I believe in you" took part.

It has been an open dialogue of NGOs and Akimat of Mangistau region "Main topics:

The development of corporate social responsibility, - Informing the public on the implementation of social infrastructure projects. Centre for children with visual impairment "I Believe in You" also attended.
At the end of the year in the category of "good heart" Our organization was awarded a statuette and a Diploma.

United Nations Development Programme in cooperation with the regional program "Enhancing opportunities and achieve sustainable development in the social and economic modernization" announced a grant competition. We have drafted a "I want to learn!". 

2014 year-year of the Kazakhstan People Assembly, our teachers together with v.i.children sewed costumes and prepare national dishes. The Center was held the national days.

The psychologists’ festival was held in Ust-Kamenogorsk. Training topics: - The organization of the space of psychological support "; - A hyperactive child; - Settlement of disputes; - Particularly communications with persons with disabilities; - Abuse by teenagers. Children with visual impairment attending the regional philharmonic/

Klara Rakisheva, Contact person from Kazakhstan

Russian Federation

September 4, 2014 Roundtable "Blind and visually impaired in the modern information space," the Republic of Buryatia. Goal: exchange of experience on the implementation and application of modern information technologies for the social integration of the visually impaired.

The event was held at the initiative of the Rehabilitation Centre for the Visually Impaired "Camerata", Nizhny Novgorod; State University named by N.I. Lobachevsky, Nizhny Novgorod; Regional public organization of disabled people with visual impairments "Iridescent World", the Republic of Buryatia.

The program is implemented by the support of Ministry of Economic Development of Russian Federation. Participants: professionals who work with visually impaired people in Nizhny Novgorod and Republic of Buryatia.

September 9, 2014, Irkutsk. Inter-regional round table "The role of adaptive IT-technologies in the socialization of the visually impaired." It was discussed issues of computer literacy of visually impaired people; round table was organized on the basis of the Irkutsk regional college of teacher education.

December 7-8, Yakutia. Scientific-practical conference "Organization of inclusive education in Neryungri region." The event was held within the framework of the Decade of Persons with Disabilities and II All-Russian Forum-marathon "Child Protection" in Neryungri on the initiative of the National Rehabilitation Centre "SUVAG." The conference brought together 120 experts from 48 institutions of the district:

Tsindyma Boyko, contact person from Russian Federation

Liliya Plastunova

Representative on EE Countries

lp@icevi-europe.org
[image: image9.png]



 Report from the Balkan countries by Andrea Hathazi
	S.

No
	Area of Reference
	Description

	1
	Regional  and Sub-regional committee meetings conducted, if any
	Greece

The kick-off meeting of the BAGMIVI project will be held in Athens, Greece, February 10-11, 2015.

International Conference on Enabling Access 
for Persons with Visual Impairment, February 12-14, 2015, Athens, Greece.  The partners are from Greece, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, France and ICEVI-Europe.
Serbia

8th  International scientific conference, Special education and rehabilitation today, University of Belgrade, Faculty of Special Education and Rehabilitation. 7-9 November, 2014.

III International scientific conference „Special education and rehabilitation – Adult persons with disabilities“,  University of Belgrade, Faculty of Special Education and rehabilitation and Department of Special education and rehabilitation of People with Motor Disorders, Serbia 2014.
Cyprus

June 2014: meeting with ICEVI president in Nicosia (all ICEVI members in Cyprus)

	2
	Global campaign activities, if any


	Romania

Memorandum for special education policies and rights of children with disabilities

http://psihoped.psiedu.ubbcluj.ro/caPPS/ 

Croatia

In June 2014 we organized Second Olympic games in Malidom - Zagreb. Manifestation lasted for a week, with different sport contest scheduled every day, like basketball, archery, curling, bowling. 

Children from Malidom participated with their works in three art exhibitions, along with children from other schools, presented in Mofit fitness center, which was followed by 

supporting cultural, sport and environmental events: "Hello fall," October 2013, "Hello Spring", March 2014, "New Zealand", June 18-July 15, 2014. 

Cyprus

CRPD implementation (Pancyprian Organization of the Blind)


	3
	Seminars, workshops, capacity building programmes, if any conducted during the reporting period
	Cyprus

Pancyprian Organization of the Blind participated to a conference of the European Blind Union entitled “VISAL a key to civic engagement for visually impaired elderly” in Bratislava, Slovakia, October 2 –3, 2014.

