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The purpose of the investigation is to assess the print reading skills of children with a visual impairment with a view to producing an appropriate reading test for pupils aged 5-18 years.  The project is funded by the Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB).

Method

The research team have tested the reading ability of over 150 children with a visual impairment. The reading test being used is the Neale Analysis of Reading Ability, which gives scores on children’s reading accuracy, comprehension and speed.  The printed materials were unmodified, although children were encouraged to use LVAs if they wished.

Some initial findings
Here we present some initial data comparing the reading abilities of the visually impaired group to the standardised scores which are based upon fully sighted children.
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Implications and issues
The graphs appear to show that the average reading ages for the sample are generally below their chronological age (based upon sighted norms).  Importantly, the size of this ‘lag’ increases with age.

While comparison to sighted norms is useful, the completed data set (target of 400-500 children to be tested) will be enable comparisons of children’s reading development with their visually impaired peers.

Other issues which will be investigated are:

· Differences within the sample across performance in reading accuracy, comprehension, and speed

· Analysis of individual differences within the sample may reveal whether there are reading profiles which are particular to visually impaired children.

· The impact of visual acuity, type of visual impairment, reading strategies (e.g. distance from the text, and use of LVA), and any additional learning difficulties. 

· The impact of English as a second language (18 of this sample speak a language other than English at home)
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