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The 19th century was for Europe an age of relative stability, peace and prosperity. It was an age of economic expansion, empire building both at home and overseas. One of the ways this was manifested was in the buildings, both governmental and private that were built.  European architecture on the 18th and 19th centuries focused on the more severe classical idiom which was inspired by archaeological finds and is called Neo-Classical. The late 19th century also saw a gothic revival in Europe and the USA.

Today those buildings that remain are monuments to this new prosperity. All across Europe, America and around the globe the 19th century empire builders, the captains of industry built hospitals, post offices, libraries, railway stations, factories, hotels, police stations, water and sanitation works, institutions for the poor and schools and universities of higher learning.  As education became a right of all, not for just a select few, great new edifices were built for the education of the blind, deaf and physically and mentally handicapped.

Towards the end of the 19th century and into the 20th century, many schools for the blind vacated their older buildings in what were now in overcrowded, unhealthy cities with poor recreational facilities and moved to the suburbs or countryside. They often renovated and occupied former country houses or took over former country estates and built new spacious buildings. Dr. Edward Allen, who moved two schools for the blind in Philadelphia and Boston to the suburbs, stated his theory about why such moves were important:

      “That visual beauty can exert a shaping effect upon the blind, a hygienic effect that is tremendously worth while.” The move by Perkins Institution for the Blind from Boston to Watertown in 1912 was to “provide for a maximum of sunshine and fresh air, surrounded itself with ample grounds, an athletic field, trees, gardens. In short, everything about it was so attractive it soon became a great resort of visitors, and even the neighbourhood that at first resented the encroachment of an institution came to rejoice in its presence. And this immediately reflected in the pupils’ bearing and in an increased recognition of their opportunities”

The hope was that these schools would be integrated into the neighbourhood. This was indeed true for some schools for the blind.  Yet in time many became islands of isolation, having little contact with the people living in the local neighbourhoods.

One cannot but stand in awe of these buildings, which for over a hundred years were the outward expression of the enlightenment of the  19th and 20th centuries’ concern for the education and care of blind children and adults.

In the new millennium many may become monuments of the 20th century’s past, the ‘golden age’ of schools for the blind. Each year that goes by more are closed due to mainstreaming, high cost of maintenance or converted into resource centers for the blind. Earlier some had been torn down or were destroyed during the two world wars. In Eastern Europe some of these fine buildings have survived due in part to the lack of available funds to build new school buildings and have been restored to their former past glory with added modern facilities. Many who now see those that remain, now often renovated as housing or office buildings, seldom think of the countless blind children who passed through their doors to be educated. This is a time in history to reflect on our past. A time to look at these structures, which are often mere shadows of a bygone age. These pictures of a selected few of some of the many great schools and institutions for the blind are not just to remind us of past ‘glories’. Nor are they intended just to show the past to those who never knew them.  They are intended to be a reminder that in these buildings a large number of blind children received not only education, but were loved and were lovingly cared for.

In the 20th century a number of schools were built in the modern style, including the prize-winning school in Cracow.  One wonders how many of these buildings will be stand the test of time and will be around to see in the 21st century?
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These are just a selection from the many pictures, which are to be found in the Tomteboda Resource Centre Museum and the archives of the Perkins School for the Blind. They were arranged in alphabetical order by country. The names are those of the schools at the time the pictures were taken. Note that these pictures are mostly different views of the same schools displayed in the poster session.
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1. Odilien Blindenanstalt, Graz, Austria

Built in 1885. It got the name from the Holy Odilia, a patron saint. 

It is still an institute for the visually handicapped. 

2. Institut des Aveugles et Sourd-Moets, Brussels

(Woluwe-Saint-Lambert), Belgium

Established 1891. It is still an institute for the blind and deaf.

3. Klar´sche Blindenanstalt, Prague, Czech Republic
Founded 1895 by Rudolf Maria Klar. The picture shows the 

building for training adult blind.

4. Statens Institut for Blinde og Svagsynede, Copenhagen, Denmark
This building was used 1858 – 1968 when a new institute was built.

