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1 Preface

Herewith the board of ICEVI-Europe presents the annual report 2023.

The board held one face-to-face board meeting on May 22 & 23, 2023 at the Scottish
Sensory Center of the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. The focus of this board
meeting was two-fold; on the ongoing, program committee preparations for the 10t
ICEVI European Conference in Padova (May 15-17, 2025) and on the future strategic
direction of ICEVI-Europe.

Our newsletters published in 2023 captured the exceptional projects and research
carried out by our members, showcasing innovations and successes that inspire and
guide our community. These publications are a testament to the dedication and
creativity within our network, highlighting the transformative work being done across
Europe and more detail about this work is found in the following chapters.

In April 2023, the board found a suitable candidate to fulfil the vacant position created
by the resignation, due to retirement, of Ana Isabel Ruiz Lopez sitting on behalf of the
South European Countries region, as well as, the National Representative of Spain.
This candidate was Virginia Castellano Gomez-Monedero and she is the new
Director of Education, Employment and Braille in O.N.C.E. In May 2023, the board
agreed to Virginia’s appointment as the member of the board representing the South
European Countries region and National Representative of Spain, subject to the
approval of the upcoming General Assembly to be held in Padova, Italy in 2025. The
Board of ICEVI-Europe looks forward to a productive cooperation with Virginia as it
works towards shaping the association’s role and activities for the coming years.

It is during this year that we also expanded our professional interest groups as well.
In October 2023, an online questionnaire was developed and disseminated to our
members and non-members in order to map the organisations and persons who are
supporting children and young adults with Cerebral Visual Impairment (CVI) and to
determine interest in setting up such a Professional Interest Group within ICEVI-
Europe. The members of this working group on the proposed ICEVI Professional
Network on CVI are the following: Marieke Steendam (Royal Dutch Visio), John
Ravenscroft, (University of Edinburgh & ICEVI-Europe), Frank Laemers (University of
Education Heidelberg) & Aukje Snijders (Royal Dutch Visio). With great pleasure, we
announce that we received 92 answers from 25 European countries and from many
professions. We are very happy to say that almost all respondents reacted positively
to being involved in this professional network on CVI. Over 100 members have
already signed up to a part of the CVI professional interest group — a great success!
To proceed with establishing the network, online meetings are planned to be held in
2024. The aim of these meetings is to share the information from the questionnaire
with respondents and to discuss ways on how to establish this professional interest
group on CVI. What areas or topics do they want to share and discuss, what needs
do they have that can be met by being part of this group. Should you wish to register
your interest in joining as a member of the CVI Professional Interest Group, please
contact Aukje Snijders at AukjeSnijders@visio.org.

Looking ahead, our focus remains on strengthening our collaborations and
broadening our impact. We believe that through shared knowledge and a united



effort, we can overcome barriers and create inclusive environments for individuals
with visual impairments.

As we reflect on the accomplishments of 2023, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to all
members, stakeholders, and partners who have contributed to our journey. Your
support and engagement are vital to our success, and we look forward to continuing
this important work together.

We present this report as both a summary of our achievements and a roadmap for
the future, confident in our collective ability to make a meaningful difference in the
lives of those we serve.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to ICEVI-Europe’s mission. Together,
we strive for a world where every individual with visual impairment has access to
education, opportunities, and the support they deserve. This Annual Report was sent
to all of the National Representatives, being that they are members of the General
Meeting, asking for their agreement. We have made some textual changes to the
Annual Report, as per the feedback provided by the National Representatives, and it
was approved by them.

On behalf of the Board,

John Ravenscroft, President

http://www.icevi-europe.org/
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2 Report from the board

The ICEVI-Europe annual report showcases a transformative year focused on
enhancing the education and well-being of visually impaired individuals across
Europe. This year’s achievements reflect a commitment to accessibility,
collaboration, and innovation in inclusive education.

One standout initiative was the Erasmus+ project "Borders of Tangible," which
concentrated on adapting educational materials for visually impaired students in
mainstream classrooms. This project brought together organizations from Serbia,
Romania, Northern Macedonia, Slovenia, and more. By emphasizing the creation of
accessible learning resources, it aimed to significantly impact educational inclusivity,
promoting equal opportunities for all students.

Another crucial initiative was the "Burnout of Professionals and Parents with Children
with Disabilities" project. This part of the Erasmus+ Programme addressed the
pressing issue of burnout among caregivers and professionals working with children
with disabilities. Led by AMIMONI in Greece, and involving partners from eight
European countries, this project aimed to develop effective methodologies to support
early childhood intervention services. The initiative focused on creating a sustainable
support network for those in caregiving roles, ultimately benefiting both the
caregivers and the children they serve.

The ground-breaking "oMERO" project tackled the need for standardized training and
qualifications for Visual Disabilities Rehabilitators (VDR) across Europe. Supported
by Erasmus+, this initiative established a formal EU curriculum and professional
profile for VDRs, promoting inclusive education and aligning with international human
rights standards. By setting these standards, the project ensured high-quality support
for individuals with visual impairments and enhanced professional recognition for
rehabilitators. At the project’s Final Conference Event held on 21 July 2023 in
Genova, ltaly, the ICEVI-Europe Vice-President, Dr. Andrea Hathazi, Babes Bolyai
University, Romania, represented ICEVI-Europe and participated as a Speaker in the
Round Table “Training and occupational perspectives in rehabilitation in response to
user needs” with the presentation entitled: The role of organizations in the
development of professional competences through Erasmus+ European projects.

For further information on the oMEROQO Project, please visit the project’s website at
https://www.visualrehabilitator.eu/

Visio International made significant strides by launching "Teaching Braille," an online
manual designed to aid educators and caregivers in braille instruction. This resource
emphasized accessible teaching methods that do not rely on expensive equipment,
broadening the reach of braille education. By focusing on cost-effective and practical
techniques, Visio International provided valuable tools for educators, making braille
more accessible to a wider audience.

In addition, Tactiles.eu emerged as a pioneering online database offering 3D models
tailored for the education of blind and partially sighted students. Developed through
the 3d4VIP project, this platform provided free access to innovative educational aids
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and models. These resources allowed educators to create more engaging and
interactive learning experiences for visually impaired students, fostering a more
inclusive educational environment.

A key event was the Joint Webinar organized by ENVITER in collaboration with
ICEVI-Europe and hosted by Royal Dutch Visio which was held on 21 September
2023 on "Visual Impairment, Relations, Intimacy, and Sexuality.” This initiative
promoted awareness and dialogue on topics crucial to visually impaired individuals of
all ages, providing a platform for discussion and learning. By addressing these
issues, the webinar aimed to reduce stigma and promote healthy relationships
among visually impaired communities. This interactive, international almost two-hour
webinar on sexual education for MDVI and VI was attended by over 100
Professionals who were invited to share experience and knowledge on the following:
sexual development in the lifecycle, practical information and materials, results from
scientific research projects, personal stories from clients, casuistry, and ideas for
attitude and conversations on this topic. The premise of the Webinar was that All
blind or partially sighted people (from 0 to 100), regardless of their intellectual ability,
should have access to correct knowledge about their body, relations, intimacy, and
sexuality and should be given the opportunity to experience this all according to their
wants and needs. This statement was the rational for the work at the national Dutch
expertise group on relations, intimacy, and sexuality (RIS), comprised of members
from 3 different organizations: Royal Dutch Visio, Bartiméus and the Robert Coppes
Foundation. Dr. Andrea Hathazi was invited to represent ICEVI-Europe and deliver a
presentation on the purpose and aims of the organization, as well as, emphasize the
importance of cooperation with strategic organizations in the field of VI such as
ENVITER. You can find the recording of this webinar with available transcript by
clicking on ENVITER’s YouTube channel here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=necqsAAHY-g and/or by visiting the website of
ENVITER: https://enviter.eu/

The year was also marked by successful events such as the INSEI-organized
conference in France, which focused on digital technology for visually impaired
students. For the fourth time since its inception in 2019, ICEVI-Europe in
cooperation with INSEI organized a French Speaking ICEVI Day, A One-Day
Conference in French for Teachers and other Professionals on the topic of Visual
Impairment and Inclusive Education. This event was held on 9 June 2023 at INSEI in
Suresnes exploring the general theme: “Digital Technology and Students with Visual
Impairment: What’s New?” This conference provided insights into the latest
technological advancements and their applications in education and was attended by
around a hundred people, including teachers for the visually impaired, psychologists,
transcribers, librarians, orthoptists, occupational therapists, O&M instructors,
teachers’ assistants, parents, INSEI students, researchers and teachers’ educators
from all regions of France. You can read a brief report on the outcome of this
conference in our August 2023 Newsletter Issue published on the ICEVI-Europe
website.

A very successful face-to face Seminar of the ICEVI-Europe, Teaching and Teacher
Training Professional Interest Group was organized by ICEVI-Europe in close
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cooperation with INSEI. The Theme of the Seminar was “Educating students with
visual impairment in Europe in an inclusive society: The role of specialist teachers”
and it was held on May 23 & 24, 2024 in Paris, France at Institut D'Education
Sensorielle (IDES). The target audience of the seminar included: QTVIs, teacher
educators, researchers, managers and heads of service/schools and any other
professionals dedicated to the education of young visually impaired people. This
interactive seminar offered a unique opportunity to share insights on the role of
specialist teachers for students with visual impairment in an inclusive society. It was
attended by delegates from various different countries, in order to analyze the
situation on a country by country basis and arrive at specific pedagogical support
practices, from a comparative perspective, but above all, with the purpose of
highlighting specific pedagogical best practices that can be transposed to different
national contexts to meet those challenges. Structured into Plenary Sessions and
Parallel Sessions (Workshops), the Seminar focused on the following four areas:
1. Schooling arrangements for pupils with visual impairments

2. Support arrangements QTVI and other professionals

3. Initial training for specialist teachers in the field of visual impairment

4. Continuous training for (Q)TVI

One of our other aims at this seminar was to prepare and organise various
presentations and workshops at the 10th ICEVI European Conference scheduled to
be held May 15-17, 2025 in Padova, Italy of which this seminar can support the
presentations.

