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The Main Center of Computer Technologies “REINCOM” was created in 1991. Since that time we have been developing, producing and adapting technique for rehabilitation, teaching visually impaired people to work with the computer, finding work for them and creating special working places, disseminating information about life and problems of handicapped people and methods of their rehabilitation. The main sphere of our activity is to create special working places for handicapped people with the accordance of the law “About Social Defence of The Handicapped in RF” 1995.

     The main task of our Center of Computer Technologies of the All-Russian Society of the Blind is the working rehabilitation of visually impaired people by means of their placement in organizations and enterprises, which are not intended for the blind and in a such way to help them to integrate in sighted collectives. The most important thing is to give handicapped people the opportunity to work on equal rights with others. To our mind the best way of the working rehabilitation is the rehabilitation with the help of computer, because it is possible and effective to adjust a computer for using it by a blind specialist for coping with professional tasks.  There are a lot of problems in creating special working places and adaptation of software, which are connected with the choice of special technologies, which enable the blind to work. For some visually impaired, who have remained sight, it is possible to use special enlarging     (magnifying) programs, which magnifies the information at the display in many times. At the same time the totally blind or those people whose remained sight doesn’t allow them to work with monitor have to use different tactile and sound displays. 

   The Committee of Labour and Employment of Moscow Government and The Main Center of Computer Technologies developed a new integrated method of labour rehabilitation which get the highest mark in different Russian regions and abroad. It is successfully used now. In accordance with this method visually impaired people have special training and get the job where they’ll work with the computer. The essence of the new method is to find work for visually impaired people basing on computer technologies. 

     At present time most enterprises use different versions of Windows 95-98, which present information in graphic form, that makes the adaptation of software for the blind rather difficult. The difference of our technology and other methods of rehabilitation is that we work with the standard computer technique and universal mains of rehabilitation. In the result visually impaired people can work with ordinary computers and programmmes which are used in all branches of economy. 

     The main problem is to create not an experimental workplace but an effective one, which will work under changing conditions. To make the working place more effective our specialists do preventive measures, repair this technique.

     Using our method we have managed to create more than 40 special working places where 65 visually impaired specialists are employed (16 persons are of the 1st category, 49 - the 2nd category and also 2 deaf-blinds).

     As we think the advantage of our method is in its complexity. Our Center carries the choice of visually impaired wishing to get the job, negotiations with employers ready to give job and creates the special working place.

    Our organization pays great attention to the final-year students of the special schools for the blind and partially sighted children because to find a job for them is a big problem.

     To introduce our new complex method of providing the visually impaired specialists with the job we take part in developing the state normative documents: state standards, normative acts and other.

     At present time we make the accent on the regions of Russia. A lot of people from different regions of Russia are interested in using our labour rehabilitation technology, e.g. in St. Petersburg, Kaliningrad, Ekaterinburg, Nizhnij Novgorod, Jakootsk, Irkootsk.  We are opening the departments in Kaliningrad region and Hakasia.

     That is why it is so important to train personnel to expand computerization of study and work of visually impaired people in Russia.

     The governmental structures pay great attention to the activity of our Center. Also the great attention is paid to the cooperation with foreign colleagues and international organizations which try to solve the same problems.

      The Computer Center takes part in Russian and international exhibitions and conferences. Our method got the Diploma in Dusseldorf “REHA 97” and at the Moscow Forum “Quality of Life”. The specially equipped working places for visually impaired people were awarded the bronze symbol of quality “Russian Mark” in June 1999 and our complex integrated method  was awarded the golden quality “Russian Mark” in September 2000.

     To intensify the professional rehabilitation the All-Russian Society of Blind decided to create the new Instate Establishment based on the Main Center of Computer Technologies "REINCOM" and Institution of Raising the Skills of the All-Russian Society of the Blind in November 1999. According to this decision the Institution of Professional Rehabilitation and Training of the Personnel of the Public Organisation- All-Russian Association of the blind "REHACOMP" was established. So we'll try to reach the highest level in social and professional rehabilitation of visually impaired people.

