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Focus: Tactile books for children with visual impairment
Topic: Simulation of jury work
Tactus (later Typhlo & Tactus) has been the first European competition for tactile books for children with partial or total loss of sight; it has been “invented” and established in France and Philippe Claudet from Dijon has been the most important person in this process. The competition was held annually from 2000 to 2007 and supported by the Culture 2000 grants. It was aimed at encouraging major issues of research, design and mass production of tactile books for blind children. 
There were a number of members and partners (members: Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Poland, The United Kingdom; European partners: Croatia, The Czech Republic, Estonia, Ireland, Lithuania, Romania, Slovenia, Spain; other partners: Canada, Korea, New Zealand, South Africa, The United States) in Tactus. Two prizes were awarded each year in two categories - the tactile book for children aged 3-12 and the tactile book for children above 12, if possible, based on a story from the country’s cultural heritage. During seven years, 521 various books entered the competitions, 7689 copies of tactile books were produced in seven languages (mostly by the „Les Doigts Qui Revent“ sheltered workshop from Dijon). Tactus focused attention to tactile illustrated books in all participating countries and far more books can be borrowed in libraries or are being produced. 

As a result of the very good international cooperation within the Tactus group, methodological materials were produced in some countries and the basic rules for making good tactile pictures were introduced to many people. A French speaking international group for supporting books for blind babies of 0–3 years (BiTiB) has been founded. National competitions for tactile books are organized in countries with more active participation (Czech Republic Tactus.cz2007 and Tactus.cz2009, Great Britain 2008, Germany 2005, Lithuania 2007 – 2008). 
We would like to discuss all current issues of tactile illustrated books for blind children in the countries taking part in this workshop – how they are available to parents and pre-school facilities, if there are special sections of libraries for the blind with tactile books etc. We will present some of our Czech experience of how to prepare and organize a small national tactile book competition, how to find new authors and how to provide them with methodological materials. We will try to simulate the work of the jury in such a competition and discuss the most “blind-friendly” book entries.