The Nordic Conference in Copenhagen explored important transitions for preschool
children with visual impairments, offering strategies to support these pivotal
developmental stages.

ICEVI-Europe proudly supported and endorsed The International Symposium on
Physical Activity and Individuals with Visual Impairments or Deafblindess (ISPAIVID
2023). This three-day conference took place June 8-11, 2023 in Parma, Italy. This
event offered an opportunity for scholars, practitioners, and parents with similar
interests to share research and practice. The aim of the conference was to learn
about cutting edge research, new equipment usage, new sports, impactful programs,
and resources for consumers and families. As President of ICEVI-Europe, Dr.
Ravenscroft was cordially invited to deliver a speech at the Opening Ceremony
highlighting the role and function of the organization. Additionally, Dr. Ravenscroft
participated as a Speaker delivering a research presentation entitled, “Cerebral visual
impairment and physical activity in the UK: A parent's perspective.”

A major highlight was Dr. John Ravenscroft’s pioneering work with LEGO Braille
Bricks. This project provided opportunities to engage directly with visually impaired
children, offering them a playful yet educational tool to learn braille. Dr. Ravenscroft's
hands-on interaction underscored the importance of direct engagement in
educational research and practice, highlighting the joy and insights gained from
working closely with students. 2023 was devoted to developing the online survey (in
the English, French and German languages) for this research project aimed at



education practitioners from the United Kingdom (UK), the United States of America
(USA), the European Union (EU), and other parts of the world and analysing the
results. The survey explored education and other practitioners’ perceptions and
knowledge of LEGO Braille Bricks. The results of this survey also helped to further
understand the impact they create and to identify the need for future training and
resources. This survey informed discussion questions for focus groups with
education practitioners and children with visual impairment in further stages of the
project.

The Robert Hollman Foundation also received recognition for its efforts, emphasizing
a multidisciplinary approach to supporting children with visual impairments. Their
centers in Italy provided free-of-charge services, focusing on holistic development
through customized support pathways that involved both families and professionals.
The Foundation’s approach demonstrated the value of early and integrated support
for visually impaired children, fostering their development and confidence.

Looking ahead, the upcoming 10th ICEVI European Conference in Padova, Italy,
scheduled for May 2025, promises to be a focal point for advancing support for
visually impaired individuals. This conference will emphasize multidisciplinary
approaches, involving medical, educational, and psychological perspectives,
ultimately aiming to develop a document of Key Principles for professionals and
caregivers. The conference seeks to bring together experts from various fields to
share knowledge, strategies, and innovations in supporting individuals with visual
impairments.

Throughout the year, ICEVI-Europe demonstrated unwavering dedication to
improving educational practices, professional development, and support systems for
visually impaired individuals. By fostering broad collaboration across disciplines and
countries, the organization continues to lead the way in creating inclusive educational
environments that address the diverse needs of visually impaired individuals.

The collective efforts of ICEVI-Europe and its partners have laid a strong foundation
for future advancements. By prioritizing inclusivity, accessibility, and collaboration,
these initiatives ensure that visually impaired individuals receive the support and
opportunities they deserve, paving the way for a more equitable and inclusive
society.



3 ICEVI-Europe activities in 2023

Report from the English speaking countries by Steve McCall

Region: English speaking countries

Period: 2023
Area of Reference Description
Regional and subregional VIEW, the national association for professionals working in vision
activities impairment education held a successful face-to-face conference in

Birmingham on March 14 and 15. Presentation topics included research
findings and evidence about the emotional wellbeing of children and
young people with vision impairment; trends in the long-term impact of
childhood vision impairment on health and social outcomes in the UK,
assessing and supporting children with CVI and supporting children and
young people with progressive vision loss. Presenters included
representatives from the Oxford University Hospitals Trust, the University
of Cambridge, University College London, VI charities and children’s
services. There were also practical workshops on braille, pre-braille,
struggling readers, early communication and screen reading technology.

VIEW offers its members 8 separate supported online training
programmes for teachers of children with visual impairment, education
professionals and parents. In addition to programmes on supporting
learners with visual impairment (including children with complex needs),
there are discrete programmes in examination modification, supporting
braille literacy and learning media assessment. Views trustees include
Rory Cobb, ICEVI representative for England. Joining details can be
found on the VIEW website: https://viewweb.org.uk/training/

CVI Scotland have released an extensive open-access online resource
on Cerebral Visual Impairment that includes sections on understanding,
assessing and supporting children with CVI. The resource contains case
studies and helpful practical advice to parents and teachers, with over
600 pages of materials.

https://cviscotland.org/documents.php

At the University of Birmingham, the teacher training programme has
been successfully restructured to meet the new national standards laid
out by the government for mandatory courses in sensory impairment.

Over 100 trainee teachers of the visually impaired s took part in the
residential training weekends that took place at the University in
September 2023. The students enjoyed opportunities to work together in
groups and to share ideas and learn from each other’s experiences.
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Area of Reference

Description

Contributors included Dr Steve McCall, the ICEVI Europe Board
member.

Regional and Sub-regional
committee meetings
conducted, if any

Professor John Ravenscroft, Chair of Childhood Vision Impairment
University of Edinburgh and President of ICEVI-Europe, hosted a face to
face ICEVI Europe board meeting at the Scottish Sensory Centre in
Edinburgh in May 2023.

Global campaign activities, if
any

Professor John Ravenscroft represented ICEVI-Europe at a committee
meeting of the ICEVI Global committee

Seminars, workshops,
capacity building
programmes, if any
conducted during the
reporting period

Ireland

In March Childvision, the specialist national disability organisation for
Visual impairment Ireland hosted a ‘Cortical/Cerebral Visual Impairment
workshop for professionals. The workshop was presented by the ‘CVI
Special Interest Group’ in Ireland and included presentations from the
Anne Sullivan Foundation for Deaf/Blind, a CVI clinic from University
Children’s Hospital and ChildVision. The workshop was attended by
professionals from Education (Department of Education), and Clinical
and Rehabilitation experts.

In April, ChildVision presented on VI and CVI at Trinity College Dublin’s
Psychology Department disability workshop to highlight awareness of
issues facing children with VI when undertaking psychology
assessments.

Throughout 2023 Professor Ravenscroft and board members of ICEVI-
Europe worked hard with the Robert Hollman Foundation in Italy in
preparation for the 10t ICEVI -Europe Conference in Padova in 2025.
Both John and Steve McCall (ICEVI-Europe representative of the
English speaking countries) will be members of the scientific committee
of the conference.

Collaborative activities and
meetings with world bodies
such as WBU, IAPB, UN,
World Bank, and other
organizations at the regional
level

N/A

ICEVI collaborative work with
national governments within
the region

N/A

Publications from the Region,
that may be of interest to the
viewers of ICEVI website

Publications from Region

Hewett R, Douglas G, McLinden M, James L (2023) Development of a
new curriculum framework for children and young people with vision
impairment: a United Kingdom consultation using the Delphi approach
British Journal of Visual Impairment

Lotfi B Merabet, John Ravenscroft (2023)
An evolving explanatory framework for understanding the complex profile
of cerebral visual impairment British Journal of Visual Impairment

Other Useful Publications
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Area of Reference

Description

Online resources currently freely available from VICTAR (Vision
Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research) University of
Birmingham UK and the RNIB
Include
e Improving access to work experiences for young people with a
vision impairment. A resource to help local authorities
supporting their students in undertaking work placements
e Online resources and guidance for young people with vision
impairment going to university which draws upon research
evidence from the Longitudinal Transitions Study.

Any other information such
as research, best practices,
etc., from the region

Curriculum

The UK Curriculum Framework for children and young people with
visual impairment (CFVI) was successfully launched in 2022

This is a project to create a UK wide unified framework for Children and
Young People with a Vision Impairment.

Project members include the Royal National Institute of Blind People
(RNIB), The professional association of the Vision Impairment Education
Workforce (VIEW), The Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and
Research (VICTAR) at University of Birmingham, and the Thomas
Pocklington Trust.

The new framework has clarified and defined the elements of specialist
skill development, interventions and best practice support that are
essential for children and young people with vision impairment.

It is accompanied by an online resource hub to support the sharing of
professional resources The CFVI will provide a formalised sector-agreed
best-practice curriculum framework which identifies and secures the
needs of CYP with VI and provision to meet them.

Phase 2 of the project has now begun to further develop and embed the
framework and accompanying resource hub in the sector whilst
evaluating its effectiveness with professionals across the UK.’

There are four core areas of focus for phase 2 of the CFVI Project:

o Specialist Training

e Policy & Influencing

o Evaluation of CFVI on practice across the UK
o Specialist Resource Sharing & Development

For further information, visit:
NatSIP - Curriculum Framework for Children and Young People with
Vision Impairment (CFVI) Project: Update

Further details of the Phase 2 element of the project are now also
available to view at www.rnib.org.uk/cfvi, along with the CFVI and
associated resources, including 5 case studies of children with VI
produced with the assistance of the University of Birmingham.

This report is submitted by Steve McCall

Date July 2024

11


https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/victar/resources/improving-access-to-work-experience-opportunities-for-young-people-with-vision-impairment.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/victar/resources/improving-access-to-work-experience-opportunities-for-young-people-with-vision-impairment.aspx
http://www.rnib.org.uk/young-people/starting-university
https://www.natsip.org.uk/doc-library-login/16-25-years/1424-suppporting-the-achievement-of-learners-with-vision-impairment-in-higher-education
https://www.natsip.org.uk/4034-curriculum-framework-for-children-and-young-people-with-vision-impairment-cfvi-project-update
https://www.natsip.org.uk/4034-curriculum-framework-for-children-and-young-people-with-vision-impairment-cfvi-project-update
http://www.rnib.org.uk/cfvi

Report from French speaking countries by Nathalie Lewi-Dumont

Region: French speaking countries (Belgium, France, Switzerland)

Period: 2023

Area of Reference

Description

How were practices and/or
services regarding the
education and rehabilitation
of people with visual
impairments affected as a
consequence of the COVID-
19 pandemic?