The St Barnabas School for the Blind started its school year offering support and services to students and adults in September 1, 2014
Eco-location seminar for the staff of the St. Barnabas school for the blind (November 2014)

Seminar: Setting up professional boundaries (December 2014)
Bulgaria

In the period of time 26 – 29 October  2014 two University professors from Istanbul-Turkey, paid an exchange visit to Bulgaria – Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” – Assist. Prof. Dr. Z. Hale Aksuna from Fatih University and Assist. Prof. Dr. Emine Ayaldiz from Gelisism University. They lectured to university students from bachelor and master programs in special education in Sofia University. This exchange visit follows the guest-lecturing of Prof. Vladimir Radoulov and Assoc. Prof. Mira Tzvetkova-Arsova from Sofia University in December 2013 in Fatih and Gelisim universities in Istanbul, Turkey. The exchange visits were sponsored through a grant by Perkins International of Perkins school for the Blind, Watertwown, MA, USA. 

Romania

Project Accessible courses for students with visual impairments, Center of Assistive Technology Babes-Bolyai university, Travelling Book Foundation and Orange Foundation.

http://psihoped.psiedu.ubbcluj.ro/index.php/centrulcata
Serbia

2 day workshop for teachers from special schools: Interactive approach to functional communication at MDVI children.Seminar was in organization of the Faculty of Special Education and Rehabilitation, and cooperation with Perkins International and from Mali dom, Zagreb Croatia.
Bulgaria

The 8th national seminar for resource teachers was held in the school for visually impaired students in Varna during 18-21 June 2014. It was with a theme “Community support for the integrated and inclusive education. ”  The seminar gathers on a national level special educators who support visually impaired and visually impaired multiply disabeld students, included and educated in regular schools in the country.

Croatia

In the multisensory park on Lake Jarun we held the Grand unveiling of the Rhino sculpture on Tuesday afternoon. The sculpture was made by children and young adults with multiple disabilities from Mali dom- Zagreb , under supervision of art therapist Margareta Vidmar, as a socially engaged art project started in 2011. in Mali dom-Zagreb's workshop, after which the sculpture was placed in a different places around the city ( kindergartens, schools, museums, hospitals, retirement homes etc.) while conducting creative workshops and storytelling. This project seeks to change the conservative attitude of the society towards people with disabilities by promoting the social model. Academic sculptor Krešimir Katušić designed the sculpture in polyester and it is now permanently placed in Multi-sensory park. The sculpture was officially unveiled by the Mayor of Zagreb, mr. Milan Bandić. 

	4
	Collaborative activities and  meetings with world bodies such as WBU, IAPB, UN, World Bank, and other organizations at the regional level 
	Cyprus

Participation to ENVITER conference and general assembly.

Collaboration with the Department of Archeology in making the ancient theater of Courium and the mosaics in the House of Efstolious accessible to the visually impaired. 3D representation of the ancient theater, Braille signs large print and Braille guide books and diagrams were produced to make the archeological site accessible to persons with low vision or those who are blind. A ceremony was held on October 4th to mark this event.
June 2014: Hosting of the EBU board meeting in Cyprus (Pancyprian Organization of the Blind)
Croatia

4 regional seminars for visiting nurses in collaboration with UNICEF, held in four different cities; Opatija on 25 and 26 October 2013., Split on 15 and 16 November 2013., Zagreb on 22 and 23 November 2013., Osijek 29 and 30 November 2013. Lecturers were Ana Validzic Požgaj and Marijana Konkola Zdešić. 


	5.
	ICEVI collaborative work with national governments within the region
	Cyprus

Ongoing collaboration with the Ministry of Education and Culture (Department of Special Education) for the improvement of the support and services of students with VI.

Bulgaria

The country is in a process of a governmental passing of a new Educational Law. Lots of debates, round tables and discussions took place. Bulgarian Association for Education of Visually Impaired cgildrena and Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” were active participants in all debates concerning the sections on education of SEN students. The Educational Law is expected to be approved by the government in Fall 2015.

