Presentation of the FLUSS project: further educational courses for teachers of mainstream schools who have a visually impaired pupil in their classroom 

By Dr. Christine Burger, Würzburg, Germany
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	All over the EU inclusion of visually impaired children in mainstreamed schools is expanding more and more. However, appropriate preparation of teachers teaching in mainstreamed classes with included visually impaired children is still missing. Nonetheless, for guaranteeing maximum progress for children with special needs professional guidance and support for mainstreamed teachers is necessary. 

Currently, various individual professional and/or professional institutions have developed special concepts and methods for teaching the visually impaired. These developments have never been collected systematically nor have they been compared or examined in terms of compatibility. Universities do not offer further educational course programmes for teachers of mainstreamed schools.

The FLUSS-Project’s aim is developing a handout for special teachers conducting further educational courses for mainstreamed teachers. Its intention is to directly improve the visually impaired pupils progress at school.

FLUSS is the abbreviation for for the german title ”Fortbildung von Lehrkräften für den gemeinsamen Unterricht mit sehgeschädigten Schülerinnen und Schülern”.
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	The English translation would be ”Further educational courses for teachers of mainstreamed schools including visually impaired pupils”.
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	Project partners are Tartu Emajöe Kool (Estonia)

School for Visually impaired, Schleswig (Germany) - the former schoolmaster Dr. Peter Appelhans is coordinating the project 

Visio Onderzuysinstelling Noord Haren (Netherlands)

University of Dortmund (Germay)

Blindeninstitutsstiftung, Würzburg (Germany) 

Odilieninstitut, Graz (Austria) 

Altalanos Iskola es Diakotthon, Budapest (Hungary)
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	Here we have the time frame of the project. So far, we did have two meetings. The first took place last September in Würzburg, Germany, and the second this past February in Budapest, Hungary. 

In Würzburg we agreed on the contents of modules for handouts, and decided on which project partner’s responsibility for each module. 

In Budapest we worked on the produced drafts, agreed on general structure and layout of the modules. In October of this year, we will be meeting in Graz, Austria. There we will be working through the modules. Feedback will be given to each project partner’ s module.

The FLUSS-results than have to be translated into all participating partner’s languages and turned in to Brussels in all languages plus English by January 31, 2003.
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MODULES


	The following modules are agreed to be worked on:
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	Basic Questions of Joint Instruction

Contents are, for example, the beginning of a further educational course, the question of how to open a topic, as well as how to conclude the end of a course, including evaluation with the participants. 

Other topics in this module are: meaning of inclusion as well as basic social and legal aspects. 

Responsible for this module is Schleswig, Germany.
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	Visual Impairment and its Consequences

aspects of this module will be: consequences of visual impairment; optical and electronical aides as well as meaning of illumination. Responsible is Groningen, Netherlands.
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	Responsibility of a Resource Centre

Topic of  this module is: responsibilities inside and outside of the resource centre, teaching principles, and courses for pupils and their parents. Responsible is Graz, Austria. 
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	Curricular Adaptations

This module contains: the support of the learning process, and teaching of cultural skills. Responsible is Dortmund, Germany.
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	Other Adaptations

Aspects of this module will be: how to provide special equipment, how to modify generally used equipment, how to apply generally used equipment in a special way, and how to plan the environment of the child suitable to its needs. Responsible for this module is Budapest, Hungary.
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Social Competence


	Social Competence

Topics of this module will be: psychosocial development of visually impaired children, and possibly occurring problems. Our team in Würzburg, Germany will work on this module.
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	Training Motor Skills

Contents of this module will be: perception and physical development, spatial awareness, physical education, as well as orientation and mobility. Responsible is Schleswig, Germany.
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	I will try to illustrate the structure of the modules by the example of the module ”Social Competence”. In doing so, I will simplify the contents of the module a little bit.

Each main point will have introductory remarks up front. They should include theoretical references, definitions etc.
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	The overview will be given as a table of content with the following structure: sequence, content, method, and media. 

The keyword ”Media” will include references to the final chapter, where these media and/or materials will be explained.

A possible introduction to the topic ”Social Competence” could be a video demonstration of a problematic behaviour of a child with impairment. 

We just did so at our centre for further educational courses for teachers  in Würzburg, Germany two weeks ago. The problematic behaviour there was the ”child doesn’t want to use optical aides in the classroom”.

Thereupon the participants should discuss their ideas, their experiences with similar behaviours, etc. spontaneously. The course conductor should write down these remarks on cards.
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	The next sequence is ”Planning of a Solution”. The participants are working in groups on the following questions:

What are the reasons for that behaviour? Which consequences will it have for the child, or for the school lessons? What can we as teachers do?

The results will be presented in plenum.
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	The next step is an extension of other problems for visually impaired children, which can possibly occur. Theoretical background is the psychosocial development of visually impaired children. Methods could be a lecture with PowerPoint-presentation. The participants should have the possibility to ask questions, make remarks, etc.
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	In the sequence of ”Conclusion Methods”, materials and games of social leaning in the classroom can be presented.

So far the illustration of the module’s structure by example of ”Social Competence”.

Handouts for the realization of the further educational courses for teachers will be available at the end of the FLUSS-Project (31/01/2003); either as a print medium, or as an Internet offers in all languages of the participating countries. Decisions about other ways of publishing the results still have to be discussed and agreed on during the final meeting in October 2002 (there might be e.g. a European conference, publications in national journals or on educational servers).
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Responsibility of a Resource Centre



Responsibility of a Resource Centre

Topic of  this module is: responsibilities inside and outside of the resource centre, teaching principles, and courses for pupils and their parents. Responsible is Graz, Austria. 
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Training motor skills



Training Motor Skills

Contents of this module will be: perception and physical development, spatial awareness, physical education, as well as orientation and mobility. Responsible is Schleswig, Germany.
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The overview will be given as a table of content with the following structure: sequence, content, method, and media. 