France: There are not a lot of concern about Covid anymore. However,
masks are sometimes required in special schools when Covid seems to
come back and some cases are declared. Professional practices are
affected too, since meetings are more and more often online since Covid
crisis. Support teachers sometimes have sometimes online sessions with
their students who are included in mainstream schools instead of long
rides when the subject allows it.

Regional and Sub-regional
committee meetings
conducted, if any

- French speaking day: June 9th, Visual impairment and inclusive
education: ICT and students with visual impairment, What's new? with
INSEI (at INSEI, Suresnes).

Global campaign activities, if
any

Belgium:

- October, 8-16. Awareness to visual impairment campaign by Eqla:
https://egla.be/campagne-sensibilisation-malvoyance-canousregarde/
- March 13-19 Egla participates to the world week of glaucoma.

France:

From Jan., 4th: Thanks to CTEB printer, more than 2000 books in
French, for adults and young people, can be bought by individuals from
everywhere in the world at the same price as books in print!
https://www.cteb.fr/categorie-livres-en-braille/catalogue/

Plaidoyer pour I'accessibilité numérique (AVH)
Valentin Haly association puts forward 12 proposals to make digital
communication accessible, which is required by law.

A wide action has been started to make braille recognized by
UNESCO World Heritage Center. The first step, after sending a report
(Nathalie Lewi-Dumont took a part in writing this report), is that France
now recognizes (since July) braille as belonging to immaterial heritage. A
meeting in Culture Ministry with many blind organizations has been
organized on Sept 15", Nathalie Lewi-Dumont was invited as a specialist
of braille teaching and schooling of the VI and as an ICEVI-Europe
representative.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/aLaLumiereDuBraille/

Seminars, workshops,
capacity building
programmes, if any
conducted during the
reporting period

Belgium:
- April 21st: Braille League organizes a LEGO® Beraille Bricks training
session
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Area of Reference

Description

- August: Training « From prebraille to braille » Louvain la Neuve.
Organized by Aself with IRSA and support services Triangles Bruxelles/
Wallonie

- October, 12-14t BrailleTech 2023 — organized by Braille League
https://www.braille.be/fr/services/brailletech-semaine-des-technologies.

- Oct 14t: 7th Low vision Symposium Mons University and Les amis des
aveugles: « | do(n’'t) see & | move.”
https://web.umons.ac.be/fr/evenements/7eme-symposium-en-basse-
vision-a-mons-je-ne-vois-pas-je-bouge/

- October: training « Sensory impairments among children and
adolescents”, organized by IRSA and UCL (Louvain University). This
training takes place once every two years.

- November 6t: Opening of Tactile Tour, Belgium, with Braille league (cf.
https://www.avh.asso.fr/frtactile-tour-2022-une-exposition-toucher)
https://www.braille.be/fr/magazine/inauguration-du-tactile-tour

It deals with accessibility of works of arts in museums.

France:

- March, 16th: Emploi DV 2023 National Exhibition and conference of
employment for people with VI At Inja School Paris (7€)

March 28th. Toulouse (31). Professional day: accessibility of living
performance to people with a VI.

- June, 3 Lyon (69). Conference on visual impairment. It has been
decided that VI is the Lyon regional cause for 2023

- June 15-16 - Agnetz (60)

Ataf (transcribers’ association) study day. Theme: Adapting cultural
objects outside school

- October, 10t: -Lyon (69) Scientific Fedrha conference: «Visual
impairment and social participation: the outcomes of research ».

- October 12-13 Strasbourg (67)/ GPEAA Conference. “On the way to
middle school? Tools, competences, and expected supports”.

- November 28th : Journée nationale Lecture et handicap: « Quelles
médiations en bibliothéque pour les publics en situation de handicap ? »
(Bpi Centre Pompidou). (Library mediations for people with disabilities?)
https://pro.bpi.fr/quelles-mediations-bibliotheque-publics-situation-
handicap/

- December 1-2 14th - Rouen (76) 14th Ariba Conference on Neuro
ophthalmology.

- Dec, 4-5. [online] 4 et 5 Décembre 2023 — 12th Technologies and VI
days (FAF) https:/aveuglesdefrance.org/wwp-actu/jetdv2023/

- Dec, 5-7th — Cité Internationale, Paris (14€) 41st Fisaf scientific
conference. “Autonomy, technology, ethics and transformation. Impact of
Al on autonomy, accessibility and professional practice”.
https://www.fisaf.ass0.fr/41eme-congres-scientifique-de-la-fisaf

- International Survey on Lego braille. Dr Ravenscroft' team’s project has
been translated into French and sent to professionals (teachers,
educators) in the fields of VI in Belgium, France and Switzerland.

- Launching of « A vous de voir » TV program (Channel 5th) on a
website and on Youtube. This monthly excellent program since 20 years
about various aspects of people with visual impairment life is now
available on
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Area of Reference

Description

https://www.avousdevoir.tv/fr/m/emissions-a-vous-de-voir
https://www.france.tv/france-5/a-vous-de-voir/

Switzerland:
Nov 16th. Lausanne, Symposium on accessibility in training

environments
https://blog.ophtalmique.ch/2023/11/23/symposium-accessibilite-
formation-2023/

Publications from the Region,
that may be of interest to the
viewers of ICEVI website

Belgium:

2023 Translation in English of Premiers pas avec une personne
déficiente visuelle Presses universitaires de Louvain (PUL): « First steps
with a visually impaired person »

1st edition, edited by Anne Bragard /Translated by Marcel Crochet

This brochure, realized by field professionals from the Royal Institute for
Deaf and Blind specialized in the support of visually impaired persons,
should be considered as a toolbox offering the basis for the first steps
with a visually impaired person.

Blindness and low vision lead to a set of consequences in everyday life
and require various adaptations so that visual impaired persons grow in
a secure, rich and appropriate environment.

Theoretical and practical elements are addressed throughout the reading
in order to help professionals who care for these persons in daily reality
from an educational point of view as well as on rehabilitation and
academic skills.

This book is English translation from an initial French version.

First steps with a visually impaired person - Presses universitai

(uclouvain.be)

France:

Projet Early Montéclair (SRAE Pays de Loire)

Within the framework of a European project (Enviter), professional teams
from Montéclair in Angers (49) and CRDV of Clermont (63) Institute for
the Visually Impaired worked together with ltaly, Croatia, la Bulgaria,
Austria. Afterwards, the French teams wrote a booklet for parents:

« Suis-moi....pas a pas » (“Follow me... step by step”).
https://enviter.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Booklet-FR.pdf

Méthode de conception d'un caractére typographique a l'usage des
lecteurs déficients visuels - Revue Graphé numéro 95, aolt 2023
A 5 pages article in « Graphé » Review about Luciole font.

Lecture et déficience visuelle en bibliothéque : un tour d’horizon des
éditeurs en grands caractéres - Bulletin des bibliothéques de France, 12
septembre 2023 (an overview of large print publishing by Jonathan
Fabreguettes et Muriel Villard)

Switzerland:

Un livre tactile et immersif pour les enfants aveugles (Université de
Genéve)

A team from Geneve University, with Lyon 2 and Paris 8 Universities and
Les Doigts Qui révent (« Dreaming fingers ») Publisher designed a
tactile book with associated sounds. Results are published in British
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https://www.avousdevoir.tv/fr/m/emissions-a-vous-de-voir
https://www.france.tv/france-5/a-vous-de-voir/
https://blog.ophtalmique.ch/2023/11/23/symposium-accessibilite-formation-2023/
https://blog.ophtalmique.ch/2023/11/23/symposium-accessibilite-formation-2023/
https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?GCOI=29303100621400
https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?GCOI=29303100621400
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=45ddf833da&e=d1480e98cb
https://enviter.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Booklet-FR.pdf
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=41cde77406&e=d1480e98cb
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=41cde77406&e=d1480e98cb
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=2c96c26e6e&e=d1480e98cb
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=2c96c26e6e&e=d1480e98cb
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=2c96c26e6e&e=d1480e98cb
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=7704045ebc&e=d1480e98cb
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=7704045ebc&e=d1480e98cb
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=7704045ebc&e=d1480e98cb

Area of Reference

Description

Journal of Visual Impairment.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/02646196231172071

Forthcoming events from the
region for the next six
months

Webinaires 2024 (LEGO Braille Bricks)

From January to June 2024 - En ligne

LEGO Braille Bricks webinars take place in English once a month (6 PM
London time) and in French (6 Paris hour). Those webinars last 45
minutes and can be chosen separately.