	6.
	Publications from the Region, that may be of interest to the viewers of ICEVI website
	Newsletters and articles displayed on the ICEVI-Europe homepage

	7.
	Forthcoming events from the region for the next six months
	Serbia

VI International Conference of Information Technology and Development of Education 2015 (ITRO 2015). Conference will be held on June 26, 2015, in Zrenjanin, Serbia.

http://www.tfzr.uns.ac.rs/itro/index.html
Bulgaria

A book entitled “Education of children and students with multiple disabilties” will be published in July 2015 by Assoc. Prof. Mira Tzvetkova-Arsova from Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” in Bulgarian language. It can be of use to colleagues from Serbia, FYR of Macedonia, Russia and others.
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	8.
	Any other information such as research, best practices, etc., from the region
	Cyprus

Approval of Youth in Action proposal, in the end of November four young visually impaired persons and their guides will spend a week in Bologna, Italy for a multisensory tour of the city.
Collaboration with the Cyprus Antiquities and the School for the Blind to make the archeological place of Kourion accessible to the persons with VI.
Croatia

Therapeutic Feeding handbook was created by Mali dom-Zagreb's employees Diana Korunić and Dubravko Jurišić with the support and financial help from the City of Zagreb and Perkins International organization. The Handbook is designed to help parents and professionals as an addition to the experience in this area and summarizes all the information related to the orderly development of feeding, possible deviations and problems, along with advice and recommendations. Public presentation was held in Malidom and was attended by representatives from Social care institutions and kindergartens from Zagreb. Handbook was distributed to all the kindergartens in Zagreb and different Social institutions. 

Croatia

Trainings

On 9th and 10th of May, Mali dom-Zagreb's Education Centre was officialy opened and the first official training course was held with the topic of Creating appropriate development programs - Development of the Individual Education Plan. Training session was attended by 27 participants from different parts of Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Employees of Mali dom-Zagreb, Marijana Konkoli Zdešić, Zvonko Majstorović, Mirjana Marojević, Ana Validžić Požgaj and Sabina Šimić held an educational training for visiting nurses at the Medical center in Varaždin, on 21 and 22 March 2014. Education entitled "Support for families and children at risk" was divided into four thematic sections and included lectures and practical work. The training was attended by 24 participants. 


This report is submitted by Andrea Hathazi,
Balkan representative
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Report from the Central European countries by Krisztina Kovacs

Czech Republic

1. ICEVI- Europe collaborative work with national governments within the region

· Individual schools and NGOs have collaborative works with national governments but not in name of ICEVI

2. Publications from the Region that may be of interest to the viewers of ICEVI-Europe website

There were two published handbook for parents with visually impaired children in Czech language:

· Authors: Klara Kochova, Marketa Schaeferova: Dite s postizenim zraku, Portal,Prague 2015, ISBN 978-80-262-0782-5

· Rana pece EDA published booklet: “How to prepare child and parents for assessment at ophthalmologist´s office”: “Ceka vase dite ocni vysetreni? Co ocekavat?Jan sebe a dite pripravit?


3. Forthcoming events from the region for the next six months

· 15th Biennial Meeting of Child Vision Research Society in Prague  June 14-17th 2015 in Prague,

· Conference on 25th Anniversary of Early Intervention in Czech Republic, organized by Rana pece EDA,o.p.s. in Prague June 18th 2015

Hungary

1. Seminars, workshops, capacity building programs, if any conducted during the reporting period

· Teacher exchange has been accomplished between the School for the VI in Cluj-Napoca and the School for the Blind in Budapest on O&M and ADL.

· Teachers and pupils exchange continued between the School for the Blind, Budapest and School for Visually Impaired Children in Cracow. 

2. Collaborative activities and meetings with world bodies such as EBU, IAPB, ECV and other organizations at the regional level 

· International Deaf-Blind Conference in Budapest on November 21 2014 with the Deaf-Blind International

3. ICEVI- Europe collaborative work with national governments within the region

· Individual schools and NGOs have collaborative works with national governments but not in name of ICEVI

4. Awards, Recognition, etc., to ICEVI-Europe members from the region

· Anna Fusz, special  teacher of the VI and psychologist at the Budapest School for the Blind has won the first prize at the Onkyo World Braille Essay Contest http://www.euroblind.org/projects-and-activities/activities/nr/210
5. Any other information such as research, best practices, etc., from the region

· BaGMIVI Project has started together with ICEVI-Europe.

· ELTE University has continued the info-communication accessibility project for the students with visual impairment: NEPTUN, the electric learning system is accessible with JAWS and NVDA programmes. 

