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This poster will outline an innovative approach to communication that has been developed at the Royal Blind School in Edinburgh. The approach was originally known as ‘Movement, Gesture and Sign’ to reflect the developmental progression of young people from early communication at an emotional level through to the development of personal gesture and the acquisition of a sign vocabulary. The display will illustrate the ‘on body’ signs that have been especially adapted from British Sign Language to be more accessible to people with multiple disabilities and visual impairment. The process will be described that was gone through to adapt the signs and an explanation given of why this was felt to be necessary. An emphasis is put on the effect that using the signs has on the way that the adult facilitator communicates with the person with visual impairment. It brings them close, slows them down and causes them to emphasise key words. The use of touch allows the person with visual impairment to better understand the intentions of their communication partner. The ensuing close contact in turn enables them to respond with touch and pressure in a way that is denied them if the adult relies over much on the distant auditory sense. Delegates will have the opportunity to experience the signs for themselves under blindfold, discuss the ideas with experts and see video examples of the signs being used by staff and by young people with multiple disabilities. Copies of ‘Learning together’ will be on display, a book which outlines the methods and illustrates the signs.       