- April 3rd, at INJA (Paris) Emploi DV 2024 (INJA)

May 23-24 In IDES school (Paris): Teachers and teachers’ trainers
professional interest group Theme: “Educating students with visual
impairment in Europe in an inclusive society: The role of specialist
teachers”

- June 14 the at INSEI: French speaking day: The TVI and his /her
partners:
https://www.inshea.fr/sites/default/files/wwwi/sites/default/files/medias/Pr
ogramme%20journée%20TFV%202024%20GK%20PB%203.pdf

- Enquiry about tactile books (Erasmus+ Project)

Enquéte livres tactiles adaptés - Projet Tacticos (GPEAA)
This survey is sent to professionals using tactile books

Any other information such
as research, best practices,
etc., from the region

France:

- Les chuchotines (The Whisperers)
University of Lyon 2 performing arts department started a partnership
with several theaters of Lyon. Students in performing arts, trained to
audiodescription, audiodescribe directly to a visually impaired spectator
(by appointment). Previously, only one national theater provided
audiodescription for a few performances in Lyon region.
https://www.univ-lyon2 fr/universite/actualites-universitaires/dispositif-
chuchotines

- The drawing service at INSEI provide free downloadable sheets with
adapted drawings, which can be printed in print or with raises drawings
(Zytec paper). https://www.inshea.fr/fr/ressource/liste-des-fiches-sdadv-
multi-filtre

This report is submitted by Nathalie Lewi-Dumont, with Juliette Boudru (Belgium)

Date: July, 101, 2024
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/02646196231172071
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=2d0c7800c6&e=d1480e98cb
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=5d7a07e140&e=d1480e98cb
https://www.inshea.fr/sites/default/files/www/sites/default/files/medias/Programme%20journée%20TFV%202024%20GK%20PB%203.pdf
https://www.inshea.fr/sites/default/files/www/sites/default/files/medias/Programme%20journée%20TFV%202024%20GK%20PB%203.pdf
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=8727e0f896&e=d1480e98cb
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=8727e0f896&e=d1480e98cb
https://inshea.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c576d3c3ad4fddbe7b911477&id=d39de7a9d7&e=d1480e98cb
https://www.univ-lyon2.fr/universite/actualites-universitaires/dispositif-chuchotines
https://www.univ-lyon2.fr/universite/actualites-universitaires/dispositif-chuchotines
https://www.inshea.fr/fr/ressource/liste-des-fiches-sdadv-multi-filtre
https://www.inshea.fr/fr/ressource/liste-des-fiches-sdadv-multi-filtre

Report from the South European countries by Virginia Castellano
Goémez-Monedero

Region: Southern European Countries (Spain)
Period: 2023

Area of Reference

Description

How were practices and/or
services regarding the
education and rehabilitation
of people with visual
impairments affected as a
consequence of the COVID-
19 pandemic?

Online technology has continued to be used for various issues:
- Webinars for professionals nationwide, reaching a much larger
number of professionals than with face-to-face courses.
- Meetings with companies and international organizations.
- Remote assistance to users.
- Online courses for students.
- Online assistance to classes when a student was at home or in
hospital.
We have continued to advance in research on the accessibility of
educational content. In 2023, we carried research on the accessibility of
Moodle, Google Classroom and Microsoft Office 365 education
platforms.
As a result of the experience of online classes with the British Council, in
September 2023 some students were included in their ordinary classes.
Many students from different regions are participating in an online
reading club and other cultural activities.
Progress is also being made in research into new tools to help
classroom teachers online.

Regional and Sub-regional
committee meetings
conducted, if any

During this period, we have not had any national representatives from
any of the countries in the region. We have tried to contact them on
several occasions, but none of them have replied nor have they given us
any alternative contacts.

The language, the lack of contact persons and the lack of time make it
very difficult to work within the region.

Global campaign activities, if
any

Activities related to this type of organisations are carried out by the
ONCE International Section.

Seminars, workshops,
capacity building
programmes, if any
conducted during the
reporting period

In Spain, as usual, we have organised several training courses for
ONCE teachers and professionals, both online and in person. We also
have workshops on specific topics. Many of them are posted in our
educational website (in Spanish). Click here to visit the site

Italy will host the 10th ICEVI European Conference. We are in contact
with them through the ICEVI Europe Committee. Preparations for the
conference are well underway.

Collaborative activities and
meetings with world bodies
such as WBU, IAPB, UN,
World Bank, and other
organizations at the regional
level

Activities related to this type of organisations are carried out by the
ONCE International Section.
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Area of Reference

Description

ICEVI collaborative work with
national governments within
the region

In Spain, ONCE collaborates with the national and regional governments
in the education of blind and visually impaired students throughout the
country.

Italy, host country of the 10th ICEVI Europe Conference, maintains
contacts with the City of Padua for its organization.

Awards, Recognition, etc., to
ICEVI members from the
region

Braitico has been awarded a prize in the national phase by the National
Association of Centres Promoting Excellence, CEX, made up of public
and private organisations, and has also won a prize in the international
phase of the Quality Innovation Award, QIA Category Innovation in the
educational sector. Braitico is the ONCE Braille method for literacy and
reading and writing skills, designed to be used by children with blindness
or visual impairment as well as by any sighted child, and covers all
stages of literacy, from birth to reading and writing maturity (from 0 to 12-
13 years).

Human interest stories from
the region as a result of
ICEVI initiatives

During the 2023/24 academic year, the overall attention to foreigners has
been 617 students.

Publications from the Region,
that may be of interest to the
viewers of ICEVI website

Redesign of the ONCE education website. It presents the different
services that ONCE provides at an educational level, highlighting the
adaptation of materials, intervention in adjustment to visual impairment or
personal autonomy, educational technology, attention to families,
attention to students with deaf blindness or early intervention. Another
important section is the one related to the curricular areas considered to
be particularly difficult. In it, you can find resources that provide specific
strategies to solve the specific difficulties that students with visual
impairment may have in content related to science, physical education,
languages, mathematics, music, art and technology. The resources-
documentation section contains a large number of technical and
informative documents, divided by topics, in which different theoretical-
practical aspects related to the development and needs of students with
visual impairment are posted and specific proposals for intervention in the
classroom are presented. In addition, many of these documents are
presented in webinar format, which makes them more dynamic and allows
more practical aspects to be addressed. These webinars on different
topics are being organized at a national level, so that they are presented
by expert professionals, and are disseminated so that teachers from
ordinary centres and families within Spain or other countries can use and
learn from them. The educational resource centres (CRE) also have a
prominent role on the web and, by entering each one of them, you can
access both contact information and the projects that are carried out in
each area. Of course, the web seeks to be dynamic and interactive, so it
will be constantly enriched with the contributions that both ONCE
professionals and any member of the educational community can make.
To do this, it has a contact section where you can send both the questions
that arise and the contributions you wish to include.

In Spain, ONCE has an online magazine, Red Visual, specialized in
different topics on people with visual disabilities. The articles are written
in Spanish. There have been two items in 2023:

- Red visual 81
- Red visual 82
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https://www.once.es/noticias/la-once-recibe-el-premio-qia-2023-a-la-innovacion-en-educacion-por-braitico
https://www.centrosdeexcelencia.com/14-empresas-y-organizaciones-espanolas-reciben-en-china-los-galardones-internacionales-de-los-premios-qia/
https://www.centrosdeexcelencia.com/14-empresas-y-organizaciones-espanolas-reciben-en-china-los-galardones-internacionales-de-los-premios-qia/
https://educacion.once.es/
https://educacion.once.es/contacto
https://www.once.es/dejanos-ayudarte/la-discapacidad-visual/revista-red-visual/
https://www.once.es/dejanos-ayudarte/la-discapacidad-visual/revista-red-visual/numeros-publicados-red-visual/numero-81-red-visual
https://www.once.es/dejanos-ayudarte/la-discapacidad-visual/revista-red-visual/numeros-publicados-red-visual/numero-82-red-visual

Area of Reference

Description

We also have an interesting Podcast on technology, also in Spanish,
Arroba Sonora

There is also interesting information in the Technology and Innovation
Centre (CTI) Website, where you can consult about accessible Apps and
other resources.

Forthcoming events from the
region for the next six
months

We will try to hold an online meeting before the year 2024 ends with the
potential national representatives, to analyse our region situation and
look for ways to cooperate within it.

In the coming months, contact will be maintained with the host
committee of the European Conference through the meetings of the
ICEVI Europe Executive Committee.

Any other information such
as research, best practices,
etc., from the region

ONCE is working on different projects and research with the British
Council, the LEGO Foundation, and universities.

The ONCE literacy and reading and writing skills method, BRAITICO,
has been completed and has been published on our education website:
https://educacion.once.es/braitico.

We have also finished adapting this method for the adult population and
are working on adapting it for students with deaf blindness.

ONCE is also working on different apps to make life easier for blind and
visually impaired people, as well as evaluating those that exist on the
market.

This report is submitted by Virginia Castellano Gémez-Monedero

Date: 03-07-2024
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https://cti.once.es/el-rincon-del-conocimiento/arroba-sonora
https://cti.once.es/
https://cti.once.es/
https://educacion.once.es/braitico

Report from the Balkan countries by Andrea Hathazi

Region: Balkan Region

Period: 2023
Area of Reference Description
How were practices and/or Turkey

services regarding the
education and rehabilitation
of people with visual
impairments affected as a
consequence of the COVID-
19 pandemic?

There were almost no effects of COVID-19 pandemic regarding the
education and rehabilitation of people with visual impairments. On the
other hand, distance education and online access opportunities that
started to be used during the pandemic continued to be used by these
individuals and in the services offered for them.

Bulgaria

In April 2023 the Ministry of Education and Science organized a national
event dedicated to the access of visually impaired students to electronic
textbooks. The Union of the Blind, the two special schools for visually
impaired in Sofia and Varna, the regional resource centers for inclusive
education participated. A conclusion was made that there should be
improvement made in the access of students with visual impairment to
electronic textbooks on every possible level.

Seminars, workshops,
capacity building
programmes, if any
conducted during the
reporting period

Turkey

A series of seminars were conducted for the TVI's and parents of
children with VI by Hacettepe University, Department of Physiotherapy
and Rehabilitation.

Bulgaria

e In February 2023 Sofia hosted a European conference entitled
“The resource teachers and the special educational needs in the
inclusive education” as part of the events of the European
Agency for special needs and inclusive education. It was
organized by the National Association of resource teachers in
Bulgaria. Representatives of the European Agency from
Germany, Northern Macedonia and the UK participated. Prof.
Mira Tzvetkova-Arsova from Sofia University had a presentation
about the inclusion of children and students with visual
impairments in Bulgaria.

¢ In 2023 two teachers from the special school for visually impaired
in Sofia “Louise Braille” were included in a course to become
national experts in the field of alternative and augmentative
communication.