· EU project by Central-Hungarian Regional Association of Blind and Visually Impaired People on training community based mentors for persons with visual impairment – 19 mentors have been trained and started to work in small regions of Hungary

· “AC&DC – Find your Place!” project by Central-Hungarian Regional Association of Blind and Visually Impaired People for young visually impaired people for continuing their study or finding job
· The reconstruction of the buildings of the State Institute for Adult Blind and Visually Impaired People has been finished in Budapest. The Basic Rehabilitation group has been developed with new rooms, new equipment and new rehabilitation teachers. 
Poland

1. ICEVI- Europe collaborative work with national governments within the region

· Individual schools and NGOs have collaborative works with national governments but not in name of ICEVI

2. Any other information such as research, best practices, etc., from the region

· On 21-22 November 2014 a nationwide training and scientific conference "World of deaf-blind people - the challenges of our times” was organized at the Catholic University of Lublin. 

· New projects:  "Green light for active development of deaf blind II" and the project "To enamour the deaf-blind in the independence". The aim of these projects is to increase the autonomy of deaf-blind people by creating group and individual training that aim to acquire, develop and maintain the skills necessary for independent functioning in every sphere of life and develop skills of effective communication with the environment.
· National conference by Chance for the Blind Foundation – Warsaw "Reha For The Blind", which slogan was "25 years of Polish transformations. Great technological leap of the blind people - from isolation to integration”.
· A new building of the Regional Centre for blind and visually impaired in Chorzow was implemented funded by the Regional Operational Programme. The plan of this facility is modeled on the solutions of the German Foundation of the Institute for the Blind in Wurzburg. A specific feature of the resort will be dividing the building into modules. Each of them will be adapted to the educational and rehabilitation needs of certain age group of people with impaired vision. Around the Center there will be also created a park, sports fields and recreational areas. These solutions will provide comprehensive assistance for visually impaired people.
· The project of the Polish Association of the Blind  “Retraining professionals who work with blind and visually impaired children with additional restraints under 12 years old who are without proper early support and school education".  This project is realized in cooperation with Perkins International.

· Project “Azimuth – be active together” by the Polish Association of the Blind  is aimed at people aged 60+.  Its main aim is activating and integrating these people. It is also important to activate seeing seniors to help people with visual impairment and to form a group of volunteers willing to help them.
· Project “Civil actions of  blind people to promote human rights” by the Polish Association of the Blind  . The aim of the project is to support activities that promote human rights and democratic reforms to strengthen the civil society. The project is implemented with the Georgian Association of the Blind.
· The project "B as the blind - how to help the visually impaired” by the Polish Association of the Blind. The project included realizing a video that shows effective ways to provide assistance to visually impaired people. The purpose of the film was to prevent social exclusion of blind people and promote their integration with the rest of society. The film was made by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Slovak Republic
1. Seminars, workshops, capacity building programs, if any conducted during the reporting period

· 5th European conference on psychology and visual impairment, 20 – 21 November 2014, Bratislava  http://www.unss.sk/ecpvi/
2. Collaborative activities and meetings with world bodies such as EBU, IAPB, ECV and other organizations at the regional level 

· Participation at a project – VISAL – Visually Impaired Seniors Active Learning – the project under the coordination of the EBU; UNSS as a project partner carrying out training modules for the elderly and the final conference in Bratislava More information here: http://www.visal-project.eu/   

3. ICEVI- Europe collaborative work with national governments within the region

· Individual schools and NGOs have collaborative works with national governments but not in name of ICEVI

4. Publications from the Region that may be of interest to the viewers of ICEVI-Europe website

· 5th European conference on psychology and visual impairment – book of abstracts and conference presentations – all available in English at the conference web: http://www.unss.sk/ecpvi/

5. Any other information such as research, best practices, etc., from the region

· Implementation of the internal guideline (no. 23 / 2014 directive of the rector) on assuring universally accessible academic environment for students with special needs (Comenius University) – this document provides a frame for the evidence and support of students with special needs (including also students with visual impairment)

Slovenia

1. Seminars, workshops, capacity building programs, if any conducted during the reporting period

· 5th European conference on psychology and visual impairment, 20 – 21 November 2014, Bratislava  http://www.unss.sk/ecpvi/
2. ICEVI- Europe collaborative work with national governments within the region

· Individual schools and NGOs have collaborative works with national governments but not in name of ICEVI

3. Awards, Recognition, etc., to ICEVI-Europe members from the region

· Union of the Blind and Partially Sighted of Slovenia received PRIZMA 2014 - an important national prize for excellency in communication programmes in the field of public relations which is the highest recognition of this kind in Slovenia. The prize was awarded by Slovenian Association for Public Relations.