Today the old building is used as a clinic for deaf children and also

      as a weaving school for the blind. This picture is from an 1865 

woodcut.

5. Condover Hall School, Shrewsbury, England

This building was completed in 1598 as a family home. It was 

Purchased in 1947 by the Royal National Institute for the Blind.

Today it is a school for children and young people who are visually 

impaired and have additional disabilities.    

6. L´Institut National des Jeunes Aveugles, Paris, France

Founded in 1784 it is the oldest school for the blind in the world.

This building was built in 1844 and is still in use today as a school.

Louis Braille taught here and it is where he died in 1852.

7. Blindenanstalt zu Illzach, Mulhouse, France

The town of Mulhusen was from 1871-1919 German, but today it 

Is French (Mulhouse). The institute was established in 1857. In the

      picture is the oldest building (top left) and the new one from 1888.

      Mr. M. Kunz was for a period director. He was well-known as a

      producer of raised relief maps for the blind. Picture is from 1889.

8. Königliche Blindenanstalt, Steglitz, Berlin, Germany
August Zeune founded the institute in 1806. Oskar Picht, inventor

      of the Picht Braille writer became director in 1920. Most of the

      buildings were bombed and burned out in 1943 and 1945. In the 

      1950s they were rebuilt. They are still an institute for the blind. 

      The picture is from 1912 and shows the building as it mostly was 

       from 1876.

9. Thessaloniki School for the Blind “Oikos Tyflon”, Thessaloniki, Greece

10.   Blinden-Institut, Budapest, Hungary
  When education of the blind was established in Hungary in 1830 

   the country was united with Austria. The picture is of the new institute 

        established in 1841.

11.   Instituto dei Ciechi, Milan, Italy

  The picture is from 1892, when this institute was the most important 

   in Italy.

12.  Instituut tot Onderwijs van Blinden, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

  The institute was built 1884 at Vossiusstraat. Picture is from 1885.

13.  Kristiania Offentlige Blindeskole, Oslo, Norway

The school shown in the picture was built in 1867. The building

         no longer exists.

14.   Blinden-Institut, Breslaw (Wroclaw), Poland

Breslaw was in 1920 a German town but today is in Poland (Wroclaw).

The only picture we have is a relief map made in 1929.

15.   Confrérie de la Miséricordia, Porto, Portugal

In 1903 Branco Rodrigues established this school. The building is most probably much older.

16.    Blindeninstitut zu Königsberg (Kaliningrad), Russia

Königsberg was German in 1920 but today it is under Russian administration (Kaliningrad). The building in this picture is from

1868 and is a woodcut from 1876.

17. The Royal Blind School, Edinburgh, Scotland

Formerly the Royal Blind Asylum and School. It was founded in

1793.

18.    Kongl. Blindinstitutet vid Tomteboda, Solna, Sweden

Built 1888 and used as a school for the blind until 1986 when it 

became a Resource Centre for Children and Youths with Visual Impairments. 

19.    Asile des Aveugles, Lausanne, Switzerland

The building is from 1873 and in 1904 it was considered as the 

Most important in Switzerland. Picture is from a drawing as the photo taken is very poor.

Specjalny Os’rodek Szkolno-Wychowawczu, Cracow, Poland

This school was built 1968.


Questionnaire

Please fill out in CAPITAL letters and return to Ken Stuckey.

1. Do you have ANY additional information you would like to add on any of these schools? YES___NO___

   If  YES please write below with number listed in the brochure and name of the school

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

and send the information with the returned questionnaire

2. Do you have ANY corrections to the information in the brochure?  YES___NO___

           If  YES please send.

3. Would you like to add any other school/s) YES___NO___

           If YES please send information

4. Comments? YES___NO___

           If YES please send to:

Ken Stuckey and Gunilla Stenberg Stuckey

Tomteboda National Resource Centre

Box 1313

SE-171 25 Solna

Sweden

Tel. +46 8 4 700 701

Fax. +46 8 4 700 707

E-mail: ken.stuckey@telia.com