Awards, Recognition, etc., to
ICEVI members from the
region

Bulgaria
o In September 2023 a European event happened at a resort
center at the Black sea, dedicated to the 20t anniversary of the
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Area of Reference

Description

European Union of deafblind and 40t anniversary of the
organized activities for the deafblind in Bulgaria. It gathered
together many national organizations for the blind and for the
deaf, as well as many international participants. The two special
schools for visually impaired participated in it. Prof. Mira
Tzvetkova-Arsova from Sofia University was awarded the prize
of the National Association of the deafblind in Bulgaria for her
lasting work in the field.

b o N |
d N

Publications from the Region,
that may be of interest to the
viewers of ICEVI website

Turkey
Selected publications about visual impairments

“Guven Z., Yildiz Kabak V., Demircioglu Karagoz A., Cevik N., Atasavun
Uysal S., Comparison of Motor Performance Between Children with
Multiple Disabilities and Typical Development, Turk J Physiother
Rehabil. 2023; 34(2):157-164. doi: 10.21653/tjpr.1078226

Atasavun Uysal S., Demircioglu Karagoz A., Dogan M., Yildiz Kabak V.,
Duger T., Is There Any Difference in Computerized Analysis of
Handwriting Skills between Children with Low and Typical Vision?, Turk
J Physiother Rehabil. 2023; 34(3):340-345. doi: 10.21653/tjpr.1107176

Leblebici, G., Ayyildiz, E., & Rindermann, S. (2024). The effectiveness
of physiotherapy program for the children with visual impairment and
additional disabilities: A case series. Archives of Health Science and
Research, 11(2), 107-111.
https://doi.org/10.5152/ArcHealthSciRes.2024.23184

Conferences

Ayyildiz, E. (2023, 27-28 October). Merging the power of profession and
experience: Early intervention services for children with multiple
disabilities and visual impairments. [Oral conference presentation]. 12th
International Scientific Conference Special Education and Rehabilitation
Today, Belgrade, Serbia. https://ddei5-0-
ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2{%2fww
w.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023
%2fProceedings%5f2023.pdf&umid=BFEBF97A-0C36-E406-8EDA-
1BFAFB571131&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05¢c4fcc7c537136d-
46fbaf900bf260f3bdf47e1241c862867a974157

Sengul Erdem, H., Ayyildiz, E., & Kirboyun-Tipi S. (2023, 27-28
October). Sibling relationship of children with visual impairments. [Oral
conference presentation]. 12th International Scientific Conference
Special Education and Rehabilitation Today, Belgrade, Serbia.
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https://doi.org/10.5152/ArcHealthSciRes.2024.23184
https://ddei5-0-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023%2fProceedings%5f2023.pdf&umid=BFEBF97A-0C36-E406-8EDA-1BFAFB571131&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05c4fcc7c537136d-46fbaf900bf260f3bdf47e1241c862867a974157
https://ddei5-0-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023%2fProceedings%5f2023.pdf&umid=BFEBF97A-0C36-E406-8EDA-1BFAFB571131&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05c4fcc7c537136d-46fbaf900bf260f3bdf47e1241c862867a974157
https://ddei5-0-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023%2fProceedings%5f2023.pdf&umid=BFEBF97A-0C36-E406-8EDA-1BFAFB571131&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05c4fcc7c537136d-46fbaf900bf260f3bdf47e1241c862867a974157
https://ddei5-0-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023%2fProceedings%5f2023.pdf&umid=BFEBF97A-0C36-E406-8EDA-1BFAFB571131&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05c4fcc7c537136d-46fbaf900bf260f3bdf47e1241c862867a974157
https://ddei5-0-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023%2fProceedings%5f2023.pdf&umid=BFEBF97A-0C36-E406-8EDA-1BFAFB571131&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05c4fcc7c537136d-46fbaf900bf260f3bdf47e1241c862867a974157
https://ddei5-0-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023%2fProceedings%5f2023.pdf&umid=BFEBF97A-0C36-E406-8EDA-1BFAFB571131&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05c4fcc7c537136d-46fbaf900bf260f3bdf47e1241c862867a974157

Area of Reference

Description

https://ddei5-0-
ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2{%2fww

w.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023
%2f2%5fBook%25200f%2520abstracts%2d2023.pdf&umid=340D5E7C-
0861-F806-932F-
163504BEEA1D&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2¢708a05¢c4fcc7c537136d-
2e561bc04010650105a09109c9f1cc8fe1be599d

Ayyildiz, E., & Tekes, E. (2023, 27-28 October). Parents’ meaning
making of their experiences about having a young child with
deafblindness. [Oral conference presentation]. 12th International
Scientific Conference Special Education and Rehabilitation Today,
Belgrade, Serbia.

https://ddei5-0-
ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2{%2fww

w.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023
%2f2%5fBook%25200f%2520abstracts%2d2023.pdf&umid=340D5E7C-
0861-F806-932F-
163504BEEA1D&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05¢c4fcc7c537136d-
2e561bc04010650105a09109¢9f1cc8fe1be599d

Book chapters

Ayyildiz, E. (2023). Coklu yetersizligi olan ogrenciler (Students with
Multiple Disabilities). E. S. Batu & D. Cikili Soylu (Ed.), Ozel egitim ve
bitunlestirme icinde (ss. 167-177), Nobel.

https://www.nobelyayin.com/ozel-egitim-ve-butunlestirme-20841.html

Ayyildiz, E. (2023). Erken ¢ocukluk doneminde gok engelli ve gorme-
isitme engelli gocuklar (Children with multiple disabilities and
deafblindness in early childhood. H. Uysal Bayrak & K. Karatas (Ed.),
Erken ¢ocukluk déneminde risk altindaki cocuklar ve egitimi iginde (ss.
587-602), Nobel.

https://www.nobelyayin.com/erken-cocukluk-doneminde-risk-altindaki-
cocuklar-ve-eqitimi-20357.html

Bulgaria
o New book was published in Bulgarian language: second edition
of the book Education of Visually Impaired by prof. Viadimir
Radoulov. It was published by Sofia University printing house.
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https://ddei5-0-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023%2f2%5fBook%2520of%2520abstracts%2d2023.pdf&umid=340D5E7C-0861-F806-932F-163504BEEA1D&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05c4fcc7c537136d-2e561bc04010650105a09109c9f1cc8fe1be599d
https://ddei5-0-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023%2f2%5fBook%2520of%2520abstracts%2d2023.pdf&umid=340D5E7C-0861-F806-932F-163504BEEA1D&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05c4fcc7c537136d-2e561bc04010650105a09109c9f1cc8fe1be599d
https://ddei5-0-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023%2f2%5fBook%2520of%2520abstracts%2d2023.pdf&umid=340D5E7C-0861-F806-932F-163504BEEA1D&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05c4fcc7c537136d-2e561bc04010650105a09109c9f1cc8fe1be599d
https://ddei5-0-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fasper.bg.ac.rs%2fnauka%2fmedjunarodni%2dskup%2ddoc%2f2023%2f2%5fBook%2520of%2520abstracts%2d2023.pdf&umid=340D5E7C-0861-F806-932F-163504BEEA1D&auth=d8996457339132cf3d2c708a05c4fcc7c537136d-2e561bc04010650105a09109c9f1cc8fe1be599d
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BAsgumup Pagyacs

e Parents’ Reactions and First Actions toward their Children with
Multiple Disabilities, Journal of Education, 2023, No 5, 623-640,
https://doi.org/10.53656/ped2023-5.04

o Nikolai Stoimenov, Mira Tzvetkova-Arsova, Margarita Tomova,
Gabriela Kotseva, Mara Kandeva. INVESTIGATION OF
TACTILE SUITABILITY FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED PEOPLE IN
CONTACT WITH 3D PRINTED PLA MATERIALS, Journal of the
Balkan Tribological Association, 29, 4, 2023, 581-590.

Any other information such
as research, best practices,
etc., from the region

Turkey

The project called ‘Development of Special Education Programs and
Materials: Handbooks for the Families of Children with Special Needs'’
which is funded by Turkish Republic Ministry of National Education,
Department of Development of Special Education Programs and
Materials is started in August 2021. The project is completed in 2023,
although the final report published in 2024. Emine Ayyildiz is one of the
researcher at this project and the author of the book called ‘Family
Education Book: Children with Multiple Disabilities Age Between 0 to 3'.
So far only the books of two special education categories published and
the videos of these categories aired. The Family Education Books for
Children with Multiple Disabilities are still expected.
https://orgm.meb.gov.tr/www/53-kitap-ve-yaklasik-500-videodan-olusan-
aile-eqitimi-kitap-setinin-ilki-olan-zihin-yetersizligi-aile-egitimi-kitap-seti-
yayindalicerik/2742

KOG-ITEP Uzaktan Koglukla Yiiriitiilecek ILiSKi TEMELLI EBEVEYN
COCUK ETKILESIM MUDAHALE PAKETI Projesi (COACH-IBIP Online
Coaching RELATION-BASED PARENT-CHILD INTERACTION
INTERVENTION PACKAGE Project) is started in 2023 by the support of
The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkiye
(TUBITAK). The project coordinator is Prof. Dr. Pinar Safak from Gazi
University. Emine Ayyildiz made a presentation titled Interaction of
Children with Visual Impairments and Additional Disabilities and Their
Parents at the workshop organized within the scope of the project.
https://cokengelsiz.gazi.edu.tr/view/announcement/308358 ?type=1&item
=koc-itep-proje-calistayi-davetiyesi

Bulgaria
- InJanuary 2023 the special school for visually impaired in Varna
“Prof. Ivan Shishmanov” opened a new room for occupational
therapy for its students.
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- On 1and 2 July 2023 the European goalball tournaments for
visually impaired happened in Sofia.

- In September 2023, 20 devices with eye control were distributed
to the two special schools for visually impaired in Sofia and Varna
and teachers from them were trained how to use them with
students with MDVI.

This report is submitted by Emine Ayyildiz & Songtl Atasavun Uysal

Date: 29 July 2024 &

by prof. Mira Tzvetkova-Arsova, Dsc

Date: 20.12.2024
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Report from the Central European countries by Beata Pronay

Region: Central European region

Period: 2023
Area of Reference Description
How were practices and/or CzZ:

services regarding the
education and rehabilitation
of people with visual
impairments affected as a
consequence of the COVID-
19 pandemic?