4. Forthcoming events from the region for the next six months

· 95th anniversary of the Institute for Blind and Partially Sighted Children in Ljubljana in 2015. A Tiflo Museum will be established. 
5. Any other information such as research, best practices, etc., from the region

· Within our professional association of special education teachers  there are three important activities in progress:

· Work on Dictionary of terms of visual impairment has progressed, but it remains a project to be finished in the next few years.

· Updating of Slovenian Braille code: the 6-dot Braille code has been updated in many ways giving it a firm structure. The work has been done for the first time since 1974 and, hopefully, it will be approved by all partners in 2015.  

· Evaluation of didactic materials which are used by the teachers of VI children is the activity in progress. In August 2014 teachers presented their materials and the event was an inspiring collegial exchange of ideas.

· The Union of the Blind and Partially Sighted of Slovenia (UBPSS) celebrated the opening of new Library premises funded by the European Social Fund. The new premises of Library of Blind and Partially Sighted of Slovenia are now open for public. The official opening ceremony took place on the celebration of White Cane Day - Wednesday, 15th October. Slovenian Prime Minister Mr Miro Cerar and Minister of Culture Mrs Julijana Bizjak Mlakar alongside with President of UBPSS Mr Tomaž Wraber were speakers during the ceremony. The project itself brings a number of benefits for the people with visual impairment and other social groups in Slovenia: new adopted library materials in accessible formats such as DAISY, the introduction of modern technologies and equipment, a number of training courses for users and the public, workshops, cultural programs and finally the new premises. Both guests also supported the idea of the future development of the library in order to enable Blind, Partially Sighted and Print Disabled citizens to be informed, empowered and equally able to participate in society. 
· The programme of Zavod za slepo in slabovidno mladino Ljubljana (Institute for Blind and Partially Sighted Children Ljubljana) in its function of a resource centre successfully continued with all its activities. There is especially early intervention with 20 to 25 treatments of little clients per week that has made the most outstanding increase, which is also a proof how desperately the parents need this kind of support at the very beginning of child’s life.
· Although most of the students with visual impairment successfully finish the secondary level of education or even university studies, we are more and more aware of the problem of high unemployment rate among them. One of the attempts to prove their readiness for work was a project called Dinners in the darkness, where our ex-students served dinner in complete darkness. The project received a lot of publicity by all our national newspapers and TVs and many important public figures attended these dinners. However, it has also become clear how different this situation is from a regular job of a waiter/waitress.
· A Multi-Sensory Room was refurnished and reequipped in the Institute for Blind and Partially Sighted Children in Ljubljana with the financial support of VISIO International.

· Early intervention project - First steps coordinated by VISIO International from the Netherlands involving besides Slovenia also other ex-Yugoslav republics (Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Monte Negro and Kosovo). This two-year project, approved in June 2014, started with its first meeting at the end of September in Zemono in Serbia. The project deals with early intervention and functional vision assessment of children with visual impairment.
· Precise evaluation – Fair intervention, Comenius school partnership project, started in 2013, involving institutions working with different groups of disabilities from Poland, Spain, Bulgaria and Latvia. The aim is to prepare tools to evaluate progress of MDVI children. The project is in its second year and despite many problems regarding cooperation of partner institutions it is believed the outcomes will be extremely useful.
· STEP UP, Comenius school partnership – associated partner. The project aimed to challenge some commonly held misunderstandings and lack of public knowledge related to orientation, mobility and independence for young learners with a severe visual impairment and was completed with the last meeting at the end of May in Northern Ireland. 

Some of the reasons why it was well worth being part of STEP UP: Not only that new connections and friendships among professionals working in the field of visual impairment throughout Europe were established, and they have already resulted in new exchanges and co-operations, but it has also shown in personal and professional growth of all the members of our team. Our work on the project documents and discussions during the project meetings offered an opportunity even for those who are not specialists in O&M to deepen our knowledge and understanding about this very important part of work with children with visual impairment. And finally, we are proud that we could contribute to the production of the project outcomes. The usefulness of these documents will be shown while working with parents and professionals who need to change their attitude towards O&M in order to set good examples to children with visual impairment.

The outcomes:

· A better insight (10 stereotypes on persons with VI)

· Book of simple steps (Simple Steps to Support the Development of Key Skills for Orientation, Mobility and Independence - Guidance for Parents and Those Working with Young Children with a Visual Impairment).

