Rob Jones 

Royal Blind School


COMENIUS ACTION 1

EUROPEAN EDUCATION PROJECT

ACTION PLAN 

2000-2001

The Cultural Development of our Three Nations Delivered 

Through the Expressive Arts Curriculum

Co-ordinating School

The Royal Blind School

Craigmillar Park

Edinburgh

EH16 5NA

Scotland

Partner Schools

Gymnazium a Obchodni Akademie pro Zrakove Postizenou Mladez

Radlicka 115

158 00 Praha 5

Czech Republic

Landesschule fur Blinde un Sehbehinderte

A-Bebel-Alle 7

23 992 Neukloster

Germany
Introduction

Our European Education Project has, over the past 2 years, succeeded in introducing an increased European dimension into the curriculum of all the participating schools.  In order to work towards a dynamic conclusion to the project, it has been decided to use the theme of legends.  This theme will be used as the inspiration for a new stage production which will be performed simultaneously in all 3 schools at Christmas 2001.

Each school will select 3 appropriate legends, one from each of the participating nations.  The stories will then be incorporated into a play which will be performed by all of the pupils participating in the project.  The underlying message of the play will be that our cultural similarities and differences can be brought to life by the peculiarities found in legends.


Implementation

Summer/Autumn 2000 

Each school will form a production team likely to include the teachers of drama, art, music and English.  This team will spend the summer and autumn 2000 terms researching suitable legends for the production.  Each team will produce a portfolio of suitable legends from their own country.  This folio will be duplicated and forwarded to the other partner schools.  Each team will select 3 suitable legends.  For the remainder of the session, the team will work on writing the first draft of the play for their production. 


Spring 2001

To ensure that each team is working towards the same goal and to clarify content of the plays, it will be necessary to organise a meeting of the lead team members from each school.  This will include the teachers of drama and music.  This meeting will take place at the partner school in Neukloster, Germany in February.  


As well as providing the opportunity to co-ordinate the content and development of the show, the meeting will allow those teachers participating to share good practice in the teaching of drama and music to pupils with a visual impairment.  The Royal Blind School teacher of music will also take the opportunity to liaise with the host school’s Multiple Disabilities Visual Impairment Department with regard to the teaching of pupils with profound and complex disabilities.


It is also anticipated that the visiting teachers will engage in teaching pupils at the host school.

Summer/Autumn 2001

During this phase, all of the preparation and rehearsal for the production will take place.  The content of the play will form much of the class work undertaken in drama and music lessons.  Other departments will also be invited to use the content of the play as a stimulus for class work, particularly in art and English lessons.


A competition will also be organised which will invite pupils to submit a piece of creative writing, music or art work which will have been inspired by one of the legends included in the show.  The winning entries will be included in a booklet which will be produced which will also contain the story of the play produced by each school.

Pupil Participation 


The Christmas show always involves all of the pupils of the school. Integrating the content of the European Education Project into the Christmas show will ensure that the maximum number of pupils will be involved in the project.  Importantly, this will include all classes of pupils with additional learning difficulties.


Other Activities


Electronic Notice Board

Throughout the whole of Year 3 pupils from all partner schools will continue to communicate with one another by means of an electronic Internet based bulletin board being developed by the Royal Blind School in Year 2 of the project.

Study Visit

In April 2001, the Head Teacher of the Royal Blind School will participate in a study visit to the partner school in Neukloster, Germany.  The content of the study visit will be:

1. To gain an overview of the refurbishment of the host school’s Multiple Disabilities Visually Impaired unit which will assist in the redevelopment of the Royal Blind School’s MDVI unit.  


2. To observe the effective teaching and learning of pupils with a visual impairment across the whole school curriculum. 
 

3. To sample the residential care provision and training given to care staff .
Project Outcomes


1. European Christmas Production


The European Education Project will be integrated into one of the most important activities of the school year.  A unique production will be performed simultaneously in all 3 partner schools which will provide a suitable climax to what has been a very successful undertaking.



2. Video

A video of each production will be made and exchanged between the participation schools.



3. Booklet

A booklet will be produced which will tell the story of the play performed in each school.  The work produced by the pupils as part of the associated competition will also be included in the booklet.
This will be made available for parents and other interested parties.



4. Pupil Communication


Pupils will be encouraged to make use of the electronic bulletin board to communicate with their peers in the other partner schools.



5. Sharing Good Practice


The opportunity to bring together specialist teachers and senior management working in a specialist environment to share good practice.  In particular the teaching of expressive arts to children with profound and complex disabilities will be explored.



6. Internet Web Site


The Web site for the project will be updated to take account of the work undertaken during this phase of the project.
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