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I have been working at school as a teacher of computer sciences in senior classes since 1993. Our secondary comprehensive school for the blind and partially sighted children situated in Ezeritche. Vitebskaya Region Belarus 211580 Tel: (375)-(213933543). At the school there are 120 pupils. Among them there are 5 blind, 100 partially- sighted. Besides among them there are 60 orphans. Schoolchildren go to school at the age of 6 and finish at the age of 17 or 18 years old. 42 teachers work at our school.

Situation:

In Belarus there are 7 schools for visually impaired children. Computer sciences are studied in senior classes. There are PC computers at one school in Grodno only. At the next 3 schools there are computers of old version and at the rest 3 schools there are no computers at all. It is one of the reasons for the fact why pupils at these schools do not learn Windows, Word, Internet and they have no ideas of scanners and printers e-mail, CD-ROM, multy-media. Belarussian schoolchildren study books on the programming, and learn to make up programmes on programming languages.

Resources:

 At special schools there are many capable and talented pupils among seniors. Usually boys take a keen interest in computer sciences. Last years after finishing school many students go to the institutes of higher education of humanitarian profile. Young visually impaired people are interested in learning English in Belarus.

Our problems:

There are no computers at schools for working as some of them are broken and it's impossible to repair them. The same situation is about other kinds of special equipment for reading and writing. We try to find the solution of these problems. The special schools in Belarus needs firstly - computers for working in WORD for partially sighted without synthesiser, secondly - usual printers for Large Print for partially sighted, thirdly- usual monitor with large display for partially sighted, 4-ly- Braille printers for the blind, 5-ly - Braille line for the blind, 6-ly - usual scanner for the Blind, 7-ly - Braille type-writer. 

We are planing:

1. To provide schools for the visually impaired in Belarus with modern computers, printers, scanners, multi-media.

2. To start training the visually impaired for modern computer products: Word, Internet, Windows. 

3. To assist young people in learning English.

Our address: The Boarding School for visually impaired Children

Antikova str., 46\ 1  Ezeritche

Gorodokskiy rayon Vitebskaya oblast

Belarus 211580

Fax:  (375)-2139-33374