There was published already one year earlier some information,
Example of experiences https://www.blindicka.com/2020/11/jak-
muzepandemie-koronaviru-ovlivnit.html

Hungary: School for the Blind
In this period, we didn't have to modify anything because of any COVID
effects

Poland:

The year 2023 brought relaxed regulations concerning restrictions on
physical contacts and most of the teaching moved back from online to
classroom routine. The same goes for rehabilitation services. Relaxed
regulations resulted in significant increase in numbers of projects aiming
and improving access to culture (museums, art galleries, audio-
described exhibitions e.g. monthly tours for V visitors at the National
Museum in Warsaw or audio-described reconstructions of historic events
(with hands-on experience of artefacts at the National Museum in Lublin.
Similar activities took place in both large and small cultural institutes
throughout the country.

Slovenia

In 2023, practices and/or services regarding the education and
rehabilitation of people with visual impairments were no longer affected
by the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Regional and Sub-regional
committee meetings
conducted, if any

Hungary:

ENVITER board meetings every month —online platform
Enviter webinars monthly

Enviter General Meeting in Ascoli Piceno,

Enviter Blue Sky Meeting about projects in Wien
ICEVI-Europe first in person board meeting after the COVID in
Edinburgh

Slovenia

TIFLO section, a section within Association of Special Pedagogues of
Slovenia, which is a group member of ICEVI and assembles
professionals working in the field of education for children and young
people with visual impairment, continued its mission in 2023, playing an
important role in providing new knowledge and information for the
professionals in the field as well as providing the space for bringing them
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together. The last goal is becoming more and more important since the
professionals are no longer employees of the same organisation.

The professionals working at the UMCL Department of Ophthalmology,
in the National centre of education and rehabilitation of patients with eye
conditions presented its services, and afterwards the members visited it
to see the new centre and its functioning in practice. In June 2023, the
results of two projects were presented in order to spread the knowledge
and encourage the use of materials, namely SMILE too and
Deafblindness.

The commissions working under the umbrella of TIFLO section
continued their work, especially Slovene commission for Braille code
became more active in 2023 starting the update of Slovene 8-dot Braille.

Global campaign activities, if
any

Hungary

EU campaign:

Questionnaire about lack of O&M instructors (research by Enviter)
Results presented in IMC18 International Mobility Conference in Warsaw
Further steps (result and answer) an international post graduated course:
ELTE BGGYK (Eotvos Lorand University Faculty of Special Needs
Education) in collaboration with the School for the Blind and LARESZ
Association innovated a O&M course in English language for
international participants.

Slovenia

The cooperation in the region, especially in the Balkans region, as well
as the cooperation within the association MDVI Euronet can be seen in
different international projects.

- The follow up of SMILE too, a KA2 School partnership Erasmus+
project, in the form of a new project proposal was successful. Two
partners, namely High School for Visually Impaired in Prague (GOA)
and the Centre IRIS decided to try out the materials produced in
SMILE too through activities offered to students during students’
mobilities. The KA1 project has two different names Smile for All in
the Czech Republic and Together for All in Slovenia, where the
second part of the project deals with the group of children with
autistic spectrum disorders.

Each students’ mobility is supposed to be preceded by a preparatory
meeting. Most of the activities should take place in 2024.

- AKA2 Erasmus+ School partnership project called BORDERS OF
TANGIBLE continued the activities.
Partners in the project: Center IRIS (coordinator), School for visually
impaired pupils Veljko Ramadanovic, Srbija, Belgrade, Scoala
Gimnaziala Speciala Pentru Deficienti de Vedere, Romunija Bucuresti,
Osnovna skola Dragan Kovacevic, Srbija, Beograd, Drzavno uciliste za
deca i mladi so osteten vid, Dimitar Vlahov, Republika Severna
Makedonija Skopje. The expected project results are:
¢ Unified Recommendations for adapting visual didactic material
for the blind. This manual is intended for all professionals who
adapt tactile didactic material.
o Collection of adapted tactile didactic material for the blind and
partially sighted. The Collection will be freely accessible, and
the adapted tactile images will be selected from the curricula
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and will enable teachers to use them in their lessons. The
teacher will select a picture from the Collection, and the
selected picture will be printed on swell paper for the blind pupil
to use.

¢ Instructions for the use of adapted tactile didactic material for
the blind and partially sighted. Adapted tactile material must be
used correctly, therefore freely accessible Instructions are
necessary, so the teacher will be able to make proper use of
the material. The right approaches will also be presented in
short video demonstrations.

All partners met in November 2023 in Skopje, the Republic of North

Macedonia, to set some goals for their future work like the number

of tactile pictures produced by each partner, the way editorial work

for the manual will be done, and how to prepare the script for the

video with instructions how to produce tactile picture.

Seminars, workshops,
capacity building
programmes, if any
conducted during the
reporting period

CzZ:

Regular activities of NGOs like Union of low vision a blind people,
Tyfloservis, Tyflocentrum, Okamzik, Association of parents of Children
blind and with low vision — camps, swimming lessons, orientation and
mobility training for parents and teachers, support of children in regular
schools, meetings for teachers and assistant in schools, organizing the
development of tactile books, exhibition of tactile books Tactus. Early
intervention Centres: seminars for parents, one weeks in the nature for
whole families — meeting other families to share experiences. There
continues online cooperation and one 3-day meeting of group of low
vision therapist from 2 Czech institutions and one from Slovakia on
assessment and stimulation of children with CVI. There took place the
one week visit of Early intervention team of EDA at early intervention
centre Rana starostlivost in Slovakia. Two early intervention counsellors
attended Workshop organised by Visio in Breda The Netherlands.

Hungary

In frame of MVGYOSZ (Hungarian National Association of the Blind and
Visually Impaired) ‘Together for our Future” program,
monthly informative online events during the school season
to support the education and social integration of Visually
Impaired youngsters, with speakers responding to their
needs and responding their professional points of view on
the issue in question. Also the young people and the
parents were sharing their experiences, helping their peers.
During several online professionals’ and parents’
discussions organized by EGYMI (Unified Medical
Pedagogical Methodological Institution) MVGYOSZ drew
attention to the need for a 10-minute break per hour in front
of a screen even during online education.

School for the Blind:

Finished EU projects in 2023:

-TaTa Books (tactile and audio books for VI, partners: Austria, Slovakia,
Czech Rep., Hungary)

-Dental Hygiene for VI (partners: Poland, Slovakia, Hungary)

- PsycoVla (psychological and behavioral disorders plus VI, partners:
The Netherlands, Germany, ltaly, Croatia, Hungary)
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Running EU projects:

- Just 2 Steps- Towards inclusive schools (Small scale partnership: Italy-
Hungary)

- PsycoDiVla (psychological and behavioral disorders plus VI, partners:
The Netherlands, Germany, Belgium, Croatia, Hungary)

-VipsVibes Bakery (working for an inclusive job placement in bakery
sector, partners: Cyprus, Italy, Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria)

LARESZ (Association for Supporting Rehabilitation of Individuals with
Visual Impairments) hosted a CVI workshop with presenters from
Bartiméus Centre, The Netherlands (financed by NSZI —National Institute
for Social Politics)

ELTE BGGYK (Eotvos Lorand University Faculty of Special Needs
Education) in collaboration with the School for the Blind and LARESZ
Association innovated a O&M course in English language for
international participants.

Poland

1. “The Touch of Art” — tactile art competition for Polish Schools of Art
organized by the Faculty of Art, Mme Curie University in Lublin, followed
by exhibition displayed in several cities.

2. “Tactile books” for Ukrainian children” — a one-month training for
Ukrainian refugees (women) who found shelter in Lublin, conducted by
ICEVI national representative. Aim: creating books with tactile
illustrations which will represent Ukraine in the international Typhlo &
Tactus 2024 competition organized in Lublin, Poland.

3. ‘From objects to drawings” — a one-week seminar conducted by ICEVI
national representative at the Polish-Japanese IT Academy, ending with
design and creation of books with tactile illustrations for the international
Typhlo &Tactus 2024 competition.

4. B. Marek “Breaking through the wall of two-dimensionality” — video
and exhibition of tactile graphics training programme and drawings made
by children with blindness from India and Nepal. The Old Mine Art
gallery, Watbrzych. Part of “An experiment with order and chaos” art
exhibition.

5. “The half-light zone. Spirituality” - a one-day art event raising
awareness of partial vision. Implemented by Lublin Culture Center and
“Otwieracz” Foundation’

Slovenia

The annual two-day conference of Association of Special Education
Teachers of Slovenia focused on good practices in experiential learning
in different areas of teaching children with special needs. The
conference was held in March with active participation of our members.

- Many training events for mainstream school teachers were performed
at the Centre IRIS or at different locations of mainstream schools facing
the challenge of enrolling a student with VI.
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- A special training where teachers of mainstream schools should
familiarise with the process of adapting teaching resources for VI

students was offered by National Education Institute Slovenia and
provided by the professionals of the Centre IRIS.

- There is a lack of professional staff in education in Slovenia in general,
the situation is even worse in the field of education of people with visual
impairments. There was only one generation of students in the field of VI
at the Faculty of Education University of Ljubljana who finished their
studies about ten years ago. Nowadays, qualified teachers for VI are
leaving the Centre RIS finding jobs elsewhere, many teachers with long
years of experience are about to retire. The Faculty of Education
University of Ljubljana has been repeatedly requested to start the studies
with a new generation of students. However, the studies will not start
even in the new academic year. Therefore a training of 70 lessons was
performed for the newcomers to improve the knowledge of all those
working in the field, especially those who work as itinerant teachers at
mainstream schools, by the Centre IRIS.

Collaborative activities and
meetings with world bodies
such as WBU, IAPB, UN,
World Bank, and other
organizations at the regional
level

Hungary

MVGYO0SZ

-Participation at several webinars on education and/or
related issues organised mainly by EBU, and EDF. Those
issues included smart devices used by partially sighted
people, learning music by persons with reading difficulties, etc.
-Participation at EBU’s EU Liaison Commission Meeting, 17-
19 November 2023 - Brussels, BELGIUM

-Participation at the European Day of Persons with
Disabilities conference, 30/11 — 1/12 2023, Brussels
-Contribution to the work of several EBU working groups like
EBU Low Vision Working Group, WG o Accessible
Elections, EU Liaison Commission, Accessibility Working
Group, etc.

