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Introduction

Ekeskolan in Örebro, Sweden, is a resource centre for visually impaired children and young peoples with additional disabilities. At Ekeskolan Resource centre there is a school division where pupils can stay for a limited period of time. We offer education, assessments, training, consultations and information to children and young people, their staff and parents. The basis of our work is the situation and individual need of each child, and our aim is to give each child such experiences as to enable them to live a full life.

A group of teachers at the school division have been interested to develop the mathematics education for the students. The experience has showed that there is a need of co-operation over the traditional school subjects for making it easier for this special group of children to understand the theoretical connection in practice. The students also have a need to increase naturally body movements during their whole day so they can get a better ability to learn. These things have inspired the teachers to develop the teaching to include different practical school subjects and together take the responsibility for planing and realisation of the mathematical lessons in the shape of a project.

The project

· The project started in August 1999 and will end in June 2001.

· Involved school subjects are Mathematics, Handicraft, Physical education and Picture & shape. That’s six teachers altogether.

· There are sixteen pupils from the school division involved.

· The main aim is to fortify everyday economy and linear measures (m, dm, cm and mm) to the pupils in a way that not will be subjectsparted or parted in theory and practice.

Accomplishment

During this first year the pupils have been involved in some different “small projects” such as:

· Making a model of a furnished flat by examine different apartments, drawings, costs and so on to get all necessary facts fortified.

· The buildingprocess of a small house, 10 m2, has emerged by following a small model in the scale of 1:10.

· Developing the judgement of distance and space to bodily experiences. For example linear measures is something the pupil carries naturally, in shape of their body. It’s about making the abstract mathematics to concrete bodily experience to carry and connect to everyday use.

Experiences

· The teachers have during this year become more secure that they are on the right track. 

· The teachers are more satisfied with this kind of learning process. It’s easier to find each other over the bounds and they can meet the pupil with a more holistic approach. 

· More pupils have been “snatched up”, those who usually is situated between theory and practice. 

· The theoretical teachers have been more practical and vice versa. 

· The school division have during this year also been developing teamwork and that have been an important cause to be able to not think subjectsparted. 
· The question: “ How can we create a learning situation that not will be subjectsparted or parted in theory and practice?” has been leading the teachers work in an active way.

· Some of the pupils voices:  
-“This have been very fun!” 

-“It was so boring with mathematics at my old school, it’s more fun here!” 

-“What? Is this mathematics?”

