[image: image1.png]Perkins wieie™
e Nl





Perkins School for the Blind
Perkins International

More than 46 million children and young adults (ages 0-24) around the world are visually impaired, but fewer than one in 10 goes to school.  Children with multiple disabilities and deafblindness are among the world’s most vulnerable, and the least likely to receive an education.  Roughly half of children and young adults who are visually impaired also have an additional disability. 

Perkins International’s global mission is to ensure that all underserved children and young adults with visual impairment receive a high-quality education.

At Perkins we work to break the isolation and neglect these children face, transforming their futures through the power of learning. We believe that all children can learn and thrive. Education enriches the lives of individuals with visual impairment and prepares them for an active role in their families, schools and communities.

Perkins International works through long-term partnerships with schools, orphanages, day care facilities, teacher-training and community-based rehabilitation programs, government agencies, parent and family advocacy organizations and more:  all at the local, regional and national levels.   We focus our work in countries where there is significant need and where there are local, regional or national stakeholders ready to serve as active partners.  This combination of need and readiness helps ensure the sustainable development of high- quality education programs for children and young adults with visual impairment. 
Perkins School for the Blind was established in 1829 as the first school for the blind in the United States and it was the first school in the world to educate a person who is deafblind. Perkins’s quest for excellence, fuelled by decades of developing and testing best practices, drives our work in education, advocacy and accessibility and we also became and a leader in developing international programs for children with visual impairment, 
Perkins International was established in 1989 by Perkins School for the Blind to support the development of high-quality education programs for children and young adults with visual impairment around the world. Launched with substantial financial backing from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, it made expansion of education programs for children with visual impairment and multiple disabilities possible. 
Perkins International in Europe and Eurasia 

Perkins International’s involvement in Europe started in 1992 in four countries with direct consultations and in-country teacher training as well as through the Watertown based, Perkins Education Leadership Program.
During the following years Perkins International expanded into thirteen additional countries and worked with partners to increase the number of programs and children serviced.  Perkins International (PI) is currently involved in seventeen countries and more than 35 partners in the Europe & Eurasia region that includes an estimation of 250,000 children between the ages of 0 to 14 who are blind with additional disabilities

Our partners in the region have been and still are at the forefront of reshaping education for children with disabilities in the region and there are countless examples of collaborative projects that among other include teacher trainings for educators of children who are blind, deafblind, or blind with additional disabilities, as well as brailler and equipment distribution and parent advocacy initiatives.
As result of our work and partnerships more children have access to education and services, but we also raised the quality of education for children who are visually impaired with additional disabilities as well as deafblind children.
Achieving those goals varies by the countries and there are few countries where we have setbacks due to national policies, but in the majority of countries significant growth has happened, frequently as a result of our long-term commitment.   Over time some partners have developed to a level where they can provide assistance to others within the region.  These regional resources like Mali dom, Zagreb in Croatia,  the School for the Blind in Varna, Bulgaria, Speranta Center in Timisoara and the Polish Association for the Blind in Warsaw have actively been involved with sharing their knowledge and skills with others within the region.  Addditionally we have partnered with universities where new programs for Teachers of MDVI/DB students have been established in conjunction with our partnership.
Highlights of latest developments throughout the region:

More programs are involved and have started to provide and develop Early Childhood Intervention Services. 
Greater interest in teacher preparation courses at the certificate level as more teachers are interested in increasing their skills in working with MDVI children in inclusive settings.
Decentralization of children and students from state schools to more inclusive community-based education programs weather there are regular schools or some other inclusive educational programs.
State schools are beginning to involve families with education planning on a consistent basis.
Goals we are working further on in the region:
· To expand access to quality education and services from infancy to young adulthood to more children.
· To build the capacity of families to support each other and to have a voice in the programs and policies that serve them and their children.
· To build the capacity of public and private partners to sustain networks, programs, systems and policies that aim to ensure that all children have access to quality education and service
Perkins International uses a proven model for the sustainable improvement and expansion of education programs for children and young adults with visual impairment and additional disabilities.  Our model is composed of four elements: 

Building Local Partnerships

We work with schools, orphanages, daycare facilities, teacher-training and 
community-based rehabilitation programs, government agencies, parent and family 
advocacy organizations and more. Powered by our expert training and strategic 
support, which comes in the form of technical assistance and small grants, these 
partners help us transform the educational landscape in their regions for children 
with visual impairment. The end result is sustainable improvements in education 
around the world. And it’s all fueled by our robust partner network. 

Teaching the Teachers

It takes a complex set of skills to effectively teach children with visual impairment 
and additional disabilities or DB children. In many regions of the world, teachers 
often lack the training required to do the job. That’s why we’re committed to 
increasing the supply of qualified teachers. Trainings range in scope from seminars 
and workshops for educators of all experience levels to graduate-level training 
courses at local universities. 

Empowering Families

It’s vital that the families of children with visual impairment have the support they 
need and a voice that can be heard.  We equip parents, siblings and other family 
members with the resources necessary to become effective caregivers and 

advocates. This helps ensure that the children we serve also have a reliable support 
network outside the classroom. We also promote the formation and growth of family 
support organizations, 
Advocating for change
Advocacy helps build a foundation of understanding, acceptance and support for individuals with disabilities.  From community outreach efforts with our partners, to working with government officials to enact laws that promote access, inclusion and high- quality education programs, we have a long history of partnering with regional and national ministries.   Together with our local partners, we are 
working to fundamentally change the way society views people with disabilities. 

Perkins International looks forward to a future of expanded opportunities for children who are visually impaired with multiple disabilities and a European  landscape that has a stronger governmental, social and educational commitment to these individuals. 
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