· Literature review 

· Glossary 

· Environmental Audit 

All accessible on STEP UP website: www.step-up-comenius.eu.  Since the very beginning the objectives were clearly identified, the project was well managed and led towards our final goals and besides that we had great time working together and getting to know each other and our cultures.  

· Cooperation with Gymnazium pro zrakove postizene a Stredni skola pro zrakove postizene from Prague: The preparations for a project week, which will be held in April 2015 are being made. A group of 8 students from Prague will join Slovenian students in the project week. The topic is Ljubljana - a friendly city for the visually impaired persons and architect Plečnik as a common personality to both cities. The students will also compete in different sport games and taste the cuisines of both countries. 
In April 2014 at the 10th Goalball Tournament in Prague our team called Beavers, won the first place in the high school category and proudly returned home with the cup.

In November 2014 students from the Institute for Blind and Partially Sighted Children Ljubljana participated in the competition in Touch typing in Prague and for the first time won a medal.

· Cooperation with Istituto Rittmeyer from Trieste on common projects

· Cooperation within the European Agency for Special Needs and Inclusive Education

· Member of MDVI-Euronet, annual meeting in Dublin, Ireland

· International Camp on Computers and Communication - ICC 2014: 6 students and 3 staff members took part in the last camp in Riga, Latvia, from 3rd to 12th August.
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Financial report 2014
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance
	
	
	31-12-2013
	
	Estimate 2014

	
	
	
	29.913,97 €
	
	29.913,97 €
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash
	
	
	0,00 €
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	29.913,97  €
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Profit and loss
	
	2014
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SensAge Project Funds
	
	
	         10.063,42 €
	
	
	

	Contributions
	
	2.990,00 €
	
	4.000,00 €
	

	Interest
	
	
	262,60 €
	
	-------
	

	Donations
	
	979,00 €
	
	-------
	

	Conference Fees
	
	
	           1.474,50 €
	
	
	

	Total Income
	
	15.769,52 €
	
	4.000,00 €
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	

	SensAge Project Refund
	
	
	         14.484,00 €
	
	
	

	Administration Expenses
	
	
	           1.250,00 €
	
	1.250,00 €
	

	Website
	
	
	1.350,00 €
	
	1.500,00 €
	

	Bank fee
	
	
	105,58 €
	
	200,00 €
	

	Travel and Accommodation
	2.380,60 €
	
	3.500,00 €
	

	Other Costs
	
	530,17 €
	
	------------
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Expenditure
	
	20.135,00 €
	
	6.450,00 €
	

	      
	
	
	                  
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RESULT
	  
	
	 - 4,330.83 €
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance as per 31.12.2014
	25.583,14 €
	
	27.463,97 €
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Estimate 2015
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	European Project                                                        
	
	
	
	
	
	             6.000,00

	Contributions
	
	
	
	
	5.000,00

	Donations
	
	
	
	
	
	1.000

	Interest
	
	
	
	
	
	200

	Conference Fees
	
	
	
	
	
	             2.000,00

	Other income
	
	
	result 31.12.2014:
	25.583,14

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total income
	
	
	
	
	39.783,14

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Website costs
	
	
	
	
	1.500,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Travel and  accommodation
	
	
	
	
	4.000,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Fee
	
	
	
	
	150

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Costs
	
	
	
	
	500

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Administration Expenses
	
	
	
	
	6.000,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total expenditure
	
	
	
	
	12.150,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Estimated Result
	
	
	per 31.12.2015:
	27.633,14
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Looking to the future
2014 was an active year, wherein productive discussions have taken place for various projects and conferences to come in the following years.

The proposed project BaGMIVI (Bridging the Gap Between Museums and Individuals with Visual Impairments) was approved by the Erasmus+ Programme in relation to Key Action 2.  Specifically, 12 formal and 4 silent partners constitute the consortium of this project, one of which is ICEVI-Europe.  Four of the 12 formal partners are universities (University of Thessaly-UTH, Sofia University-SU, University Babes Bolyai-UBB, and Eotvos Lorand University-ELTE), three are non-profit non-governmental organisations (i.e the International Council for Education and Rehabilitation of people with Visual Impairment-ICEVI-Europe, the Bulgarian Association for Education of Visually Impaired Children- BAOZZD, and the European Blind Union-EBU), four are museums [one archaeological (Greece), two galleries (Hungary & Bulgaria) and one ethnographic-(Romania)], and one is an IT Company. The silent partners are special schools for the blind and the contact persons of the Universities are all experts in the education and rehabilitation of the blind and visually impaired. The project aims to shape and promote strategic partnerships between museums and schools (mainstream or/and special schools of the blind) within which students with visual disability are enrolled and to promote the equal access of people with visual impairments to cultural centres such as museums, thereby, ultimately enhancing social integration.

