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In Sweden participation has been an important goal in disability policy for several years.

However, a number of studies indicate that participation of people with disabilities is still
very limited in Sweden. (Janson 1996; Gustavsson 2000; Nordström 2002)
Children with visual impairment in inclusive educational settings, are not exceptions. 
Several studies show that learning in the classroom is easier than social participation with other peers. It is repeatedly reported that children with disabilities in inclusive educational settings at best tend to obtain limited social participation. 
There are few studies that focus on the social process in which positions are established.

It is more common to see social situational phenomena as an individual problem, inspired by a medical, rather than a social model of intervention.

The ambition of the Master study, Stockholm’s University, Telling meeting; is therefore to assume that inclusion and participation is a social process, not only an individual “problem”. 
The aim of the study, Telling meeting, is to describe and compare the social play 
between blind and sighted children in inclusive afternoon care homes 
(blind-sighted interaction) and in a national Resource Centre for children with visual

impairments (blind-blind interaction). Social interaction in play and leisure

activities is video recorded, transcribed and coded, according to the ISB,

Individual Social Behaviour, reflecting initiatives and responses. 
Further, interaction is coded for social direction: is the target a blind peer or a sighted

peer? Are the goal-directed initiatives successful or not successful? This is one

of the questions in this study. Do sighted children interact in the same way with 
blind peers, as they do with sighted peers? Do blind children interact in the same

way with sighted peers as they do with other blind peers?

Social interactions can be characterized by the opposites of horizontality and

verticality. Equality based, horizontal peer interaction seems to be easier if the

children have the same functional conditions. The vertical relation is based on the child’s dependency and gives a need-related position. 
All interactive situations between the children in the study are exemplified by 
horizontal or vertical analyses. 
Inclusion is not only a matter of participation in a mainstreamed learning/caring system. 
It also means that children with special needs are in a peerculture that is both demanding and rewarding. Therefore we have to look at the peerculture; the social intervention focus should be structural aspects of the situation and group process, rather than individual behaviour. 
I will present some of the examples from the study that show important structural aspects for social interaction and play between blind and sighted children in school. The ambition is to identify and describe some of the aspects that make the social interaction easier. 