The keyword ”Media” will include references to the final chapter, where these media and/or materials will be explained.



A possible introduction to the topic ”Social Competence” could be a video demonstration of a problematic behaviour of a child with impairment. 

We just did so at our centre for further educational courses for teachers  in Würzburg, Germany two weeks ago. The problematic behaviour there was the ”child doesn’t want to use optical aides in the classroom”.



Thereupon the participants should discuss their ideas, their experiences with similar behaviours, etc. spontaneously. The course conductor should write down these remarks on cards.
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The next step is an extension of other problems for visually impaired children, which can possibly occur. Theoretical background is the psychosocial development of visually impaired children. Methods could be a lecture with PowerPoint-presentation. The participants should have the possibility to ask questions, make remarks, etc.




















_1089219623.ppt




PowerPoint-presentation

presentation of materials and games to social learning



Possibilities to support

Conclusion Methods

Media

Method

Content

Sequence



















In the sequence of ”Conclusion Methods”, materials and games of social leaning in the classroom can be presented.



So far the illustration of the module’s structure by example of ”Social Competence”.



Handouts for the realization of the further educational courses for teachers will be available at the end of the FLUSS-Project (31/01/2003); either as a print medium, or as an Internet offers in all languages of the participating countries. Decisions about other ways of publishing the results still have to be discussed and agreed on during the final meeting in October 2002 (there might be e.g. a European conference, publications in national journals or on educational servers).
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The next sequence is ”Planning of a Solution”. The participants are working in groups on the following questions:

What are the reasons for that behaviour? Which consequences will it have for the child, or for the school lessons? What can we as teachers do?

The results will be presented in plenum.
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I will try to illustrate the structure of the modules by the example of the module ”Social Competence”. In doing so, I will simplify the contents of the module a little bit.



Each main point will have introductory remarks up front. They should include theoretical references, definitions etc.
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Other Adaptions



Other Adaptations

Aspects of this module will be: how to provide special equipment, how to modify generally used equipment, how to apply generally used equipment in a special way, and how to plan the environment of the child suitable to its needs. Responsible for this module is Budapest, Hungary.
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Social Competence



Social Competence

Topics of this module will be: psychosocial development of visually impaired children, and possibly occurring problems. Our team in Würzburg, Germany will work on this module.
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Curricular Adaptations

This module contains: the support of the learning process, and teaching of cultural skills. Responsible is Dortmund, Germany.
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04.02. – 06.02.2002	meeting in Budapest

28.09. – 03.10.2002 meeting in Graz

31.01.2003		end of the project



Here we have the time frame of the project. So far, we did have two meetings. The first took place last September in Würzburg, Germany, and the second this past February in Budapest, Hungary. 

In Würzburg we agreed on the contents of modules for handouts, and decided on which project partner’s responsibility for each module. 

In Budapest we worked on the produced drafts, agreed on general structure and layout of the modules. In October of this year, we will be meeting in Graz, Austria. There we will be working through the modules. Feedback will be given to each project partner’ s module.

The FLUSS-results than have to be translated into all participating partner’s languages and turned in to Brussels in all languages plus English by January 31, 2003.
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Basic questions of Joint Instruction



Basic Questions of Joint Instruction

Contents are, for example, the beginning of a further educational course, the question of how to open a topic, as well as how to conclude the end of a course, including evaluation with the participants. 

Other topics in this module are: meaning of inclusion as well as basic social and legal aspects. 

Responsible for this module is Schleswig, Germany.
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Visual impairment and its  Consequences



Visual Impairment and its Consequences

aspects of this module will be: consequences of visual impairment; optical and electronical aides as well as meaning of illumination. Responsible is Groningen, Netherlands.
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MODULES





The following modules are agreed to be worked on:
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Further educational courses for teachers of mainstreamed schools including visually impaired pupils in their classroom



The English translation would be ”Further educational courses for teachers of mainstreamed schools including visually impaired pupils”.
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Project partners are Tartu Emajöe Kool (Estonia)

School for Visually impaired, Schleswig (Germany) - the former schoolmaster Dr. Peter Appelhans is coordinating the project 

Visio Onderzuysinstelling Noord Haren (Netherlands)

University of Dortmund (Germay)

Blindeninstitutsstiftung, Würzburg (Germany) 

Odilieninstitut, Graz (Austria) 

Altalanos Iskola es Diakotthon, Budapest (Hungary)
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All over the EU inclusion of visually impaired children in mainstreamed schools is expanding more and more. However, appropriate preparation of teachers teaching in mainstreamed classes with included visually impaired children is still missing. Nonetheless, for guaranteeing maximum progress for children with special needs professional guidance and support for mainstreamed teachers is necessary. 

Currently, various individual professional and/or professional institutions have developed special concepts and methods for teaching the visually impaired. These developments have never been collected systematically nor have they been compared or examined in terms of compatibility. Universities do not offer further educational course programmes for teachers of mainstreamed schools.

The FLUSS-Project’s aim is developing a handout for special teachers conducting further educational courses for mainstreamed teachers. Its intention is to directly improve the visually impaired pupils progress at school.

FLUSS is the abbreviation for for the german title ”Fortbildung von Lehrkräften für den gemeinsamen Unterricht mit sehgeschädigten Schülerinnen und Schülern”.






