Preparations have begun for the organization of the first International Conference on Enabling Access for Persons with Visual Impairment (ICEAPVI-2015) which will be held in Athens, Greece, between February 12th – 14th, 2015 at the Eugenides Foundation.  This event will be co-organized by the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (Speech and Accessibility Laboratory, Department of Informatics and Telecommunications) and the International Council for Education and Rehabilitation of People with Visual Impairment- Europe (ICEVI-Europe).  We are very excited that this conference will not only serve as a platform where professionals and practitioners throughout Europe can exchange knowledge and best practice and share experiences, but also it will promote and establish a network for enabling access for persons with visual impairment.
Initial discussions and planning have also commenced for the organization of the 7th ICEVI Eastern European Conference which will most likely take place in 2015 in Belarus.    

ICEVI-Europe is looking forward to playing a more proactive role and intensifying its ongoing cooperation with GPEAA in France with regards to organizing a joint quadrennial sub regional conference.    
We look forward to the 9th European Conference that will take place in Bruges, on July 2-7 2017.  The board of ICEVI-Europe plans to visit the Host Committee of the Conference in Bruges in order to discuss the theme and items concerning the preparation of the conference.
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	Mr. Klaus Hoem, Vice President, 
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representing the English speaking countries
s.mccall@bham.ac.uk
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	Mrs. Krisztina Kovacs, Secretary

representing the Central European countries
kkovacs.sza@gmail.com, 
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representing the French speaking countries 
nathalielewi@gmail.com
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	Mrs. Ana Isabel Ruiz López
representing the South European countries 
airl@once.es
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	Mr. Dieter Feser
representing the German and Dutch speaking countries 
dieter.feser@nikolauspflege.de
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	Mrs. Liliya Plastunova
representing the East European countries 
plastunova@yandex.ru, 
plastunoval@gmail.com
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	Mrs. Andrea Hathazi 
representing the Balkan countries 
ahathazi@yahoo.com
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	Mr. Hans Welling
Immediate Past President
wellingja@yahoo.com
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	Mr. Francis Boé 

Advisor of ICEVI-Europe to GPEAA
francis.boe@free.fr
	[image: image22.png]





[image: image23.png]



Martha Gyftakos
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Baltic and Nordic Countries

	Denmark 
Mr Klaus Hoem (Høm), 
kh@ibos.dk
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	Estonia 
Mrs Vilje Kirs, 
viljekirs@hotmail.com
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	Finland 
Mrs Tarja Hännikäinen, 
tarja.hannikainen@onerva.fi
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	Iceland 
Mrs Huld Magnúsdóttir, 
huld@midstod.is
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	Latvia 
Mrs Ligita Geida, 
ligitageida@apollo.lv
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	Lithuania 
Mrs Grita Strankauskiene, 
kaunosim@gmail.com or grita.stran@gmail.com
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	Norway 
Mrs Astrid Kristin Vik, 
Astrid.Vik@statped.no 
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	Sweden 
Mr Anders Rönnbäck, 
anders.ronnback@spsm.se
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English speaking Countries

	Ireland 
Mrs Audrey Farrelly 
audrey.farrelly@gmail.com 
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	United Kingdom, Wales 
Mrs Nicola J. Crews 
nicola.crews@rnib.org.uk 
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	United Kingdom, England 
Mrs Maha Khochen
mahakhechen@hotmail.com
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	United Kingdom, Scotland 
Mrs Janis Sugden 
janis.sugden@ed.ac.uk
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	Israel 
Mrs Nurit Neustadt-Noy 
nuritnoy@macam.ac.il
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French speaking Countries

	Belgium 
Mrs Violaine Van Cutsem, 
violainevancutsem@hotmail.com
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	France  
Mr Francis Boé, 
francis.boe@free.fr
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	France  
Mrs Marie Renée Hector, 
mrhector@noos.fr
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	France  
Mrs Nathalie Lewi-Dumont , 
nathalielewi@gmail.com
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	France  
Mrs Michelle Collat (French speaking), 
michele.collat@orange.fr

	

	Switzerland 
Mrs Mira Goldschmidt, 
mira.goldschmidt@fa2.ch

	[image: image41.png]