-Having the presidency of FESZT (National Council of
Associations of Persons with Disabilities) taken over with
the second half of 2023, MVGYOSZ has got a much more
active cooperation with the European Disability Forum,
directly contributing to the work of EDF.

-Participation in EBU Working Groups, like EBU Low Vision
Group, WG on Accessible Elections, Youth WG.

-Working with ABC (Accessible Books Consortium led by
WIPO) to facilitate sharing of accessible books over the
border (in accordance with the Marrakesh Treaty).

Poland

1. “Culture without Barriers” 2021 — 2023 Project for developing
standards for access to culture for persons with VI. Leader PFRON,
Partners Ministry of Culture and - Institut fur Bildung und Kultur e.V.
(IBK) Germany

2. MISSING TILE - Procedure For Remote IT Assistance.Leader:
Unione Italiana dei Ciechi e Ipovedenti ONLUS APS Consiglio Regionale
Toscana. Polish Partners: PFRON and PZN

3. “Access to treasures of the National Library in Warsaw”. — National
Library in Warsaw and Institut fr Bildung und Kultur. Comprehensive
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accessibility solutions to digital inventory of masterpieces — manuscripts,
personal notes, print copies. Access for persons with VI implemented by
Accessibility Unit of National Library

ICEVI collaborative work with
national governments within
the region

Poland

1. Construction of a comprehensive system for training and providing
guide dogs to blind people and the principles of its financing” 2019 -
2023. Funded by PFRON

2. TOPON 2021 — 2023 Spatial orientation training for persons with
Blindness or Low Vision. Project funded by PFRON (National Fund for
Persons with Disabilities

3. "Technology for developing typhlomaps of historic park layouts".
Project implemented by Military Technical Academy 2-22-2023

4. “Barraga Vision Rehabilitation programme” — for trainers. PFRON and
PZN 2023-2025

‘Do it yourself 2 - project for trainers of independence and daily living
skills. Funded by PFRON, implemented by PZN: 1st March — 31st March
2023

5. “Accessible University” — a range of projects funded by National Fund
for Research and Progress” contributed to improved access to higher
education of several universities (resources, awareness raising trainings
for staff, improved navigation with (ToTuPoint — Warsaw University,
National Library in Warsaw, or QR code markers and Braille labels (the
John Paul Il Catholic University of Lublin)

Slovenia

There are two important issues which are being discussed. One is the
lack of professionals in the field, mentioned above. The other is the
direction the education of children and young people with V1 is taking,
and all the challenges mainstream schools and the service supporting
inclusion are facing. A special attention should be paid to accessibility of
teaching materials e.g. text books, workbooks, etc.

Awards, Recognition, etc., to
ICEVI members from the
region

Hungary

The School for the Blind became Base institution of the Office of
Education in 2023 again.

We applied for the Eco-School award (application in 2023, and we
received the “title” in 2024)

Poland
1. The EU funded Polish-Ukrainian project “Invisible heritage”
initiated and supervised by ICEVI national representative
(completed in 2022) received an award in 2023 as one of the
best five EU social projects.

Slovenia

- Mateja Jenci¢ received the highest award of Association of Special
Pedagogues of Slovenia for her valuable contribution to education
practice of VI and MDVI children. She is the most experienced ICT
teacher for the VI students, an active member in many national and
international projects, and the leader of Slovene Braille commission.
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-There was one award of TIFLO section in 2023 received by Eva Skrlec
Velkavrh, a young qualified teacher for children with visual impairment
working at the UMCL Department of Ophthalmology, in the Centre of
education and rehabilitation of patients with eye conditions.

- Deafblindness - raising teachers competences for teaching deaf-blind
students in the Center IRIS, a KA1 Erasmus+ project (job shadowing)
which was finished in 2023, received the Apple of Quality, the highest
national award for projects.

Publications from the Region,
that may be of interest to the
viewers of ICEVI website

CzZ:

Development of new booklet for parent of small children with VI od
adaptation of the environment, published in the beginning of 2024. Now
available on www.eda.cz : (Ne)vidany svét kolem nas

Hungary

The content of the website of MVGYOSZ’ Together for our
Future program is going to be continuously developed /
expanded.

Poland

1. Magdalena Szubielska — ‘Drawing as a tool for investigating the
nature of imagery representations of blind people: The case of the
canonical size phenomenon’ Open access Published: 20 November
2023 https://link.springer.com/article/10.3758/s13421-023-01491-7

Forthcoming events from the
region for the next six
months

CzZ:
New application for iPad for development of children with low vision a
multiple impairment EDA PLAY MATY

Hungary

LARESZ Rehab Conference (cofounded by ELTE, NSZI) in 2024 May
31-June 1

MAGYE (Association of the Hungarian Special Education Teachers)
Conference in 2024 June

MVGYOSZz

With the new school season, the monthly informative online events will
be restarted / continued in frame of MVGYOSZ ‘Together for our
Future” program

Poland

1.Typhlo&Tactus 2024 - international competition for authors of books
with tactile illustrations will be organized by ICEVI national
representative in Lublin (5 — 8 October 2024.

2. ICEVI national representative will present two lectures, three posters
and one preconference workshop at the ICEVI World conference in
Ahmedabad, India (14 — 17 November 2024)

Slovenia

Active participation of two professionals of the Centre IRIS, qualified
teachers for the VI, at ICEVI-Europe Teaching and Teacher Training
Professional Interest Group Seminar, May 2024, Paris, France.

Students’ mobilities within Together for all project will take place in
Prague in May.
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Area of Reference

Description

The activities in the project Borders of tangible will be performed in
order to bring the project and its results to the completion.

Any other information such
as research, best practices,
etc., from the region

Hungary

Based on a Survey of MVGYOSZ on the use of textbooks
by secondary school pupils it was found that youth using
screen readers prefer TXT documents. Accordingly,
MVGYOSZ decided to produce textbooks in TXT format in
the future.

Slovenia
At the end of June 2024, the Centre IRIS will move to a temporary
location for the next three years. During that period, a new building

tailored to the needs of its services will be built at the same location.

This report is submitted by— Beata Prénay with the contribution of the national representatives: Marketa Skaliczka
(CZ), Judit Gombas (HU), Bob Marek (P!), Marija Jerasa (SLO) - no reply from Slovak Republic

Date, 18/06/2024
corrected version: 02/07/2024
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4 Financial Report 2023

Balance

Cash

Total

Profit and Loss

Income
Membership contributions
Donations

Total Income

Expenditure
Administration Costs

Bank Fees
Travel and Accommodation

Total Expenditure

RESULT

Balance as per 31.12.2023

*for technical reasons the membership contributions in the ICEVI Europe Paypal account

(approx. 400 Euros) will be reported separately.

31/12/2022
€ 48457

0

€ 48457

31/12/2023

€8029.12*
0

€ 8029.12

€8834.2
€ 257.35
€ 1701.78

€ 10793.3

-€ 2764.18

€ 45692
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5 Estimate 2024

Balance

Cash

Total

Profit and Loss

Income

Membership contributions
Donations

Total Income
Expenditure
Administration Costs
Bank Fees

Travel and Accommodation
Conference Costs

Total Expenditure

RESULT

Balance as per 31.12.2024

31/12/2023
€ 45692

0

€ 45692

31/12/2024

€ 5,100
€ 3,500

€ 8,600

€ 9,200
€ 300
€ 1,720
€ 1,000

€ 12220

-€3620

€ 42072
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6 Looking to the future

ICEVI-Europe and for children and young adults with visual impairments in Europe
from 2023 to 2024

In 2023 and 2024, ICEVI-Europe will embark on numerous initiatives to further
enhance the lives of visually impaired children and young adults across Europe.
These efforts hope to bring innovative changes and opportunities within the
community.

ICEVI-Europe in collaboration with the Robert Hollman Foundation is expected to
start work on a new “Key Principle” project which is a new educational resource
tailored for those professionals working with children with visual impairment. One of
the aims of this project is to get a unified (cross Europe) position on how
professionals should work with children with visual impairment. At the heart of this
document is dignity and repost. It is aimed that the results of the “Key Principle”
project will be released at the 10" Anniversary ICEVI European Conference in
Padova, Italy.

The ICEVI-Europe 2025 Conference taking place on May 15-17 at the Town Hall and
University of Padova, will be hosted by the Robert Hollman Foundation in Padova,
Italy, and focuses on a multidisciplinary approach to supporting children and young
adults with visual impairments. The theme emphasizes collaboration among medical,
educational, and psychological professionals to enhance the quality of life for visually
impaired individuals.

The 2025 European Conference aims to share innovative practices, foster
international cooperation, and develop a set of Key Principles for inclusive support. It
welcomes educators, researchers, healthcare professionals, and policymakers to
contribute and gain insights into the latest advancements and strategies in the field. It
is hopped to be a conference leading to direct change and impact on the lives of
children and young adults with visual impairment. At the time of publication of this
annual report, Online Standard Registration for the 10" ICEVI European Conference
has Opened! Please visit https://icevieurope2025-hollman.it/ to register. We look
forward to seeing all of you in Padova!

The Board of ICEVI-Europe invites all of its Members, i.e. Individual Members and
Organization Members, to join us at our upcoming General Assembly which will be
held within our 10" Anniversary European Conference on Friday, May 16, 2025
(8:00am-9:00am) at the University of Padova in Italy. As many of you already know,
the General Assembly is required to account for the policies pursued in the past
period and the policy to be implemented in the coming period. At the same time, it is
during the General Assembly that official elections take place for the positions of
ICEVI-Europe President, Board Members & National Representatives. Prior to the
General Assembly, each regional board member will host an Online Regional
Meeting, wherein all ICEVI-Europe Members of that region will be invited to
participate in order to nominate the candidate for the roles of Regional
Representative (Board Member) and National Representative(s) of a country.
Further information regarding the organization of the 8 Regional Meetings will be
published and disseminated to ICEVI-Europe Members in due time. Therefore, we
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hope that many of our members will be in attendance at the Online Regional
Meeting, as well as, join us in person at the General Assembly in Padova in order to
cast their vote!