	Switzerland 
Mrs Isabelle Mathis, 
isabelle.mathis@bluewin.ch
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South European Countries

	Italy 
Mrs Daniela Floriduz, 
dfloriduz@gmail.com, copy to inter@uiciechi.it
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	Portugal 
Mrs Leonor Moniz-Pereira, 
lmpereira@fmh.utl.pt
Lmpereira@fmh.ulisboa.pt
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	Spain
Mrs Elena Gastón López, 
egl@once.es
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	Andorra 
Mrs Mariona Carbonell del Castillo, 
mariona.carbonell@gmail.com, 
school: eensm@andorra.ad
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	Malta vacancy
	

	Monaco vacancy
	

	San Marino vacancy
	


German and Dutch speaking Countries

	Austria 
Mrs Gertrude Jaritz, 
vsbp@gmx.at 
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	Belgium 
Mrs Eliane Bonamie, 
Eliane.bonamie@mpi-spermalie.be
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	Germany 
Mrs Elke Wagner, 
elke.wagner@nikolauspflege.de 
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	The Netherlands 
Mrs Carina Poels, 
carinapoels@visio.org 
cpoels@visio.org
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	Switzerland 
Mr Christian Niederhauser, 
c.niederhauser@blindenschule.ch
	[image: image51.png]




	Lichtenstein vacancy
	

	Luxembourg 
Mr Frank Groben, 
frank.groben@idv.etat.lu 
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	South Tirol (Italy) 
Mrs Elisabeth Gitzl, 
info@blindenzentrum.bz.it 
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Central European Countries

	Czech Republic vacancy 
	

	Hungary 
Mrs Krisztina Kovacs, 
kkovacs.sza@gmail.com
kkovacs@barczi.elte.hu
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	Poland 
Mrs Graszyna Walczak, 
grawal@aps.edu.pl 
grawal20@wp.pl
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	Slovak Republic 
Ms Tímea Hóková, 
dkhokova@fedu.uniba.sk
hokova@unss.sk
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	Slovenia 
Mrs Marija Jeraša, 
marija.jerasa@guest.arnes.si 
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East European Countries

	Armenia 
Mr Aleksan Aharonyan, 
specschool14@yandex.ru
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	Azerbaijan 
Mrs Melahet Haciyeva, 
melahet.haciyeva@gmail.com 
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	Belarus 
Mr Vladimir Gordeiko, 
gordeiko@tut.by
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	Georgia 
Mrs Mariam Mikiashvili
Mariam.miki@gmail.com
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	Kazakhstan 
Mrs Karlygash (Klara) Rakisheva, 
suarez1992@yandex.ru
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	Moldova 
Mrs Larisa Celan, 
larisacelan@gmail.com 
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	Russia - Central Region, North-West Federal District 
vacancy
	

	Russia - Ural  Federal District,  Siberian  Federal District,  Far-Eastern  Federal District
Mrs Tsyndyma Boyko, 
imna2002@rambler.ru 
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	Russia - Southern Federal District, North-Caucasian Federal District, Volga Federal District 
Mrs Irina Sumarokova, 
irasu@list.ru
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	Ukraine 
Mrs Evgeniya Synyova, 
ev_sineva@hotmail.com 
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	Ukraine
Mrs Vira Remazhevska, 
lewenia@hotmail.com
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	Tajikistan 
Mr Tengniev Kholmakhmad Аhmadovich, 
tbu-tajiknet@mail.ru
tengniev@уandex.ru 
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Balkan Countries

	Albania 
Mrs. Zhaneta Muca
shvsh@shvsh.org.al

	

	Bosnia and Herzegovina vacancy
	

	Bulgaria 
Mrs. Mira Tzvetkova-Arsova
miratz@abv.bg
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	Croatia 
Mrs Marijana Konkoli Zdesic, 
marijana@malidom.hr
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	Cyprus 
Mrs Maria Kyriacou, 
m.kyriacou@cytanet.com.cy 
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	FYROM  Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
Mrs Elena Hristova, 
hristova_e@yahoo.com
	

	Greece 
Mr Vassilis Argyropoulos, 
vassargi@uth.gr
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	Montenegro vacancy
	

	Romania
Mrs Andrea Hathazi, 
ahathazi@yahoo.com
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	Turkey 
Mrs Songül Atasavun Uysal, 
songula@hacettepe.edu.tr
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	Serbia 
Mrs Aleksandra Grbović, 
sgrbovic@ptt.rs 
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