ICEVI-Europe will continue to emphasize the empowerment of educators and
caregivers through specialized training programs. These programs will aim to equip
participants with the latest skills and strategies for supporting visually impaired
children, ensuring a more effective and empathetic approach to their development.
Particularly through its professional interest groups and its newly launched Cerebral
Visual Impairment Network lead by Marieke Steendam, Frank Laemers and myself
supported brilliantly by Aukje Snijders.

Awareness campaigns across Europe are set to amplify understanding and support
for visually impaired children. Particularly for children in war zones across Europe.
We also wish to acknowledge the work of our ICEVI-Europe National Representative
of Poland, Bob Marek, who continues to work tirelessly for these children.

The coming years will hope to see increased international collaborations to
standardize educational practices and share resources. Partnerships with global
organizations will likely lead to broader impacts, helping to set benchmarks for
inclusive education worldwide. We look forward to maintaining our valuable
cooperation with our longstanding partner, the European Blind Union (EBU). For the
third consecutive time, ICEVI-Europe was extended an invitation by the VBS
(Verband fur Blinden- und Sehbehindertenpadagogik e.V.) to be a Co-Operation
Partner in their upcoming VBS Congress, which ICEVI-Europe gladly accepted.
Initial preparations are under way as the upcoming 38th VBS Congress for the
Education of the Blind and Visually Impaired is scheduled to be held in Wrzburg in
Summer of 2028. An exact date has not yet been set. Information will follow on the
congress homepage at: https://www.vbs2028.de/ and on the ICEVI-Europe website,
as soon as it becomes available. Based on the great interest garnered and
successful outcome of the Joint Webinar initiative co-organized with ENVITER, (a
network of service providers working in the field of lifelong learning with and on
behalf of people with visual impairments, which is comprised of member
organizations in over 20 European Countries), ICEVI-Europe hopes to engage in a
future collaboration with ENVITER, by organizing and promoting joint events aimed
at improving access to lifelong learning and other services for people with visual
impairments.

Looking forward, ICEVI-Europe is poised to be at the forefront of pioneering changes
that will significantly enhance the quality of life and education for children and young
adults with visual impairments. A good opportunity to underscore the significance of
empowering our members to take on a more proactive role by taking the initiative to
organize activities on behalf of ICEVI-Europe such as conferences or seminars, in
consultation with a member of the board. Please contact us or your respective
regional board member http://www.icevi-europe.org/association.php#members in
order to express your interest. By fostering innovation, inclusivity, and collaboration,
the organization aims to ensure equal opportunities and support for visually impaired
individuals, paving the way for a more accessible future. We would like to wish all of
you best of luck with realizing your professional goals and great success with
initiatives continuing our advocacy work in the field of visual impairment.
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2023

7 Members of the Board as of December 31st

Dr John Ravenscroft, President
john.ravenscroft@ed.ac.uk

Dr Andrea Hathazi, Vice-President
representing the Balkan countries
ahathazi@yahoo.com

Dr Steve McCall, Treasurer
representing the English speaking countries
s_mccall@outlook.com

Mrs. Kathleen Vandermaelen, Secretary
representing the German and Dutch speaking countries
kathleen.vandermaele@ganspoel.be

Dr Nathalie Lewi-Dumont
representing the French speaking countries
nathalielewi@gmail.com

Dr Tore Graven
representing the Baltic and Nordic countries
graven@oslo.online.no and tgraven@ed.ac.uk

Dr Beata Pronay
representing the Central European countries
pronaybea@gmail.com

Mrs. Virginia Castellano Gémez-Monedero
representing the South European countries
vcgm@once.es
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Dr Vladimir Ruchin,
representing the East European countries
r-vi@yandex.ru

Mr. Francis Boé
Advisor of ICEVI-Europe to GPEAA
francis.boe @free.fr

Mrs. Darija Udovicic Mahmuljin
Advisor of ICEVI-Europe
Darija.Udovicic@Perkins.org

Dr Hans Welling
Immediate Past President
wellingja@yahoo.com

Martha Gyftakos
Executive Assistant to the Presidency of ICEVI-Europe

magyftakos@yahoo.com
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8 ICEVI REGIONS of Europe

Baltic and Nordic Countries

Denmark
Mrs Dorthe Marie Degn,

ab8e@kk.dk

Estonia
Mrs Monica Lovi,
monica.lovi@tek.tartu.ee

Finland
Mr Mika Minkkinen,
mika.minkkinen@yvalteri.fi

Iceland
Mrs Melissa Audardottir
melissa.audardottir@midstod.is

Latvia
Mrs Ligita Geida,
ligitageida@inbox.lv

Lithuania
Mrs Grita Strankauskiene,
grita.stran@agmail.com

Norway
Mrs Torg Graven
graven@oslo.online.no and tgraven@ed.ac.uk

Sweden
Mr. Michael Bergstrom Mérman
michael.bergstrom-morman@spsm.se
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English speaking Countries

Ireland
Mrs Audrey Farrelly
AudreyFarrelly@childvision.ie

United Kingdom, Wales
Mrs Sarah Hughes
gtvisarah@gmail.com

United Kingdom, England
Mr Rory Cobb
rorycobb.view@gmail.com

United Kingdom, Scotland
Dr John Ravenscroft
John.Ravenscroft@ed.ac.uk

Israel
Mrs Nurit Neustadt-Noy
nurithoy@gmail.com

French speaking Countries

Belgium

Mrs Juliette Boudru,

triangle.bruxelles@gmail.com Q‘
France

Mr Francis Boé,
francis.boe@free.fr

France
Mrs Marie Renée Hector,
mrhector@noos.fr
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France
Mrs Michelle Collat (French speaking),
michele.collat@orange.fr

Switzerland
Mr Lucien Panchaud

cphv@fa2.ch

South European Countries

Italy
Mrs Maria Mencarini,
mencarinimaria@gmail.com copy to archivio@irifor.eu

Italy vacancy

Portugal vacancy

Spain
Mrs Elena Gaston Lopez,
egl@once.es

Spain
Mrs. Virginia Castellano Gémez-Monedero
vcgm@once.es

Andorra

Mrs Mariona Carbonell del Castillo,
mariona.carbonell@gmail.com,
school: eensm@andorra.ad

Malta
Mr Francis Tirchett
sochlindmalta@agmail.com

Monaco vacancy

San Marino vacancy
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German and Dutch speaking Countries

Austria
Mrs Gertrude Jaritz,
gerti.jaritz@hotmail.com

Belgium
Mrs. Stefanie Van Passen,
Stefanie.VanPassen@de-kade.be

Germany
Mrs Elke Wagner,
wagnerluke@aol.com

Germany vacancy

Germany vacancy

The Netherlands vacancy

Switzerland
Mr Christian Niederhauser,
c.niederhauser@blindenschule.ch

Lichtenstein vacancy

Luxembourg
Mr Frank Groben,
frank.groben@ediff.lu

South Tirol (Italy)
Mrs Elisabeth Gitzl,
info@blindenzentrum.bz.it

Central European Countries

Czech Republic
Mrs Marketa Skalicka,
marketa.skalicka@eda.cz
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East

Hungary
Mrs Judit Gombas PhD,
gombas.judit@barczi.elte.hu

Poland
Mrs Graszyna Walczak,
grawal20@wp.pl

Poland
Mr Boguslaw 'Bob' MAREK,
forblindkids@gmail.com, kulcan@Kkul.pl

Slovak Republic
Ms Timea Hokova,
hokova@unss.sk

Slovenia
Mrs Marija Jerasa,
marija.jerasa@center-iris.si

European Countries

Armenia
Mr Aleksan Aharonyan,
specschooll4@yandex.ru

Azerbaijan
Mrs Melahet Haciyeva,
melahet.haciyeva@gmail.com

Belarus
Mr George Losik,
georgelosik@yahoo.com
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Georgia
Mrs Mariam Mikiashvili,
Mariam.miki@gmail.com

Kazakhstan
Mrs Karlygash (Klara) Rakisheva,
Klara_help@mail.ru

Moldova vacancy

Russia - Central Region, North-West Federal District
vacancy

Russia - Ural Federal District, Siberian Federal District, Far-
Eastern Federal District

Mrs Tsyndyma Boyko,

imna2002@rambler.ru, imna2002@gmail.com

Russia - Southern Federal District, North-Caucasian Federal
District, Volga Federal District
Mrs Irina Sumarokova,

irasu@list.ru

Ukraine
Mrs Evgeniya Synyova,
ev sineva@hotmail.com

Ukraine
Mrs Vira Remazhevska,
lewenia@hotmail.com

Tajikistan
Mr Tengniev Kholmakhmad Ahmadovich,
tbu-tajiknet@mail.ru

Balkan Countries

Albania
Mrs. Zhaneta Muca
shvsh@shvsh.org.al
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Bosnia and Herzegovina
Mr. Azur Kuduzovié
azurkuduz@gmail.com

Bulgaria
Mrs. Mira Tzvetkova-Arsova
miratz@abv.bg

Croatia
Mrs. Nikolina Juri¢ Tanfara
nikolinaj@malidom.hr

Cyprus vacancy

North Macedonia
Mrs Elena Hristova,
hristova e@yahoo.com

Greece
Mr Vassilis Argyropoulos,
vassargi@uth.gr

Montenegro vacancy

Romania
Mrs Andrea Hathaazi,
ahathazi@yahoo.com

Romania vacancy

Turkey
Mrs Songiul Atasavun Uysal,
songula@hacettepe.edu.tr

Turkey
Mr. Onder Islek,
islekonder@hotmail.com
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Turkey
Ms. Emine AYYILDIZ,
ayvildizemine@yahoo.com

Serbia
Mrs Aleksandra Grbovié,
sgrbovic@ptt.rs, alexandragrbovic@gmail.com
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